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. Format for Brief and Hearing

On December 3, 4, and 5, 2014, the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission
(“Commission”) will conduct a hearing in this case. This hearing has been opened to the public.! A court
reporter will be present at the hearing and if the Commission decides to refer the case to a three-judge
panel, all documents considered by the Commission and the transcript of the proceedings shall become

public record.?

This brief is submitted to the Commissioners prior to the hearing with the request that each
Commissioner carefully review it in preparation for the hearing. The brief covers information about the
case available prior to the investigation by the Commission staff. The hearing will focus on evidence
uncovered during the Commission’s investigation and other postconviction investigation. The

Commission has subpoenaed witnesses for this hearing.

Due to the large volume of attachments, this brief is formatted to be read from start to finish

with the attachments inserted directly into the body of the brief.
As always, the Commission will be asked to consider the following options:

1. Conclude that there is sufficient evidence of factual innocence to merit judicial review
and refer the case to a three-judge panel pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 15A-1468(c).

2. Conclude that there is not sufficient evidence of factual innocence to merit judicial
review and close the investigation pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 15A-1468(c). Evidence
favorable to the convicted person would be disclosed to him and his attorney
pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 15A-1468(d).

3. Direct the staff to conduct further investigation into this case and continue the

hearing to a later date.

1 N.C.G.S. § 15A-1468(a) and NCIIC Rules and Procedures Article 6(D).
2N.C.G.S. § 15A-1468(e).




Il. Hearing Witnesses

The following people are expected to be called to testify for the December 3, 4, and 5, 2014

hearing:

- Joseph Sledge, Claimant

- Herman Baker, State’s Trial Witness

- Ret. Det. Phillip Little, Lead Sheriff Investigator
- Ret. Agent. Henry Poole, SBI

- Meghan Clement, DNA Expert

- Terry Melton, DNA Expert

- Marty Ludas, Fingerprint Expert

- Sharon Stellato, Commission Associate Director

- Lindsey Guice Smith, Commission Associate Counsel



lll. Introduction to the Case

On Labor Day, September 6, 1976, the bodies of Josephine Davis and her daughter, Aileen Davis
were discovered in their home in Elizabethtown, North Carolina. Both women had been brutally beaten
and stabbed, and Aileen had been sexually assaulted. The cause of death for both Victims was

determined to be hemorrhaging due to stab wounds.

On the afternoon of September 5, 1976, Joseph Sledge had escaped from White Lake Prison
Camp approximately four miles from the Victims’ home. A search of the area ensued and Sledge was
considered a suspect in the murders. Sledge was spotted on September 7, 1976, in Fayetteville driving a
stolen car. Sledge was arrested on September 9, 1976, in Dillon, South Carolina and brought back to

North Carolina.

At trial, the State presented evidence that hairs found on Aileen’s body were consistent with
Sledge’s pubic hairs. In addition, serology testing on Sledge’s clothing and the stolen car was presented.
Two jailhouse informants also testified that Sledge had confessed to committing the murders. Sledge

was convicted of two counts of second degree murder and sentenced to life.

Postconviction DNA testing has revealed male DNA profiles on the Victims’ clothing and in the
home that exclude Sledge. Additionally, the DNA from the hairs found on Aileen’s body also exclude
Sledge. One of the informants has recanted his testimony. This evidence, along with the Commission’s

entire investigation, will be presented at the upcoming hearing.



IV. Timeline

Date and Time
(if known)

Event / Description

Sunday September 5,
1976
Between 1 and 4 p.m.

Sledge escapes from White Lake Prison Camp.

Sunday September 5,
1976
10 p.m.

Omega Hales last sees the Victims at their home.

September 5-6, 1976
Overnight

Sledge steals Hazel Smith’s car from her yard and takes clothing from
Dorothy Cassidy’s clothing line.

Monday September 6,
1976
4 p.m.

Wanda Sue Hales finds the bodies of Josephine and Aileen Davis.

Monday, September
6, 1976

Sheriff Allen and Dep. Moore arrive and rope off scene. Spectators also
present at scene.

Time Unk.

Monday, September Det. Phillip Little and Dep. Earl Storms arrive at the scene and enter the
6, 1976 house.

5:15 p.m.

Monday, September
6, 1976
10:30 p.m.

SBI Agent Sampson arrives at scene, takes photograph of a shoe track, and
writes a report.

September 7, 1976

- First Autopsy.
- Officer White sees Sledge driving a '69 Chevrolet in Fayetteville and a car
chase follows. Sledge ultimately escapes on foot.

September 8, 1976

Sledge arrested in Dillon, SC.

September 9, 1976

Det. Little picks up Sledge in Dillon, SC and brings him back to Cumberland
Co. Jail. Later transferred to Bladen Co. Jail. Sledge is wearing a blue and
white pullover sweater.

September 10, 1976

- Agent Sampson collects known pubic hair sample from Sledge and Sledge’s
clothing. Sledge’s head hairs are too short to collect.

- Det. Little and Dep. Storms drive Sledge around. Sledge shows them the
route he took on escape and brings them to the clothes he discarded in
Fayetteville. They drive Sledge to the Victims’ home and sit in the car in
front of the house. Sledge makes a statement that it must have been a white
man because a black man wouldn’t have cut them up that way.

September 11, 1976

1%t polygraph of Sledge with five tests. Results state “lying.”

September 12, 1976

- Carlos Padella interviewed and says he was asleep at time of murders.
- Daniel Slater Haire Jr. interviewed and says he drove by Victims’ house at
5:30 a.m. on Sept. 6" and did not notice anything unusual.

September 14, 1976

- Grace Harris Baker tells police she saw a man washing his hands and
splashing water on his car at 4 a.m. on Sept. 6™ at a shop near her house
North of Elizabethtown.




- Ernest Johnson interviewed and shows officers small scratches on his body.

September 16, 1976

David Bryant interviewed and says he was home all night and didn’t hear
anything. His wife and daughter say they saw Aileen Davis alive around 8:30
p.m. on Sept. 5%,

September 17, 1976

Mary Gaither questioned and knife collected.

September 18, 1976

- Omega Hales interviewed and says she last saw Victims at 10 p.m. on Sept.
5,

- Wanda Hales interviewed and says she found Victims at 4 p.m. on Sept. 6.
- Marion Lee Hales interviewed and says he saw a car go from direction of
Victims’ to dirt road by his house at 4 a.m. on Sept. 6™,

September 19, 1976

Eddie Lanier interviewed and says he saw Victims on Aug. 1%, 1976.

September 24, 1976

- SBI completes serology testing and first round of fingerprint comparisons.
- David Hamilton interviewed and says he heard William Thomas Haire is a
suspect.

October 1, 1976

Bladen County Sheriff requests additional assistance from the SBI Agent
Evans assigned to the case.

October 6, 1976

Governor’s Office authorizes a $2,500 reward for information leading to an
arrest and conviction in case.

October 7, 1976

Second crime scene search is conducted and additional items of evidence
and latent prints are collected.

October 11, 1976

A portion of wooden flooring from crime scene bearing a shoe track in blood
is removed and submitted to SBI.

October 19, 1976

Serology performed on scissors from crime scene and knife collected from
suspect Mary Gaither. No blood detected on either item.

October 22, 1976

Paint analysis on a paint brush from the crime scene and paint on a pillow
case located at a bridge is completed. The paint is determined to be
different in color and composition.

October 26, 1976

Third search of crime scene conducted by SBI agents and additional items
collected. Ultraviolet light and Luminol examinations conducted.

November 1, 1976

Charles Tyndall and his two daughters interviewed and deny involvement.

November 2, 1976

FBI Hair Analysis Report issued and states hairs found on Victim could have
originated from Sledge.

November 9, 1976

Bodies exhumed and second Autopsies conducted.

June 23, 1977

SBI Deputy Director reviews case.

June 30, 1977

- Additional shoe tread comparison and latent lift comparison done.
- Additional serology testing done.

July 16, 1977

Investigators go to Florida to interview Larry Wayne White. White refuses
interview.

August 10, 1977

Lonnie Davis (Victims’ son/brother) writes to the SBI to ask for status of case.
SBI Director responds that investigation has failed to produce sufficient
evidence to justify arrest, but is active.

September 12, 1977

- SBI Agent Poole assigned to the investigation.
- SBI report of other unsolved crimes across the state generated.

September 22 and 23,
1977

SBI contacts other law enforcement agencies where Sledge had lived or
travelled seeking information about similar unsolved crimes.

September 23, 1977

Inmate Henry Sellers interviewed. Does not say Sledge confessed.




September 29, 1977

Investigators search the crime scene a fourth time and find documents
indicating Aileen Davis had worked at a local amusement park.

September 30, 1977

- Carolyn Hall interviewed and says she heard Johnny Ray Benton watched
the murders and William Thomas Haire may be involved.

- Jenny Tatum interviewed and says her brother, Johnny Ray Benton, was
staying in a trailer park less than a mile from the Victims’ house the weekend
of the murder and that she saw him in new shoes after the murder.

- Kay Tatum interviewed and says that William Thomas Haire told her Sledge
and three others did it.

October 3, 1977

William Dunn interviewed and says he was working with William O. Hunt
when two or three men came in and said Sledge had confessed.

October 6, 1977

- William O. Hunt interviewed and says he was with Dunn, but denies
hearing any conversation about Sledge and the murders.

- Moses Bethea interviewed and says his daughter saw Sledge throw
something in a wooded area the day after the murder. She recognized
Sledge from the papers.

- Charlie Blue interviewed about William Dunn Statement and denies
knowing anything.

- James Jackson interviewed and denies William Dunn’s statement.

- Harry Womble, owner of land leased for amusement park, interviewed and
refers Investigators to park owner, Hazel Work, for employment records.

October 10, 1977

Kay Tatum interviewed again and gives more details about her conversation
with William Thomas Haire.

October 11, 1977

William Dunn given a polygraph and no deception is indicated.
James Jackson is confronted and again denies hearing anything about
Sledge.

October 12, 1977

- Rachel Sessoms interviewed and says she lives in trailer park near the
Victims. She says a month prior to the murders, two black men came by and
asked if she was alone. When she got her husband, they asked for a ride.
She never heard Johnny Ray Benton confess. She heard someone say it was
the Victims’ grandson or family. She also says she heard dogs barking the
night of the murder.

- SBI Report states investigation is centered around Sledge.

October 14, 1977

- William O. Hunt given a polygraph with no deception indicated.
- Charlie Blue given a polygraph, but found mentally incompetent.
- James Jackson given a polygraph with no deception indicated.

October 19, 1977

Captain Sparkman, Superintendent of White Lake Prison Camp interviewed
and says inmate Donald Sutton was also on escape from White Lake Prison
Camp at the time of the murders.

October 25, 1977

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Parker interviewed and say Marion Lee Hales is suspicious.

October 26, 1977

James “June Bug” Walters interviewed and says Sledge came by his house in
Fayetteville while on escape.

October 27, 1977

Thomas Hart interviewed and says Sledge came by his house in Fayetteville
while on escape and had two purses.

October 28, 1977

Omega and Wanda Hales interviewed again and describe when they last saw
the Victims and discovery of bodies.




November 2, 1977

- Inmate Adrian Sellers reinterviewed. Says he heard another inmate say
Sledge made incriminating statements.

- Inmate Julian Broadway interviewed. Says Sledge never confessed. Sledge
said he threw his clothes and a knife away. Said Sledge follows Allah and
wants to do away with the white race.

- Marion Hales interviewed and says he saw a car leave from the directions
of the Victims house at 4:30 a.m. on Sept. 6™ and pull into a driveway where
some “blacks” lived.

November 4, 1977

- Marion Hales given polygraph with no deception indicated.

