
Case Progression through Commission Process 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Innocence Claim Initiated 
 A claim may be initiated by anyone or referred from any agency 

Claim Processing 
 The convicted person gives consent for review and 

completes a detailed questionnaire 

Claim Review 
 The questionnaire and legal documents are reviewed 

Further Review 
 Additional legal documents and public records are reviewed

Investigation 
 Field investigation is conducted.   
 E.g.: Witnesses are contacted, evidence is located, 

crime scene is visited, etc. 

Formal Inquiry 
 Convicted person waives all protections and right to 

counsel is triggered 
 Victims are notified 
 Less than 2% of claims are accepted for formal inquiry

Commission Hearing 
 Hearings are presumed closed, but may be open to the public 
 Standard of proof is sufficient evidence of factual innocence to 

merit judicial review  

Three-Judge Panel Hearing 
 Convicted person must prove innocence by clear and convincing evidence   
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