- Inmate Donald Sutton interviewed and says Sledge told him about the
escape, and that authorities were trying to pin the murder on him, but
Sledge said he didn’t do it.

- Johnny Ray Benton given polygraph with no deception indicated. No
documentation of interview.

November 6, 1977

Johnny Ray Benton given a polygraph with no deception indicated.

November 7, 1977

Inmate Julian Broadway interviewed a 2" time. He says Sledge said he hid
clothes and a knife.

November 9, 1977

- Elijah Robinson interviewed and says he heard two of the Victims’ family
members killed them and used a broom handle to make it look like one of
the Victims had been raped.

- Elijah Robinson given a polygraph, but examination terminated.

November 15, 1977

Johnny Ray Benton tells Investigators he saw Elijah Robinson leave the
Victims’ house the night of the murder.

November 16, 1977

- Johnny Ray Benton recants his statement and says he doesn’t know
anything about the murders.

- Johnny Ray Benton administered a polygraph on recant with no deception
indicated.

- Jo Ann Chadwick interviewed and does not recall Elijah Robinson talking
about the murders.

- Capt. Sparkman contacts Investigators and says Julian Broadway has
additional information.

November 17, 1977

- Julian Broadway interviewed a 3™ time and says Sledge incriminated
himself.
- Julian Broadway administered a polygraph with no deception indicated.

November 18, 1977

Viola Campbell interviewed and has no direct information.

November 29, 1977

- Isazarah Smith interviewed and did not have any information or know
where Roscoe Smith was.

- Marie Smith Melvin interviewed and did not have any information or know
where Roscoe Smith was.

- Carlos Padella interviewed and did not have any information and thinks
Roscoe Smith is in Maryland.

November 30, 1977

- William Thomas Haire, |l interviewed and says Danny Haire was suspicious.
- Connie Todd Haire interviewed and did not have any information.

- Samuel Smith interviewed and did not have any information or know
where Roscoe Smith is.

- Joseph Smith interviewed and did not have any information or know where
Roscoe Smith is.




December 7, 1977

- Theo Jessup interviewed and says Samuel Smith was at her house the
weekend of the murders.

- Daniel Slater Haire Jr. interviewed and says he saw lights on at the Victims’
house at 4 a.m. Sept. 6, 1976, but this was not unusual.

- Daniel Slater Haire Ill interviewed and says he was in the mountains the
weekend of the murders.

- Willie McLaughlin interviewed and says he took Joseph Smith home around
12 a.m. on Sept. 6, 1976.

- Margie Jessup Lesan interviewed and says Samuel Smith stayed with her at
her mother’s house the weekend of the murders, but he was drunk and
stayed on the porch Sunday night.

December 15, 1977

The Governor’s Office doubles the reward to $5,000 for information leading
to arrest and conviction.

December 16, 1977

- Charles Edmundson interviewed and says he does not know anything about
the murders.
- Lonnie Davis interviewed about when he last saw Victims.

December 20, 1977

- Roscoe Smith interviewed and says he did not see Sledge on the night of
the murders.

- Billy Ray Hales interviewed and says he was with his girlfriend the night of
the murders, but drove by that morning and saw a car parked near the
Victims’ house.

December 21, 1977

Roscoe Smith scheduled to take a polygraph, but refuses.

December 27, 1977

Roscoe Smith submits to a polygraph with no deception indicated.

December 28, 1977

- Robert Washington interviewed and says he was in jail in the same cell
block as Sledge and Sledge talked about “she devils.”

- Carlos Wade interviewed and was in jail with Sledge, but did not remember
him.

- David Pegram interviewed and says he was in jail with Sledge, but Sledge
didn’t talk to anyone.

January 6, 1978

Charles Diggs interviewed and says he was in jail with Sledge, but did not
hear Sledge say anything about crime.

January 18, 1978

Sledge Interviewed.

January 19, 1978

Sledge submits to a polygraph, but not completed.

January 20, 1978

Sledge submits to a polygraph with 6 tests and results of deception
indicated.

February 8, 1978

- Thomas Hart interviewed and says he was in jail with Sledge and Sledge
does not like white people.

- Donald Sutton interviewed a 2™ time and says he was in jail with Sledge
and Sledge talked about escape.

- Phil Melvin, an associate of Sledge, interviewed and says he would not tell
anything even if he knew.

February 9, 1978

Earl McClure interviewed. He was the supervisor of Sledge’s prison road
crew. Sledge sneaked off once. He does not recall working the road crew on
the road near the Victims’ home.

February 10, 1978

Donald Sutton interviewed a 3™ time and says Sledge talked about escape.

February 15, 1978
Morning

Donald Sutton interviewed a 4™ time in Sampson Co. Prison Unit and says
Sledge made incriminating statements and gives more details.




February 15, 1978
Evening

Agent Poole talks with Capt. Sparkman, Superintendent of White Lake Prison
Camp, regarding Herman Baker.

February 16, 1978

Agent Poole, Det. Little, and Capt. Sparkman interview informant Herman
Baker in a hotel room (brought there from prison). Baker says Sledge made
admissions and spread pepper around the back door of the Victims’ house.

February 17, 1978

Det. Little collects a pepper can from the Victims’ house.

May 1-4, 1978

First trial. Results in a mistrial because jury unable to reach a verdict.

May 15, 1978

Inmate Adrian Sellers writes to SBI accusing Investigators of revealing
information about his interviews and asks for protection.

August 28-31, 1978

Second Trial. Results in conviction for two counts of second degree murder.

September 1, 1978

SBl issues final report closing case.

September 27, 1978

Governor’s Office agrees to pay $2,000 reward to Donald Sutton and $3,000
to Herman Baker.

December 5, 1978

Check for $2,000 delivered to Donnie Lee Sutton.

December 7, 1978

Check for $3,000 delivered to Herman Baker.

October 7, 1980

Herman Baker writes to Det. Little asking for help getting work release.

March 20, 2000

Sledge contacts NC Center on Actual Innocence (Center). Case not accepted.

June 4, 2003

Sledge files pro se MAR for DNA Testing.

June 11, 2003

MAR for DNA testing granted.

October, 2004

Center agrees to represent Sledge.

June 7, 2005 DA files affidavit that Columbus County Clerk’s Office has evidence admitted
at trial.

July 2006 Consent Order to transfer evidence to SBI for testing.

March 2008 Judge contacts Clerk and learns evidence was never transferred.

September 2008 Judge revises order and evidence transferred to SBI.

April 9, 2009 SBI reports no DNA profile obtained from pepper box.

May 19, 2009 SBI reports DNA on Victims’ clothes, two partial profiles, do not match
Sledge.

March 2010 Consent Order for DNA testing at private lab.

August 3, 2010 LabCorp reports partial DNA profile from Victim’s slip excludes Sledge.

October 2011 Hairs from crime scene deemed missing.

August 2012 Hairs located at Clerk’s Office.

October 2012 Hairs sent to Cellmark Forensics (Cellmark) for testing.

November 2012 Cellmark reports they were unable to obtain a profile from two hairs tested.

December 2012 Hairs sent to Mitotyping Technologies (Mitotyping) for testing.

December 13, 2012

Mitotyping reports Sledge excluded as contributor of the hairs.

February 12, 2013

DA asks SBI to assist in investigation.

March 18, 2013

Center interviews Herman Baker.

March 19, 2013

Herman Baker signs affidavit recanting trial testimony.

March 25, 2013

Center files MAR.

April 24, 2013 DA files response requesting a hearing.

May 6, 2013 Center refers case to Commission and files Motion to Hold MAR in
Abeyance.

May 9, 2013 DA files response to Motion to Hold MAR in Abeyance and requests MAR
hearing.

July 11, 2013 Hearing held and Motion to Hold MAR in Abeyance granted.




V. Law Enforcement Investigation

Agencies and Agents

On the day the bodies were discovered, the Bladen County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) and the North
Carolina State Bureau of Investigation (SBI) began investigation of this case. Det. Phillip Little of the
BCSO was assigned to the case. Agent Lee Sampson of the SBI also responded to the crime scene and
assisted with the field investigation. On October 1, 1976, the Bladen County Sheriff requested an
additional SBI agent be assigned to the case and Agent Marshall Evans of the SBI was assigned. On

September 12, 1977, Agent Henry Poole of the SBI was also assigned to the case.
Initial Investigation

There is very little documentation by Det. Little of his initial investigative efforts in 1976. The
BCSO file contains a few handwritten reports of interviews. The BCSO file contains no reports made by

Det. Little of the crime scene or during the first days of the investigation.

Det. Little testified at both trials that he was the first to enter the crime scene and he made
sketches. The sketches are included on the following pages. Photographs introduced at trial are
included in a later portion of this brief. An SBI interview of Det. Little describing the crime scene is

included later in this brief.

10
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Autopsies

Two autopsies were performed on the bodies of Josephine and Aileen Davis. The first autopsies
were done by Dr. Marvin Thompson on September 7, 1976. Dr. Thompson determined the cause of
death for both Victims to be “hemorrhage secondary to stab wounds.” For both Victims, Dr. Thompson
noted multiple stab wounds about the face and neck resulting in hemorrhage and bruises about the face

and head. He noted vaginal lacerations on Aileen Davis and blood ethanol of .05 for Josephine Davis.?

The Victims’ bodies were later exhumed for a second autopsy. The purpose given in the Order
for Exhumation was that prior to burial, palm prints and identifiable fingerprints were not obtained from

the bodies, x-rays were not performed, and the angle and depth of the wounds was not determined.*

The second autopsies were conducted on November 9, 1976, by Dr. William Reavis. Dr. Reavis
also determined that both Victims “died as a result of hemorrhage due to stab wounds.”> Dr. Reavis
noted seven incise wounds on the body of Josephine Davis, four wounds on her left hand, bruises on her
forehead and scalp, and three bruises on her chest. He performed x-rays and determined that
Josephine Davis had fractures to both sides of her jawbone.® He noted multiple bruises on the face of
Aileen Davis, two small lacerations on her face, two lacerations on her neck, and a laceration at the

entrance to her vagina.’
Joseph Sledge

There is no documentation in the file of exactly when Joseph Sledge became a suspect, but
testimony indicates he was suspected immediately because he had escaped from nearby White Lake
Prison Camp on September 5, 1976. On September 7, 1976, Sledge was seen in Fayetteville by an officer
and was involved in a car chase. Sledge was later arrested in Dillon, South Carolina and transported to

the Cumberland County Jail on September 9, 1976.2

3 NC Office of the Chief Medical Examiner Report of Autopsy, Aileen Davis, A-76-127, Sept. 7, 1976 and NC Office of
the Chief Medical Examiner Report of Autopsy, Josephine Davis, A-76-126, Sept. 7, 1976.

4 Motion and Order for Exhumation, SBI File, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4674-4692.

5 Second Trial Transcript, State v. Sledge, 78 CRS 2415-16 (Columbus County), August 21, 1978 Superior Court
Session Columbus County, Pgs. 127-129.

51d. Pgs, 121-1209.

71d. Pg. 134.

81d. Pgs. 26-86.
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Det. Little testified that on September 12, 1976,° he and other officers drove Sledge around the
area and Sledge showed him his escape route from White Lake Prison Camp. Sledge led them to
locations where he had stolen a car, stolen clothes off a clothesline and showed them where he had
hidden his old clothes. Officers recovered two pairs of pants that Sledge showed them he had hidden in

Fayetteveille.?®

Det. Little testified that on the day they drove Sledge to the Victims’ house and parked out front,

there were five law enforcement officers in three cars. Det. Little testified:

We were sitting there in the car, and | had not made any statement to the
defendant. The defendant looked over at the Davis house. He was
handcuffed with his hands in front of him. He lifted his hands and pointed
to the Davis house and said, ‘A black man did not kill those two women.
A white man did it. A black man would not have cut them up like they

were.!

A polygraph report shows that Sledge submitted to a polygraph on September 11, 1976 and the
reports states there were five tests with a remark states “Q-lying.”*?> There is no investigative report

regarding this polygraph and no information regarding what questions were asked.
Investigation

The only BCSO investigative reports from the month of September 1976 are handwritten
shorthand notes by Det. Little. The following interviews are the only written documented reports in the

BCSO file from September 1976.

On September 12, 1976, Det. Little interviewed Carlos Mateo Padella who lived across the
woods behind the Victims and was married to a Smith family member. Padella said his brother, Santos

Mateo, was found in the wooded area between the Victims’ home and Padella’s home in May 1976 with

9 At the first trial, Det. Little testified this happened on September 10, 1976, and at the second trial, he testified it
was on September 12, 1976. There is no report or documentation in the BCSO file providing information or a date.
A polygraph was administered on September 11, 1976.

10 second Trial Transcript, State v. Sledge, 78 CRS 2415-16 (Columbus County), August 21, 1978, Superior Court
Session Columbus County. Pgs. 28-114.

'd-1d. Pgs 88-92.

12 5B| File, Polygraph Report Sept. 11, 1976, SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4603.
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a fatal gunshot wound to the chest. A note says that this is still under investigation. The report says

Padella said he was home in bed when the Davis murders took place.™

On September 12, 1976, Det. Little interviewed Daniel Slater Haire Jr. who lived near the
Victims. The report indicates Haire said he drove by the Victims’ home between 5 and 5:30 a.m. on

Monday, September 6™ and did not notice anything unusual.**

On September 14, 1976, Det. Little interviewed Grace Harris Baker. The report indicates that
Baker saw a car pulled up in front of the store across from her house on Highway 701, north of
Elizabethtown, around 4 a.m. on September 6. Baker said a man washed his hands at the water faucet
on the corner of the building and splashed water on the hood of his car. The report indicates the subject

looked small, but Baker could not tell the color of the car or the race of the man.?

On September 14, 1976, Det. Little interviewed Ernest Johnson. The report indicates Johnson
was interviewed because he lives near the Victims and someone (it does not indicate who) said he had
scratches all over his body. Johnson was interviewed by the Sheriff, a Deputy, and Det. Little. The
report indicates Johnson showed them two small scratches on his back and said he fell. The report

states, “Subject Johnson is an alcoholic and health is bad very week and feeble [sic].”*®

On September 16, 1976, Det. Little interviewed the Bryant family who lived near the Victims.
The report says that David Bryant had an alcohol problem. David Bryant stated that he was home all
night on September 5" and didn’t see or hear anything. He was alone when his wife and daughter went
to church. Bryant’s wife and daughter said they went to church across the street from the Victims’

house and saw Aileen Davis come out of her house around 8:30 p.m. and go back inside.’

A September 17, 1976, handwritten report states that Det. Little picked up Mary Gaither for
questioning. The report indicates that she had been released from the Bladen County Jail on September
2, 1976 and had been incarcerated with Nat Gaither. The report states “Subject had white handled
dagger in her possession with blood stains on same Nat Gaither advised it was animal blood where he

had dressed a rabbit and squirrel.”*® Later, testing of the knife was negative for blood.

13 BCSO Bates stamp Pg. 385.
1414, pg. 398.

1514, Pg. 397.

1614, Pg. 399.

171d. Pgs. 394-396.

1814, Pg. 386.
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The handwritten reports indicate that on September 18, 1976, Det. Little interviewed the
Victims’ family. The Victims’ daughter/sister, Omega Hales, lived near the Victims. She said she took
Josephine Davis home in her car around 10:00 p.m. on September 5, 1976. When they drove into the
yard, Aileen Davis came out and talked to her. When Omega left, Josephine Davis was sitting on the
porch. Omega also said Eddie Lanier visited the Victims. The report indicates that the Victims would get
up during the night and come outside to use the bathroom. Neither drank liquor and Josephine was

against it.%°

Wanda Hales is Omega’s daughter. The report indicates that on Monday, September 6, 1976,
after “As the World Turns” went off TV, Wanda walked to her grandmother’s house and noticed that the
screen door was open and the wood door was closed. Wanda said the door only opened partway and
she saw Josephine and Aileen Davis lying on the floor with blood all over them. She never went inside,

only on the porch and was barefoot.?

The report also indicates that Wanda said in the early morning of September 6%, she saw a car
pull to the road that goes by their house; a black man got out of the car and walked down the dirt road,
and the car turned around and went toward town.?* This dirt road ran beside the Hales house and led to

the Smith home. The Smith family was later interviewed.

The report indicates that Marion Lee Hales is Omega’s husband and he said that at about 4:00
a.m. on September 6™, he heard a vehicle take off from the direction of the Victims’ residence
accelerating very fast, and turn into the dirt road that goes past his house. Marion thought it was a
station wagon and might be green in color. The report indicates he said neither Victim drank liquor and

“he would bet his life on it.”??

On September 19, 1976, Eddie Lanier was interviewed by Det. Little. Lanier said he had known
the Victims off and on for 40 years. He had last seen them around August 1, 1976. Lanier said that he
spent the night at the Victims’ home on occasion and slept in a back room while the Victims’ slept on

the couches in the living room. Lanier said he had never known the Victims to drink and they didn’t

1%1d. Pgs. 391-392.
2|4, pg. 393.

2114, pg. 393.

22|d. Pgs. 390.
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allow liquor around them. Lanier stated he had never had sexual relations with either of the Victims and

knew of no one who had.?

Documentation in the file shows that on September 16, 1976, a broadcast was sent to other
agencies nationwide with details of the homicide that stated that one suspect was in custody. Det.
Little received three responses from other agencies in other states indicating they had similar unsolved
homicides. One agency indicated they had latent lifts. There is no documentation in the file indicating

that prints or evidence from these cases was compared to this case.?

A New Jersey detective responded that they were holding a white male named Raymond Alves
who admitted to raping and killing 8-10 people between Florida and New Jersey.?® Later SBI reports
indicate that Alves’ fingerprints were compared to latent prints from this scene with no identification

effected.
A handwritten note without a date appears to contain a list of possible suspects. The note says:

e Roscoe Smith — Subject in prison with Joseph Sledge.

e Roscoe Smith’s Brother — Was put off at “Hales” home on or about 3:00 a.m. — before day
on Labor Day of 76 — Heard something and ran.

e Donald Lee Hales - Taken by Sheriff Allen to training school in Rocky Mount, N.C. Sheriff
advises he would carry Donald by his grandmother’s residence (Mrs. Hales’) and he would
talk ugly and treat her mean.

e Billy Ray Hales (grand-son) — Grand-mother (Mrs. Hales) promised Bill % acre of land — had a
dispute and refused to sign him any property — Subject (Billy) is believed to be on drugs and

capable of committing such murders. “Gossip from Community.” 2

On October 1, 1976, SBI Agent Evans was requested to assist Det. Little in the investigation.?’
The following report details the status of the investigation from October 1, 1976 through November 9,

1976.

23 1d. Pgs. 388-389.

241d. Pgs. 387-406.

25 |d. Pgs. 403-404.

%4, Pgs. 49-52.

27 SBI File Bates stamp Pgs. 4564.
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198~H-14

SYNOPSIS:
This case is Master File for companion case 198-H-15.

The victim 15 a White female in her early seventies (70's) whe Vived with her
daughter, Ailene Davis (who is the victim In companion case 128-B-1§),

The victim 1ived in a five (5) room, woed freme dwelling on the East side of
Highway 242 North, appreximately 1.3 miles North El{zabethtemm, North Cavalina
in Bladen County.

The victim and her daughter were last seen alive at approximately 10:30 pom..
Sunday, September 5, 1976.

The victim and her daughter were found deceased by a relative at approximagaly
4:30 p.m. on Monday, September 6, 1976.

When found, the victim and her daughter were lying on the backs {n thévliviﬂg
room of the dwelling with their clothing pulled up to their wafsts.

Both victims bore multiple stab wounds and autopsy revealed death resulted
From loss of blood.

Numerous 1tems of physical evidence, {nctuding Vatent prints, were obtained
in the'crime scene search,

JOSEPH SLEDGE, B/M/, an inmate at the Bladen County Prison Un{t who escaped
on Sunday Septeriber 5, 1976, was developed as a suspect by the 8laden County
Sheriff's Department. No arrest has been made.

Reporting Agent received an investigative request on this cage from Bladan
County Sheriff John B. Allen on September 1, 1976.

This case is pending further investigation.

004671 -
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DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION:

PREDICATION:

On October 1, 1976, Bladen County Sheriff John B, Allen, vequested Reporting
Agent to assist Bladen County Deputy Sheriff Phillip Little in the investiga-
tion of the murder of Josephine Davis. Reporting Agent respondsd to the
request by assisting Deputy Sheriff Phillip Little in the Investigation.
CRIME SCENE SEARCH:

AGENT'S NOTE:

Reporting Agent did not observe the crime in its orfginal state, The
interview of Deputy Sheriff Phillip Little contains a detailed description
of the crime"scene and the crime scene search that was conducted on Monday,
September 6, 1976,

AGENT'S NOTE:

Photographs of the crime scene were taken by Deputy Sher{ff Earl Storms on
September 6, 1976. Special Agent Lee Sampson took additiomal photographs
at later dates.

AGENT'S NOTE:

On Thursday, October 7, 1976, Deputy Sheriff Phillip Little, Special Agent Lee
Sampson, &nd Reporting Agent returned to the crime scene and conducted another
crime scene search in which additional {tems of physical evidence, Tncludiag
Tatent prints and items of bed clothing, were obtained. These {tems of physical
avidence, plus clothing worn by the victims which was in the custody of Special
Agent Lee Sampson and elimination fingerprints were submitted by Reparting
Agent to the SBI Latent Print Labovatory on October 12, 1376.

AGENT'S NOTE:

On Monday, October 11, 1976, Reporting Agent met Bladen County Speciai Deputy
Sher{ff Bob Conerly in Fayetteville, North Carolina and took custody of a
section of wooden floor bearing shoe tracks in blood which Sergeant Conerly
removed from the crime scene. Reporting Agent submitted this ftem of evidence
to the SBI Latent Print Laboratory on October 12, 1976.

AGENT'S NOTE:

On October 26, 1976, SBI Latent Print Laboratory Agents Wesley Layton and

s

004672
24




198-H-14

Donald Sollars conducted a third crime scang seapch of e Davis vesidente
and found additienal items of physicel evidence which they wetained in thelr
custody. ‘

After hours of derkness oa that came dage, -SBI Cheatat J. S. Takh-ond D, &

D Hedgacock conducted & uitravielat Vlght exsnination of the erime scane Jor
evidence of seminal fludd, &nd also conducted @ luminal exeminatien of the
crime scene for evidence of blood. iteme of ovidence wore found as the resuit
of the luminal examinstion and these {tems of tvidence wera rataired ia tha
custody of Chemist J. S. Taub. Spacial Agent Gary Knight of the SBI Photegrashy
Laboratory photographed the {tems of evidence tourd during the luminal erening=

tion and also photegraphed blond pattewws at the crime scend.
AGENT 'S _NOTE:

On Novembev &, 1976, Bladen County Sher{ff John B. Allen, Deputy Sheriff
Phillip Little and Reporting Agent requested 13th Judicial District AtCoraey
Lee Greer to draw @ Petition and Order of Autopsy for the bodies of Jpgaphing
and Ailene Davis to be exhumed from their place of buriel and tramsported €9
the office of the Chief Medical Examiner {n Chapel Hi11, Horth Carolina,

On November 4, 1976, Superior Court Jud Giles Clark signed a court order
for the bodies of Josephine Davis and Allene Davis to be orhumed end the
bodies placed under autopsy and examined for items of physical evidence nemad
in the court onder.

AGENT'S NOTE:

On November 9, 1976, the bodies of -JosegMne pavis ond Aflene Dovis were
axhumed and transported to the office o ¢he Chie? Hedical Exeminer in

Chapel Hi11 by Butler Funeral Home of Rosabore, North Carolina, The bodies
were accompanied by Bladen County Sherd?? B. Allen, Deputy Sheriff Phillip
Little and Reporting Ageat. Dr. Williem M, Reavis of the Hedica) Exemiaer's
0ffice conducted the autopsies of the-victims, Specisl Agent Steve Jones,
Special Agent Sam Pennica and Spacfal Agent Domald Sollars of the SBI Lotent
Prints Laboratory teok custody of the physical evidence obtained at the autspoy.

AGENT'S NOTE:

The following five (5) page attachment consists of a copy of the Petitien emd
Order of Autopsy. & copy of the court order for exhumation and autopsy and @
consent for exhumation signed by five (5) members of the victim's fem{iy.
(See Attachment Number One)

.
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AGENT'S NOTE:

The following Tour (4) page attachment consists of a copy of the report of
autopsy on Josephine Davis, This autopsy was conducted by Dr. Marvin W,
Thompson at Southeastern Gemeral Hospital im Lumberton, North Carolina on
Tuesday, September 7, 1976.. Special Agent Lee Sampson wes present at the
autopsy and photographed the body of the victim. (See Attachment Mumber Two)

i
!
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Dir. Marvin Whitaker Thompson, Pathologist, Southeastern Senaral Hospital,
Lumberton, North Carolina

Dr, Thompson was fnterviewed at his office on November 2, 1976, by Deputy
Sheriff Phillip Little, Special Agent Lee Sampson and Reporting Agemt.

INTERVIEW STATEMENT:
AGENT'S_NOTE:

Dr. Thompson is the Pathologist that parformed the autopsy on Atlens Davis

and Josephine Davis, The autopsies were performed at Southeastern Gensral
Hospital in Lumberton on September 7, 1976.

"There were not any photographs taken of the two (2) bodies at the autopsy.
I did not search the bloody portion of the two (2) bodies for any latent prinmts.

I did not search the bodies for foreigs hatrs. I cut some known heir semples
from the pubic area on Ailene Davis.

I did not obtain any fingerprint parings or scrape under the fingernsils of
either victim,

I did not x-ray the bodies of the two (2) victims. I cannot say whaether or
not Josephine Davis had a broken jaw.

Both of the victims had brufises on their face and head. [ canrot say what
caused the bruises, they could have been caused by a fist or by & blunt
instrument. The skin over the bruises was not brokan.

Both of the victims had wounds on the neck. I measured the leagth of all
wounds, but not the depth.

Josephine Davis also had a stabbing wound in her chest which trated the
1iver. This wound would have to be at Yeast five (5) to six {6) centimeters
deep in order to penetrate the Tiver. Thare was also a wound in Josephine
Davis' left breast. All of the wounds on Josephine Davis were over three (3)
centimeters Tong.

Ailene Davis had some wounds on her face. The wounds on Ailene Davis were
from two (2) to five {5) centimeters long.

One (1) inch equals approximatey two and one half (2 1/2) centimeters.
Most of the wounds on the two (2) victims appeared to be slashing wounds made
6~
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' at ﬁn angle. HMajor blocd veskels in the recks of both victims were
transectad, causing great loss of blood which led to death.

The nature of the.ngck and head wounds on the two (2) victims irdicate
that the perpetrator may have been right handed, ;

The wounds, appe:m‘ to have been made wii.:h" a butcher knife type weapon.

The ggtopsy of Josephine Davis did not reveal any evidence of sexual
assault, ‘

The autopsy of Aflene Davis showed evidence that the vagina had been

penetrated. The inner walls of the vagina had been lacerated and.there

was evidence of bleeding around the lacerated area. I could not say what

the vagina had been penetrated with. I% could have been a penis, a fingev,
or some other object. I did not find any semen in Aflene Davis' vagima. !
searched the victim's lower body for semen and did not find any. I did not
;‘ind any semen on the victim's clothing. I did not search other body openings
or semen,- ’ T :

I could not say what the time of death was on either victim, Josephine
Davis had feod in her stomach, It takes five (5) to six (6] hours for the
stomach to empty."

Deputy Sheriff Phillip Little, Bladen County Sheriff's Department, El1izabethtown,

North Carolina_

Deputy Sheriff Little wis interviewed by Reporti'ng Agent on Thursday, October
14, 1976, and subsequent dates at the Bladen County Sheriff's Department.

INTERVIEW STATEMENT:

"On_Monday, September 6, 1976, Deputy Sheriff Earl Storms and I were in the
Kelly Section of Bladen County..-We received a radio call from Sheriff Allen
who'told us to come back to Elizabethtown. The Sheriff told us that a homicide
had been reported and that he was en roite to the scene at that time. This

. was between 4:30 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. :

A few minutes later, the Sheriff radiced us again and told us he was standing
by at the Josephine Davis residence on Highway 242 North of Elizabethtown.

We arrived at the Davis at approximately 5:15 p.m. When we arrived, the only
: Police Officer at the scene was Sheriff Allen. There were a few spectators
standing in the yard. There was not anyone in the house. To my knowledge,
I was the first Police Officer to enter the house. :

T
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I entered the house through the front door, which would aaly apsn epough for
a person to barely get through. Deputy Sh;riff Earl Stores -89 1-the howse
through the front door scon after I did, Deputy Sherif? Stores apd I twmedi-
ately searchad tha entire house for intruders and found we oRe.

A few minutes after Deputy Sheriff Stojms and I enteved the house, Deputy
Sheriff Lynn Eoore arrived and entared the house. ty Sheeif? Woore
walked through the house, after ontaring through the t door, and want
out of the house through the back door. Deputy Sheriff Moore checked the
back yard and woods behind the house for evidence or pscple. Deputy Sheriff
Moore did not stay in the house very long.

I have known the victims, Josephine Davis and Allene Davis, for most of my
1ife, 1 live less than one {1) wmile from their house, The victims live

a five (5) room, wooden frame house on the East sfde of Hi 262 Morth.
The house is approximataly 35 yards from the edge of Highway 282, The house
is Tocated approximately .3 of a mile North of the {ntersectien of Hi

242 North, Highway 53 Wast and Highway 701 South. The house 18 Wh. \}'2
1.2 miles North of the Cape Fear River bridge at E!izabethoowm, housse
faces in a West/Rorttwast direction.

Whan I entered the front door of the victims' house, I found tha body of
Ailene Davis l{ing on her back on ths floor just inside the froat door with
har head pointing in a Southerly direction and her feet pointix.la 8 Wortherly
direction. Ailene Davis' body was so closa to the front door that the door
would not opan into the room all of the way. Aflens Davis' head was nodr

the right front corner of a green refrigerator which was on the Sowth side of
the front door. On the North sfde of froat door is & sofa. Ailene Oavis'
right foot was on the edge of the sofa near the middle of the sofa, Ailene
Davis' left leg was bent nearly double with the left foot on the flcor near
the adge of tha wall and her left knse {n tha sir, Af{lene Davis' arwms were
thrown back on @ither gide of her head and were bent at the elbows., Aflene
Davis was wearing a-davk checked dress and a slip. The dress and slip wore
pulled up above her waist. Ailene Davis was not wearing underpants or
brassiere or shoes and socks and was not wearing any jewelry. There wes

a brown and white, lace-up leather shee lying batween A{lane Davis' outspread
legs. The shoe was near the right leg inner thigh. A

1 observed numerous wounds about the neck and face of Ailane Davis. The hesd,
neck, amms, and upper torsc of Ailene Davis were heavily saturated with blood
and the floor beneath the head and upper torso was covered in pools of blood.
The pools of blood were under the upper torso and head of Aflene Davis. The
pools of blood were in a 1fquid state with a thin film or crust on top. There
was also smears of blosd on the lowar torso and on both Tegs ¢f A{lene Davis.

The body of Jasephine Davis was lying on her back on the floor near the middle
8=
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of the room with her head pointing in an Easterly direction and her foet
pointing in a Westerly direction. Josephine Davis' legs were outstretched
and spread apart with the right foot touching the right elbow of Allene
Davis. Josephine Davis' right arm was thrown back beside her head with the
elbow bent and har right hand touching & sofa. Josephine Davis' left avm
was bent at the elbow so that her left hand was near her left shoulder,
Josephine Davis was wearing a 1ight colored dress and slip. The dress and
s11p were pulled up above her waist. Josephine Davis' upper torso frem her
waist to her neck, her right arm from the elbow to her shouldar and her entire
left arm were covered with a printed bed sheet. Josephine Davis was rot
wearing underpants or a brassiere and was not wearing shoes or socks ard did
not have on any jewelry.

I observed numerous wounds about the neck and face of Josephine Davis and
both of her lowsr arms and hands bore defensive wounds. The head and neck
area of Josephine Davis were heavily saturated in blood and there were smell
amounts of blood smeared about her lowar torso and both legs. There were
pools of blood underneath Josephine Davis' head on the floor., The pools of
blood underneath Josephine Davis' head were in the same state of coagulatfon
as the pools of blood underneath the head of Ailene Davis,

Dr. Ralph Meinhardt, Bladen County Medical Examiner, examined the bodies of
the two (2) victims at the crime Scene and stated that in his opinfon, death
had occurred approximately eight (8) to 10 hours before his exemination. Dr,
Meinhardt made his examination at approximately 6:00 p.m. Dr. Meinhardt
authorized that the bodies be sent to Lumberton, North Carolina for autepsy.

The autopsy of the two (2) victims was done on Tuesday, September 7, 1976.
igecial Agent Lee Sampson of the State Bureau of Investigation was present at
e autopsy.

The house occupied by the two (2) victims, Ailene Davis and her mother Josephine
Davis, is a unpainted, wood frame dwelling consisting of five (5) rooms and a
front porch. The front porch extends from the Southwest front corner of the
house to a point slightly more than halfway across the front of the house on

the Northwest. On the Northwest front cormer of the house 1s an outside storage
room which access is gained from the front porch. The main body of the house
consists of four (4) room and an entry hall at the back door. Directly behind
the front ﬁorch on the Southwest front corner of the house 1s a 1iving room,
which is the room in which the bodies were found. Entry is gained fnto the
1iving room from the front porch via a door located to the right or South

of the center point of the house. To the rear of the living room at the Southeast
rear corner of the house is Tocated a kitchen. There is a door fn the rear living
room wall giving access into the kitchen. On the North side of the kitchen, at
the center rear of the house, is a short hallway which gives access to the back

-9-
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door of the house. The North wall of the kitchen contains a door giving
access.into-the hall, At the Northaast rear corner of the house is located

a small storage room, Access into the storage room is gained from-the hall
via a door in the South wall of the storage room, The Northwast front cornes
of .the main body of the house contains a bedroom. This badroom {s batween
the outside storage room located at-the front of the house and the smal}
storage room located at the rear of the house. Access is gatned fnto the
bedroom from-the Tiving reom via a door in -the North wall of tha living voem.
There.is:also a door in the front wall of thé bedroom which gives access onto
the front poirch of the house at a point slightly to the left or Nerth of the
center point of the house. -

Windows are locatdéd in the.hcuse at the following locations: in the South wall
of the 1iving room near Southwest front corner of the house, in the South wall
of the kitchen near the Southaast rear corner of the house, in East wall of the
kitchen near the Southeast rear corner of the house, 1n the North wall of the
small. storage room near the Northeast corner of the house and-ia the North wall
of the bedreom at a point approximataly midway in. the reem.

My examination of the outside storage room at the front of the house, of tha
small storage rocm at the rear of the house and of the hallway at the rear
of the house did not reveal any physical avidence or signs of disturbance.
Deputy ‘Sheriff Earl Storms, Sheriff John B, Allen and I exsmined the entire
house for physical evidence and conducted a crime scene search on Monday,
September 6, 1976.

The bedroom of the house contained four (4) beds, one (1) in each corner,

an o1d. TV set, a small table and a dark colored, metal wardrobe with double
doors. The metal wardrobe was standing in the approximate center of the room.
The metal doors were open. A ladies hand bag.and a small, matal box as well

as a few items of clothing were lying on the fidor in front of tha open metal
doors of the metal wardrobe, It appeared that these items had been ramoved
from the metal wardrobe and left on the floor by the perpetrator. The remiinder

of the bedroom was disorganized, but did not apﬁear to have been recently disturbed.

‘The surface of the metal wardrobe and some of the items in the wardrobe were
‘examined for latent prints and none were found. I made this latent print exemina-
tion of the wardrobe and its contents.

There were drops of blooed .on the floor between the 1iving room door of the
bedrocm and the metal wawvdrobe.

Deputy Sheriff Earl Storms and I examined the kitchen for physical evidence,
Deputy Sheriff Storms and I both lifted some 'atent prints in the kitchen,
We.also examined -the kitchen for signs of blood or other types of physical
evidence. The only thing we found wasa bloody shoe track on the kitchen floor
Just inside the doorway coming from the 1iving room. '

=10~
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! examined both of the windows and windowsilig in the kidchen for amy eviesnce
that the windows had been used as the peiat of catvy. [ did nat fled amy
evidence to {ndicate that the windews were the poiat of eatey. Relther ong
of the windows were secured in any way.

There was & pan of cooked stank and gravy on the steve. There was ome (1) plate
and afp!ass on the kitchen table that sumeone had been cetinp steak amd growy
oeut of,

We examinad the kitehen for sharp knives. Ue found two (2) butchar knjves
behind the hall deor stuck ir the wall, Neither of the knives appeared te
have been used vecently. Both were very vusly. Ye did not Ting ary ather
sharp knives in the house.

The kitchen did not shew any signs of o struggle end was not tn disarvay
except for what appsared to be normal disorder.

I examined a glass found on the kitchen table for latent primts ard did
not find any.

The only physical evidence that I found 1n the kitchen were soma latent prints
I Tifted from the stove near the window in the South wall of the kitchen,

There are three {3) stoves in the kitchen. On the South side of the dnor
going into the living room is a wood burning, cast {ron stove with o pipe

going into a chinmey. In the corner South of the wood burning stove s another
cast iron stove. In the opposite corner or Southeast coragr of rosm, 18 a
white electric stove. This white electrie stove is partially under ths wicdey
in the South wall of the kitchen. I 1ifted the latent print off of the tap,
West cornar of the white electric stove.

On the back or East wall of the kitchan, between the back window end the white
electric stove, i3 a table with two (2) pans on top of the table. One of the
pans had water fa 1t with a plate in the water.

In the Northeast corner of the kitchen, between the back window and the hall
dgor, is another larger table. This s the table which had the qlass ond
eating plate sitting on {t. The surface of the table was covered with a
large variety of items such as condiments, groceries, and kitchen utensfis.

In the Northwest corner of the kitchen between the door going fato the hall and
;hgdd?or going inte 1iving room is a kitchen cabinet that contains a variety of
0 tems.

. The 11ving room of the house was also used as a sleeping room by the twe (2)
‘victims. As you enter the 11ving room by the front door frem the psveh, thare

e
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is a green vefrigerator beside tha front deor on the right or South side of

the front door. In the Southwest front cormer of the 1iving room {8 a second
white refrigerator. This white vefrigerater partially covers @ portton of the
window 1n the South wall of the 1iving room. On tha opposite side of the window
from the refrigerator, against the South wall of the living room, ave two (2)
chairs. In the Southeast corner of the 1iving room is an old sewing mechine
which had a radio sitting on top of it. Between tha sewing machine and the
kitchen door in the East wall of the living room {s a wood burming, cast {ven
stove with a pipe flue connected to a chimney in the South wall of the Hvig
raom. On the opposite side of the kitchen door from the store, facing towe

the center of the room, is a sofa, This s the sofa that {ne Davis

slept on. Directly behind the sofa, in the Rortheast corner of the livieg
room, is a dresser. The top of the dresser contained a varfety of papers,
toflet articles and medicine, Rext to the dresser, on the Heut side of the
dresser, is the door te the bedroom., This decor s in the Horth wvall of the
1iving voom and the deor is partially blocked by the Josephine Davis sleeping
sofa. On-the Nest side of the bedroom door, against the Rorth wall of the 1
11ving room and between the bedroom door and front door of the Viving room
is a second sofa. This 1s the sofa that Aflene Davis slspt on.

The green refirigerator has two (2) doors, one at the top for a freersr snd
a large one on the bottom, This refrigerator contained food, The white
refrigerator did not contain any food and was not working,

There was some woman's clothing, shoes, and pocketbooks on the two (2) ehatrs
and on the sewing machine in the Southeast corner of the room.

In addition to the blooed on the flgor of the room immediately avecund the aves
of the two (2) bodies, there was also blood splattered on the front and right
side of the green refrigerator and also on the wall batween the refrigeveter
and the front door of the house.. There were splatters of blood on the froat
and left side of the white refrigerator, on the window beside the white
refrigerator, on the South wall between the window and the two (2) chaivs and
also a few splatters on the chairs.

There was a striped bed sheet Tying on the Aflene Davis sofa. There was also
a pillow instde a pillowcase lying on the same sofa. The gﬂlow and pillowcase
had- been stabbed and slashed with a sharp instrument. Both the piliow and the
s:r:geed’;bed sheet were 1ying on the end of the sofa furthest from front door

0 ouse. '

There was a second pillow inside a pillow case 1ying on the extreme East end
of the Josephine Davis sofa. There was a white, terry cloth towel draped over
the arm of the Josephine Davis sofa on the West end .of the sofa. There was @
printed bed sheet covering the upper portion of the body of Josaphine Davis,

-,
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* The wooden floor of the 11ying room was covered with 1inolewm, but the 1inoleue

198-H-14

There was also a glass partially filled with cronge juice sitting om
of the West end of the Josaphine Davis sofa. The glass of orange u
siitrting on top of the terry cieth tael that ws dvaped over 3% srm
sofa.

On the fleor behind the Josephine Davis sofa at the West end of the dvesver ]
naar the door of the bedroem was a cerdboard shos box partfally #1104 with e
C:ger documents, with other decuments scatteved on the flcor around the shee p

Deputy Sheriff Earl Storms took photographs of the liviag room before the
bod13 were removed. Inciuded {n those pho s a plctove of bisedy
footprints on the flcor near the body of Af{lene Davis.

At a later data (September 30, 1976), Cumberland County Deputy Shertt?
Bob Conerly and !s:upt out the section of floor bearing the bloody mm

I examined the glass that contafned orange juice, which was oa the am of the
Josephine Davis sofa, for latent Finu and did not find any. ! also cxamined
a one half gallon cardboard containrer of mr?o Juice fournd ta the green

a

rator for latent prints and 1ifted three tant priats,

The entire living room was examined for latent prints h{ Osputy Sherift Garl

Storms and mysel?, The only latent prints found were 117ted by Deputy Sherie?
Storms from the upper, left corner of the green refrigerstor, The e oxterier
surface of the refrigerator was not exanined at that time for Yatent prints becawss
of wat blood on the surface of the refrigarator.

Befors the bodies of the two (2) victims weve removed from the house, | examined
each body for presence of haivs, I removed halrs from the bodtes of both victims,

The Shariff removed a small radio found on top of the sewing mechine from the
crime scene for later examination for latent primts.

:l: also searchad the entive living room for the murdsr weapon and did not find

D R RO O
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did not cover the entire floor, in some places the wooden floor was exposed,

When I arrived at the crime scene, there were not any 1ights on 1rside or cutside é
of the house.

State Bureau of Investig:tion Speclal Ageat Lee Sampson arvived at the crims
scene after dark on Monday night, Special Agent Lee Sampson took sceme fnterior
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and exterior photographs of the crime scene, Special Agent Sazpson also teok
custody of some physical evidence that had beenm collected at the crime scema.
Special Agent Sampson submitted the physical evidence to the State Sureau of
Investigation Laboratory in Raleigh. Special Agent Sampscn was also present
at the autopsy of the two (2) victims on Tuesday.

Deputy Sheriff Lynn Moore and Deputy Sheriff Brodis Hester conducted the
crime scene search on the exterior of the house.

Fresh automobile tire tracks were found on a woods path behind the house ea
the Northeast side of the house. These tire tracks were later elfmirated as
having been made by a car belonging to Josephine Davis' som, Lonnie Davis, who
visited his mother on Sunday afternoon,

Two (2) tennis shoe tracks were found on the ground underneath the badrecn
window on the North side of the house. Daputy Sher{ff Lynn Noore poured plasts?
. of paris cast of these tennis shoe tracks.

. There were also signs found on the ground that someona had valked around the
j house, but these tracks were not clear enough for a cast to be mide,

The yard and surrounding area about the house were searched for signs of Dlood
drops and for the murder weapon. Nothing was found.

A hasp and lock were placed on the back door of the house and I retatned all
keys to the lock. A sliding thumb bolt was put on the inside of the front door
and the outside storage room door was nailed. The outside badroom door cenmot
be openad. The crime scene has been maintained secure. No one has been allowed
to enter the crime scene without my presence since Tuesday, Octoder 7, 1976.°

This case is pending further investigation.
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Handwritten notes in the BCSO file indicated that Charles Tyndall was investigated as a possible
suspect because the Victims’ family said he told someone he had come to Bladen County and “got up
with the wrong crowd.” Mr. Tyndall denied this and he and his two daughters were fingerprinted on

November 1, 1976.%8

The SBI file contains a December 6, 1976 letter from Jane Norris stating she thinks someone
“knows more about the Josephine and Aileen Davis murder than they have told.” Norris provides her
address and telephone number and requested that law enforcement come speak with her. There is no

indication whether Investigators ever followed up on this letter.

On June 23, 1977, SBI Deputy Director J.P. Thomas reviewed the case and reported to the

Director that the master file was confusing and fragmented. The letter is included below.

28 BCSO file handwritten note, BCSO Bates stamp Pgs. 39-46.
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Form 106

3 BUREAU O1" INVESTIGATION
NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OIF JUSTICE

RALEIGH
Intra-Bureau Correspondence
IF'rom: Deputy DirectorQLfP. Thomas ' Date: June 23, 1977
e
To: The Director File No.: 7198-H-14/15
Subject: Josephine Davis - Victim In Reply To:
. Aileen Davis - Victim
Homicides

Bladen County, North Carolina

The above case was selected recently for review. This
is an.unsolved double murder that occurred September
61976,

The master file is fragmented and confusing because so
many people have been involved with the evidence. The
Bureau was not initially involved and I do not think our
Agents are to blame for the poor results.

In the interest of a renewed comprehensive effort
Supervisor Harton is requested to review the file,
confer with Agents, etc.

Supervisor S. R. Jones is requested to review the
work of his section and offer suggestions that may be
helpful. ;

The master file reflects that only four (4) sets of inked
prints have been compared with the latent prints. The

field Agents should always document their requests for
comparisons so it will reflect in the report. In talking
with field and Latent Evidence people I find that they each
want to take the blame for poor documentation. The attitude
.is admirable; however, an attempt to clarify procedure

seems to be in order - field Agents should request comparisons
on evidence forms, by memorandum or verbally. If verbal a
memorandum confirming the conversation should follow. In
this way everyones report will indicate where investigative
pressure should be applied.

JPT:dj

cc: Deputy Director R, H, Carland
Assistant Director Harold E. Elliott
Supervising Agent L. M. Harton
Supervisor S. R. Jones .
Special Agent L. E. Sampson
Special Agent M, L. Evans, IIT

000299
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On August 10, 1977, the Victims’ son/brother, Lonnie Davis, wrote to the SBI asking about the

case. The SBI Director responded. The letters are included below.
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Elizabethtoun, Nortt Curoling
August 1C, 1977

/--\
- -
Mr. Haywood Sterling, Uirasator = &
State Bursau of Investigation T :
Raleigh, North Carolina, 27501 e l

Dear Mr. Starling:

On September 6, 1976 my Mother, Alieen Davis and Sister, Jo:ephine Davis, ware
brutally murdered near Ellzgbethtown, North Carolina. In the days imediately fallowing
this there was right much astivity oconcerning the investig:tion of this aurder, but now
ho cne geems to be doing anything,

I would like to know if the SBI is oonduocting wn independent invest {ziticn in thip
orime, or if they are receiving the proper gooperation fromthe Bladen county Sherif ‘s
Department, or if the case has been closed, or juat what the Atatus of this is,

Sincarely,

Zorere i W Dmni.

lonnie H, Devis
H-3, Box 259
Elizabethtown, N,C, 28337

004734
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RUFUS L. EDMISTEN
ATTORNCY GENEfAL Augus g 12, 1977 PR 1R

B e

NORTH CAROLINA ?fuLﬂi
STATE BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (K\ 1\‘; |
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE \‘h

7

e
s —

421 NORTH BLOUNT Sraect

RALEIGH 27601

Mr. Lonnie H., Davis
Reute 3, Box 259
Elizabethtown, North Carolina 28337

Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge the receipt of your letter
dated August 10, 1977 concerning the death of your
mother and sister,

The State Bureau of Investigation initiated an invest-
igaticn into this matter on October 1, 1976, Investigution
to date has failed to produce sufficient evidence to
Justify an arrest.

Please be assured that this 'ie zn active investigation
and that the State Bureau of Investigation will continue
tc pursue the investigation until it is brought to a
successful conclusion.

Sincerely,

HAYWOOD R. STARLING,
DIRECTOR

Noeld £ . ﬁqh%

Harold E. Elliott,
Assistant Director

HEE:dj
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SBI Agent Poole Assigned to Investigation

On September 12, 1977, SBI Agent Henry Poole was assigned to assist with the investigation.?®

In September of 1977, the SBI contacted law enforcement agencies where Sledge was known to
have lived or traveled to request files for any “unsolved homicides of a similar nature.” Multiple
agencies sent reports, but none appear to have been deemed relevant to this investigation. 3 The SBI

also reviewed unsolved homicides across North Carolina.3!

An SBI status report covering the period of September 23, 1977 through October 12, 1977
states, “Presently the investigation is centered around SLEDGE in an attempt to either eliminate him or

take whatever action necessary against him.”3?

On September 29, 1977, Investigators examined the crime scene again. They located wage
statements indicating Aileen Davis had worked at a local amusement park at nearby White Lake in 1972.
They interviewed Harold Womble, who leased out the land to Work Amusement Company, which
operated the carnival rides. He did not have employment records for Work Amusement Company and
referred them to the owner, Hazel Work. He did recall Hazel Work once saying that Aileen Davis had

worked for her part-time.®

From September 1977 through February 1978, numerous people were interviewed relating to
different portions of the investigation. These interviews will be summarized below, broken up by

subject matter.
Information from William Dunn

On October 3, 1977, William Dunn (white male age 45) was interviewed at his residence in
Elizabethtown. Dunn said he worked at a TV repair shop in Fayetteville with William O. Hunt (described
as “negro male”). The day after the murders two or three black males (named Charlie, James Walker,
and “Little James”) came over and stated they had been across the street at a grocery store drinking

with “a black man named SLEDGE and SLEDGE has stated that he had killed two women in

29 BCSO File Bates stamp Pg. 248.

30 BCSO File and SBI File, reports located throughout both files.

31 5BI File, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4736-38 and 4747-48.

32 5| Status Report, October 12, 1977 (covering Sept, 23-Oct. 12), SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4756.
33 SB| Status Report, October 10, 1977, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4768-4773.
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Elizabethtown” and Sledge had a pocket full of money. Dunn said William O. Hunt may not want to be

involved with this case. Dunn said he did not know Sledge and this was the first he had heard of him.3*

On October 6, 1977, William O. Hunt was interviewed at his home in Fayetteville. Hunt said he
recalled being with William Dunn, but did not recall any conversation about Sledge and the murders.
The report states, “Hunt appeared to be trying to impress Investigators about how much he did not
know. He made comments such as, ‘I don’t remember what anybody says, you know how blacks are?’
He stated several times he needed to talk with Bill Dunn in order to refresh his memory. He also stated
that he remembers reading all about the case in the paper, but doesn’t know, ‘anything about what

anybody said.” %

On October 11, 1977, James Jackson (black male, no age in report) was interviewed at the E-Z
Shop in Fayetteville.3® Jackson said he was called “Little James.” Jackson said he does not know
anybody named Joseph Sledge or a black man who shaves his head. Nobody has ever said in his
presence that they killed anybody. He has never heard anybody say that they killed two women. He
does know both William O. Hunt and William Dunn, but if they said he knew anything about two women
being killed they are either lying or have mixed him up with someone else. He knows Charlie Blue. 3’
Officers tried to give Jackson a polygraph and he agreed, but the examiner was unable to perform it

because Jackson had a severe cold.?®

The investigative report says William Dunn was brought in to verify that this is the James
Jackson he referenced. Dunn said he believed Jackson was the same person and knew him as “Little

James,” but could not be absolutely certain.®

William Dunn was then given a polygraph. The investigative report states “The polygraph test
indicated that Mr. Dunn had told the truth when he related his knowledge of statements allegedly made

by JOSEPH SLEDGE about killing the two women.” *° The polygraph report says no deception indicated

34 SB| Status Report, October 12, 1977 (covering Sept, 23-Oct. 12), SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4756-67.

3 d.

36 |t appears the E-Z shop is the grocery store Dunn referenced in his interview, although he referred to it as
Horne's grocery.

37 SBI Status Report, October 12, 1977 (covering Sept, 23-Oct. 12), SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4756-67.

38 d.

¥ d.

40d.

42



and says “none performed” for the numerical evaluation.** There is no record of what questions were

asked.

The report states that the officers then “confronted” James Jackson and told him “the polygraph
indicated William Dunn was telling the truth. James Jackson continued to deny any knowledge of

statements made about the homicides by JOSEPH SLEDGE.” #?

On October 12, 1977, Charlie Blue (black male age 61) was interviewed at his residence in
Fayetteville. The report states “According to information received during prior interviews, this subject
was present when SLEDGE made statements concerning the killing of two women in Elizabethtown.”
Blue said “the only thing he knows for sure is that he is on disability, draws Social Security, and is trying
to be a man.” The agents note in the report states, “It is to be noted that Blue drinks wine often during

the day and night.”

On October 14, 1977, William Hunt and James Jackson were given a polygraph tests. The results
for both show no deception indicated with a numerical score of 5 for Hunt and 6 for Jackson.*® These
polygraphs are not documented in the investigative reports and there is no indication what questions

were asked.

On the same day, Charlie Blue was given a polygraph exam, but the report states that the
examination was terminated because the examinee was determined to be mentally incompetent.** This

polygraph is also not documented in the investigative reports.

There are no follow-up reports in the file.
Interviews Regarding Johnny Ray Benton

During the investigation, several people that were interviewed provided information that

Johnny Ray Benton may have been involved in the murders.

On September 30, 1977, Investigators interviewed Carolyn Hall (no race or age provided in
report) at her home in Elizabethtown. Hall said that a month prior, Jenny Tatum told her that Tatum’s

brother, Johnny Ray Benton, said he stood outside the window and watched the murders. Johnny Ray

41 5B| Polygraph Report, October 11, 1977, SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4777.
42 5B| Status Report, October 12, 1977 (covering Sept, 23-Oct. 12), SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4756-67.
43 SBI Polygraph Report, October 14, 1977, SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4774.
44 SB| Polygraph Report, October 14, 1977, SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4775.

43



Benton said that two boys did it. Hall said one of the boys might be William Thomas Haire, who changed

clothes behind a truck stop after the murders and his girlfriend said his clothes were bloody. #°

That same day, Investigators interviewed Jenny Tatum (no race or age provided in report) at her
home in Elizabethtown. Tatum is the sister of Johnny Ray Benton. Tatum said that Jan Goldblox told her
Johnny Ray Benton said he knew who killed the Davis women and he “might have been with the people
who did it for all anyone knew.” Tatum said at time of the murder, she lived close to the Victims and
Johnny Ray Benton stayed with her. He spent the weekend of the murder at a trailer park less than a
mile from the Victims’ house. When Tatum saw him before the murder, he had on old tennis shoes and

when she saw him after the murder, he had on a new pair of tennis shoes. %

On October 3, 1977, Investigators interviewed Kay Tatum (no race or age provided in report) in
Elizabethtown. The report does not state whether Kay Tatum is related to Jenny Tatum or Johnny Ray
Benton. Kay Tatum said she talked with William Thomas Haire one month after the murders and he said
Joseph Sledge, Roscoe Smith, and two other men did the crime. She also heard rumors that Sledge told
people in Fayetteville he killed two women in Elizabethtown (Tatum’s mother was dating William Dunn).
She had heard the Victims allowed “negro and Caucasian” young people to use drugs at their house. A
week later, Tatum asked to be reinterviewed and said she had written down what she recalled about her
conversation with William Thomas Haire. She recalled him saying he knew for a fact it was four people

and that the Victims let them in because they knew them and one was Sledge.

On October 12, 1977, Rachel Louise Sessoms (white female age 23) was interviewed at her
home in Elizabethtown. Sessoms said she lives in the trailer park less than one mile from the Victims’
house.*® Sessoms said about a month before the murders, on a Sunday, two black men came to her
trailer window at night and asked if she was alone. She said her husband was home and the two men
then said they wanted a ride to Elizabethtown, but then they walked in the direction away from

Elizabethtown. She said she did not know the men and could not describe them other than their height.

Sessoms said the night of the murder, a neighbor’s dogs were barking around two or three in

the morning. She did not see or hear anything unusual until the bodies were discovered. She and

45 SB| Status Report, October 12, 1977 (covering Sept, 23-Oct. 12), SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4756-67.
4 1d.
471d.
4 d.
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another woman heard screaming when the bodies were found and the other woman went to the house.

She drove by the Victims’ home 20 minutes later and there were a lot of people in the yard.*

Sessoms said her brother, Robert Butler, went to Arkansas with Johnny Ray Benton after the
murders. Johnny Ray Benton had been staying at her mother’s house in the trailer park. She never
heard her brother or Johnny Ray Benton say anything about the murders. She had heard people say
that Josephine Davis’ grandson might have done it because of drugs or that someone else in the family

did it.*°

The files do not contain documentation that Johnny Ray Benton was interviewed until
November 15, 1977; however, there is a polygraph report in the SBI file for Johnny Ray Benton for
November 4, 1977 that states no deception indicated with a numerical score of 6. There is no indication
of what questions were asked. In a later documented interview, Johnny Ray Benton names Elijah

Robinson as the killer.

On November 9, 1977, Elijah Robinson (black male age 24, US Army Ft. Bragg) was interviewed.

The investigative report of the interview states:

Robinson was interviewed on November 9, 1977, at Cumberland County
Sheriff’s Office by reporting agent and Detective Little. Robinson stated
that he has heard something about the homicides, but that he would not
tell investigator’s [sic] what he had heard. He stated that he did not wish

to become involved in this matter and would not talk about the murders.

After some conversation, Robinson did state that he heard that two of the
victims’ family members had an argument with the victims and killed
them. That they took a broom handle and stuck it in one of the victim’s

vagina to make it look like she had been raped.

Robinson appeared somewhat irritated that officer would ask him about
this homicide. He further stated that he could not recall where he

received this information.

2 1d.
0 d.
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Agent’s note: Robinson was administered a polygraph examination on
November 9, 1977 and refused to answer question concerning his having
any knowledge of this killing. He later on this same day submitted to one
test, which was administered by Special Agent Webster. According to

Agent Webster, this test showed deception.”*

The polygraph report for Elijah Robinson states, “None Performed...Suspect had been
interrogated extensively immediately prior to examination. Examination terminated by this examiner.

Reexamination unlikely.”>? There is no documentation of what questions were asked during the

polygraph.

On November 15, 1977, Johnny Ray Benton was interviewed at the Bladen County Sheriff’s
Department. Benton was advised of his rights and signed a waiver. Benton said that on September 5,
1976, he was at Marshalls Sessoms’ house and after 11:30 p.m. he jogged home and took the long way
past the Victims’ house. Benton said he saw Elijah Robinson run out of the Victims’ driveway and get in
a car and leave at a high rate of speed. Three days later, Robinson came by Benton’s house after Benton
saw him talking to JoAnn Chadwick across the street. Robinson told Benton he better not tell anyone

what he had seen. >3

The next day, Benton was given a polygraph and the investigative report states that during the
preparation for the polygraph, Benton said he had lied and did not see anyone at the Victims’ house or
know anything about the crime except what he had heard in the community. Benton said he lied

because he was facing a four-year prison term and thought it would help him get out of prison.>

The polygraph report states no deception indicated with a numerical evaluation of 6. There is
no documentation of what questions were asked during the polygraph. The polygraph examiner’s
remarks state: “Examinee confesses that he did not know anything about the murders except that which
he had read in the paper or heard on the street. Stated that his statement in which he said he observed
Elijah Robinson leave the Victims’ residence was not true. Examinee was examined by RA to determine
whether or not the examinee was involved in the above crime or if the examinee had any real

knowledge concerning the above murders. It is the opinion of the RA that the Examinee was not

51 5B Status Report, November 14, 1977, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4791-98.

52 5Bl Polygraph Report, November 9, 1977, SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4790.

53 SBI Status Report, Nov. 22, 1977 (covering Nov. 10-16, 1977), SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4801-4808.
541d.
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involved in the murders and that the examinee does not possess any significant information concerning

the murders.”>

On November 16, 1977, JoAnn Chadwick (white female age 16) was interviewed regarding Elijah
Robinson. The report states that she had known Robinson her entire life, but could not recall talking to

him about the Davis murders.>®

A request was made to compare fingerprints on file for Elijah Robinson, but the November 30,
1977 SBI report states there were no prints on file and the comparison could not be made.>” There is no

indication in the investigative file that Elijah Robinson was ever fingerprinted or compared.
Interviews Regarding William Thomas Haire

On October 24, 1976, David Hamilton signed a rights waiver. A handwritten report in the BCSO
file states that Hamilton said he did not know the Victims and heard William Thomas Haire was a
suspect. The notes state that Hamilton was paroled August 15, 1975, agreed to take a polygraph, and

did not know Joseph Sledge.>®

An undated note in the BCSO file states, “According to interviews with locals it is apparent that
Thomas Hare (sic) has done a lot of talking about knowing who killed the Davis ladies. Hare needs to be

interviewed about his statements and if same are just BS be informed of his misconduct.”>®

On November 30, 1977, William Thomas Haire (white male age 24) was interviewed at his home.
Haire said the last time he was at the Victims’ house was in 1973 with Billy Ray Hales, Josephine Davis’
grandson. His cousin Danny Haire had acted suspicious since the crime. Someone told him that the
Monday the bodies were found, Danny’s forehead was skinned up. Haire said the brother of Roscoe
Smith was good friends with Billy Ray Hales (Josephine Davis’ grandson) and Billy used to give “the Smith

boy” drugs. %

An Agent’s Note says, “It is to be noted that William Thomas Haire has told a great number of

people in the past that he knew who killed the Davis ladies. Inquiries indicate that he has tried to
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impress several female members of the community with his knowledge when, in fact, he actually has no

knowledge concerning this crime.”®!

Haire’s wife, Connie Todd Haire (white female age 22), was also interviewed on the same day, at

the same location. She said her husband had no knowledge of the crime.®?

On December 7, 1977, Daniel Slater Haire Jr. (no race or age in report) was interviewed at his
residence. He lived near the Victims and at 4 a.m. on September 6, 1977, he passed by the Davis house
on his way to work and noticed a light on in the kitchen area, but nothing unusual. He had noticed lights
on at the house before. He said he has no idea who killed the women, but Josephine’s grandchildren

were very disrespectful to her.®

On the same day, Daniel Slater Haire Ill (white male age 25) was interviewed at his residence in
Elizabethtown. Haire said he and Billy Ray Hales (Josephine’s grandson) were good friends and used to
play near the house when they were children. He said he went to the mountains for Labor Day and
returned that Monday and he was with Wynn Haire and his wife, John Wilkes, and Rosemary Watson.
He feels like the Victims were killed by someone they know. Haire said he doesn’t know anyone capable

of committing such a crime.®
Interviews of Victims’ Family and Neighbors

On October 19, 1977, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Parker (no race or ages noted in report) were
interviewed. They lived close to the Victims. Mrs. Parker stated she was suspicious of Marion Lee Hales
who is married to Omega Hales (Josephine Davis’ daughter). Mrs. Parker said Marion Hales is rough and
“upon hearing of the murders, did not act excited.” She went on to say that he has a drinking problem
and he wanted to move away, but Omega wanted to stay close to her mother and sister. She stated

that Josephine had been at the Hales house until 8 p.m. the night before the murder. %

Mrs. Parker also said that Eddie Lanier went to see Josephine Davis, may have tried to court her,

and stayed overnight on several occasions. She also said Jackie Dean Smith spent the night with Aileen
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Davis when she worked at White Lake. The Parkers said they had never heard of any “blacks” visiting

the Victims. %

Mrs. Parker says she heard from Tom Hall that his daughter (Doris Shaw) said Link Haire’s son
did the killing and a long-haired boy stood at the window. That boy told Tom Hall’s daughter about it. ¢’
An agent’s note after the interview summary states, “This information has been checked out, and a

report will be submitted concerning it. As of this date, it is unfounded.”®®

On October 28, 1977, Omega (age not in report) and Wanda Hales (age 21) were interviewed.
Omega is the daughter of Josephine Davis and Wanda is Omega’s daughter. They live near the Victims’
house. Omega said Josephine came to her house on Sunday September 5, 1976 and she drove

Josephine home around 10:00 p.m. Omega saw her sister Aileen when Omega dropped Josephine off. %

Wanda said that she left her house about 4:00 p.m. the next day to visit Josephine and Aileen.
When she got there everything appeared normal and her grandmother’s little dog was tied up out front.
The screen door was open and a chair was lying at the door. She pushed open the wooden door and
saw the bodies and started yelling and rushed back to her house. Omega called the rescue squad.”®

Wanda stated that she did not enter the house.

Omega said Josephine “hated liquor and never drank a drop in her life and that if there was any
liguor in her mother’s body, it was because someone had forced her to drink it.” Omega said she did
not know if either of the Victims had a boyfriend. Eddie Lanier used to visit the Victims and spend the
night, but was just a friend. She said she did not know of any “blacks” who went to the house and

neither of the Victims had mentioned any strangers. ”*

Wanda Hales said during the early morning of September 6, 1976, she woke up and saw a car
parked in front of her house and a tall, slender, black male got out and the car headed back toward

Elizabethtown.”?
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On November 2, 1977, Marion Hales was interviewed at the Bladen County Sheriff’s
Department. He is the son-in-law of Josephine Davis and married to Omega Hales. He said Josephine
had been at his house the Sunday before the murders and his wife took her home around 10:00 p.m. He
got up on Monday morning at 4:30 a.m. and heard a car leave from the direction of the Victim’s house
at a high rate of speed. The car pulled into a driveway by his house that leads to “where three or four
blacks live.” He never saw the car leave that driveway. On Tuesday, he saw a black or blue car with out-

of-state tags pull out of “the black’s driveway.” 73

Marion Hales said Josephine does not drink and “there is no way a man could get Josephine to
take a drink of liquor or beer.” He said Eddie Lanier used to stay at the Victims’ house. About six
months prior to the murder, a man named David Bryant exposed himself to Aileen Davis. He described
Bryant as a drunk who hangs around the community.’* On November 4, 1977, Marion Hales was given a

polygraph and the report states no deception indicated with a numerical score of 11.7

On November 18, 1977, a neighbor, Viola Campbell (black female age 60) was interviewed at her
home, but was unable to provide the Investigators with any information other than her belief that there
were rumors in the community about the Victims having money and that she believes “they were killed

over some type of grudge.””®

On December 19, 1977, Lonnie Davis (white male age 56) was interviewed. He is the oldest son
of Josephine Davis. He visited the house the day before the murder. Davis said he did not know his
mother or sister to have any boyfriends. Josephine never drank and “hated liquor as much as she hated
the devil.” Eddie Lanier sometimes visited and was a friend of the family. He had heard that Sledge had
gotten a drink of water at his mother’s house a week or two prior to the escape when he was working
on the road. Agent’s note says: “It is to be noted that Earl McClur (sic) has been a job foreman on the

road gang for the Prison Department and worked JOSEPH SLEDGE. He needs to be interviewed.””’

On December 20, 1977, Billy Ray Hales (white male age 28) was interviewed at the Bladen
County Sheriff's Department. Hales was advised of his rights and signed a waiver. Hales is the

grandson/nephew of the Victims. Hales said he was at his girlfriend’s trailer the night of the murder.
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Hales said Eddie Lanier visited his grandmother once in a while. Josephine never drank alcohol. Hales
said William Thomas Haire told him that John Wilkes and Danny Haire may have killed his grandmother.
David Bryant lived up the road from the Victims and exposed himself to them once and becomes very
disorderly when he is drunk. On the morning the bodies were discovered, he saw a black Monte Carlo
parked at the gas pumps below the Victims’ house. The first time he passed it, it looked like someone

was in the car, but when he came back by it appeared empty.”®

On February 9, 1978, Earl Hood McClure (white male age 55) was interviewed. McClure was an
employee of the Department of Transportation and supervised road crews. Sledge was on his road crew

at White Lake Prison. McClure said Sledge was a loner and talked about religion.” The report states:

That on one occasion, while working near Elizabethtown (approximately
two weeks prior to the Davis homicides), SLEDGE asked to go to the
bishop (sic) and was gone from ten to fifteen minutes and then returned
to the gang. That while he was gone, a Mrs. C. M. Johnson called and
reported that a black male was behind her house crawling toward her

house.

According to McClure, the description given by Mrs. Johnson fits SLEDGE.
That SLEDGE was wearing a red jacket when this incident occurred and

they were working close to the Johnson house.

McClure is not aware of any trouble SLEDGE had with anyone on the

road gang.
McClure stated that he doesn’t recall ever working SLEDGE on Highway
242 near the Davis house.*°

Interviews Relating to Smith Family

The Smith family lived behind the Victims’ house and shared a driveway with the Victim’s
daughter, Omega Hales. In November and December of 1977, Investigators conducted a series of

interviews related to the Smith family.
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On November 29, 1977, Isazarah Smith (no race or age indicated in report) was interviewed at
her home. Smith said she did not recall anything unusual or notice any strangers in the area during the

time of the murder.

On the same day, Marie Smith Melvin (black female age 27), the daughter of Isazarah Smith, was
interviewed. She lived with her mother. Melvin did not recall seeing anyone in the area that appeared
suspicious around the time of the murders. An agent’s note says, “It is to be noted that during the
interview with both Mrs. Isazarah Smith and her daughter, Marie Smith Melvin, neither claimed that
they knew JOSEPH SLEDGE. Mrs. Smith also stated that she did not know the whereabouts of her son,
Roscoe Smith. Mrs. Melvin also stated that she did not know the whereabouts of her brother, Roscoe

Smith. Itis to be noted that JOSEPH SLEDGE, suspect, served time with Roscoe Smith.”8!

On the same day, Carlos Padella (black male age 46) was interviewed at the same address. The
report indicates that Padella is married to a Smith family member. Padella said Roscoe Smith is his
brother-in-law and he is staying somewhere in Maryland. He last saw Roscoe Smith the previous
Sunday. Padella has never heard Roscoe say anything about the murders. No one had said anything to

Padella about who may have committed the murders.??

On November 30, 1977, Samuel Smith (black male age 32) was interviewed at the Smith home.
Smith said he was with his girlfriend the entire night of the murder. He said he had not heard anyone
say who may be responsible. Smith said he had not seen his brother, Roscoe Smith, in a month and

does not know where he might have been on the night of the crime.®

On the same day, Joseph Smith (black male age 21) was interviewed at the Bladen County
Sheriff’s Department. The report indicates Smith said he lives with his mother Isazarah Smith. On the
night of the murder, he got a ride from Willie Lofton[sic]® and was let out at his driveway around 9:00
p.m. He does not have any idea who killed the Victims. He did not recall seeing strangers in the
community prior to or after the murders. Smith said he did not know Joseph Sledge. He cannot recall

the last time he saw his brother, Roscoe Smith, and does not know where he is staying. &
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An agent’s note with the interview report says: “It is to be noted that the driveway which leads
to the Smith residence goes by the home of the Victim’s daughter and son-in-law. That this driveway, in
fact, is the driveway for the Victim’s daughter and son-in-law who live just up the road from the Victims.
This driveway leads approximately a quarter of a mile back into the woods, where there are several

black families living.”%®

On December 7, 1977, Investigators interviewed Theo Jessup (black female age 55). Samuel
Smith had said he spent the night at her house the night of the murders. Jessup confirmed that Smith
was visiting her daughter, Margie Jessup Lesan, and stayed at their house that weekend. It is unclear

from the report if he left Sunday or Monday morning.%’

On December 7, 1977, Investigators interviewed Willie Clarence McLaughlin (black male age 23).
McLaughlin said he took Joseph Smith home from New Town on the night of the murders sometime
after midnight. He did not recall seeing anything unusual when he took Joe Smith home and Joe Smith
appeared normal. He did not know Sledge. He does know Roscoe Smith and has never heard him talk

about being a Black Muslim.8

On December 8, 1977, Investigators interviewed Margie Jessup Lesan (black female age 27).
Lesan confirmed that Samuel Smith stayed at her mother’s house the Tuesday prior to Labor Day
through Monday Labor Day. On Sunday night, Smith became so drunk he could not get into the house

and slept on the back porch.®

On December 20, 1977, Roscoe Smith (black male age 38) was interviewed at the Bladen County
Sheriff’s Department and was advised of his rights. He refused to sign a waiver. It is unclear if he later
waived as the report indicates that he did answer questions. He said he was at Woodie’s Grill the
Sunday prior to the murder and that he did not see Sledge on the night the Victims were killed. An
agent’s note states: “Roscoe Smith and JOSEPH SLEDGE have served time together in the State Prison

System. That both have been associated with the Black Muslims.”°

On December 27, 1977, Roscoe Smith was subjected to a polygraph after first arriving late and

refusing a previously scheduled polygraph on December 21, 1977. No deception was indicated. The

8 |d.
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examiner’s remarks state, “Subject was extremely uncooperative and terminated the examination after
the second test. Results of the first two tests were conclusive enough to form an opinion as to the

truthfulness of the subject.”*!

Interviews of People who saw Sledge while on Escape

On October 10, 1977, Investigators interviewed Moses Bethea (black male no age listed in
report). Bethea said his daughter saw Sledge throw something in a wooded area near her house in
Fayetteville the day after the murders. She recognized Sledge from his photo in the paper. Bethea said
he had reported this before, but officers looked in the wrong place and he had called numerous times
and left several messages advising them of this. Bethea showed officers the area, but they did not
search it at the time due to inclement weather.®? The report states that a search of the area will be
conducted at a later date, however there are no reports in the file regarding whether a search was ever

undertaken.

On October 26, 1977, James “June Bug” Walters (black male age 50) was interviewed in the
Cumberland County Jail. Walters said Sledge came to his house about a year ago and said he was on
escape and needed $5. Sledge was wearing slacks and a t-shirt. Walters saw Sledge again several days
later at Tommy Hart’s house and he believed Sledge stayed there for a couple of days. He provided the

names of others who were “close associates” of Sledge.®

On October 27, 1977, Investigators interviewed Thomas Hart (black male age 59) at the Bladen
County Sheriff’'s Department. Hart said Sledge came by his house while on escape and asked for money.
Sledge was wearing prison green pants and a civilian shirt. Later when Sledge came back, he was
wearing checkered pants he got from James “June Bug” Walters. Sledge had two women’s shoulder
bags he was trying to sell. Sledge was driving a green Chevrolet and said it was stolen. He later saw
Sledge in the Fayetteville jail, and Sledge said he blew the money he got from “the holdup in

Fayetteville.” Hart provided names of others who were present when he saw Sledge.%

On February 8, 1978, Thomas Hart was interviewed again, now at White Lake Prison Camp. Hart

said he could not recall any details other than what he had previously given and reminded Investigators
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to talk to other people he had previously named as present the last time they interviewed him. Hart

said Sledge is a Black Muslim and does not like white people.®®
Interviews of Inmates who had Served Time with Sledge

In 1977, Investigators began interviewing inmates who had been incarcerated with Sledge after
he was brought back from escape. They continued this line of interviews throughout the remainder of

the investigation.

On September 23, 1977, Investigators interviewed Adrian Sellers (white male age 40) at the
Bladen County Prison Camp. Sellers told officers that he “pulled time” with Sledge. Another inmate
(Ernest Edwards) had told Sellers that he (Edwards) overheard Sledge talking about hating whites.
Sellers said Sledge did not have many friends, but provided names of others who may have talked to

him. Sellers said Sledge once assaulted someone during road work.%®

On October 19, 1977, Investigators met with Captain Sparkman, Superintendent of the White
Lake Prison Camp. Captain Sparkman stated that Sledge had escaped from White Lake on September 5,
1976 and that dogs were brought in. Captain Sparkman told Investigators that Donald Sutton was also
an inmate at the unit while Sledge as there. Captain Sparkman said Sutton had escaped on July 26, 1976

and was recaptured on September 21, 1976.%

On November 2, 1977, Adrian Sellers was interviewed a second time, now at White Lake Prison
Camp. Sellers said that two weeks earlier, he had spoken with another inmate, “a homosexual known to
him as Gypsy” and Gypsy said Sledge told Gypsy they couldn’t prove he killed the two women because

he threw the knife away.%

That same day, Investigators interviewed Gypsy, whose real name is Julian Broadway (white
male age 22) at White Lake Prison Camp. Broadway said he was in the Cumberland County Jail from
September 1976 through December 1976 and talked with Sledge on several occasions. The report

states:

That on one occasion, SLEDGE stated that if all the white women were

killed, then “they would be rid of the devil.” According to Broadway,
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SLEDGE stated that he had escaped from the White Lake Prison Camp,
and that the authorities were trying to pin the killing of two white women

on him.

Broadway stated that on at least one occasion while talking to SLEDGE
that SLEDGE eluded to the fact that he threw his clothes beside a railroad

track and threw a knife beside the road.

Broadway went on to say that SLEDGE never actually said he had killed
anyone. However, SLEDGE did state that he was “here to do Allah’s work.
That Allah said to do away with the white race. Kill white women and

that would do away with the devils (white men).”*

On November 4, 1977, Investigators interviewed Donald Sutton (black male age 27) at Sampson
County Prison Unit. Sutton was serving time for murder and had escaped from White Lake Prison Camp.
When he was recaptured, he was in the Cumberland County Jail with Sledge. Sutton said Sledge told
him that authorities were trying to pin the murder on him, but he didn’t do it. The report states,
“Sutton said he would try to recall his conversations with SLEDGE and should he be able to remember
any new information, he would relay same to writer. Agent’s Note: Sutton will be interviewed at a later

date.”1%

During the investigation, Sutton was interviewed a total of four times and he ultimately told
Investigators that Sledge confessed. Sutton testified at both trials and received a $2,000 reward after

the conviction. The details of the interviews and his testimony are included in this brief.

On November 7, 1977, Julian Broadway was interviewed a second time. Broadway said he
recalled that Sledge said he had escaped from prison and gone to some house. Broadway said he could
not remember what Sledge said he did at the house, but Sledge said he hid his clothes beside a truck or
near a railroad track and threw his knife away beside the road. Broadway said Sledge kept saying, “If

they would kill all the white women, it would do away with the devil and they wouldn’t be around.” 1%

An agent’s note after the interview report says “It is to be noted that Broadway did not offer any

information until after talking with Adrian Sellers, who we know as an inmate in the North Carolina
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Prison system who, from time to time, has an abundance of information. That some of this information

doesn’t always prove to be valid.”%?

On November 16, 1977, Captain Sparkman of the White Lake Prison Camp contacted

Investigators and said that Julian Broadway had further information about the murders.

On November 17, 1977, Broadway was interviewed a third time and said that one day they were
served pork in jail. Sledge does not eat pork and said, “Those whites are still trying to kill me.”
Broadway responded that he should be glad to eat because lots of people didn’t have anything to eat
and Sledge said, “Well, | know two that won’t be eating any more swine,” and that he had cut two white
women’s throats in Bladen County, but they could not pin the murder on him because he had thrown

the knife beside a bridge and his clothes beside a railroad track or near a truck or tractor. 1%

An agent’s note after the interview report says, “It should be noted that Broadway is a

homosexual and appears somewhat proud of his station in life.”2%

On November 17, 1977, Julian Broadway was given a polygraph with no deception indicated.
There is no indication of what questions were asked and there is no numerical evaluation on the report.
The examiner’s remarks state, “Even though the examination of BROADWAY did not indicate any
deception in regard to his statement that Joseph Sledge told him that he (Sledge) cut the Victims’
throats, it is RA’s opinion that the results may not be valid due to the physical and mental condition of
the examinee.”’% The investigative report about the polygraph says the results were inconclusive “due
to Broadway’s emotional state and personality.” However, the examiner did feel that he was “telling

the truth.”106

On December 28, 1977, inmate Robert Washington (black male age 27) was interviewed in the
Cumberland County Jail. The investigative report states Washington was in jail with Sledge after Sledge
was recaptured. Washington said Sledge told him he did not know how he became a suspect in the

case. Sledge called white women “she devils” and said something about getting rid of “she devils.”
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Washington said Sledge does not appear to be the kind who could commit such a crime. According to

Washington, Sledge never hung around homosexuals.'%’

On that same day, Carlos Richard Wade (no race or age in report) was interviewed at White Lake
Prison Camp. Wade stated he was in jail with Sledge, but could not remember Sledge other than

hearing his name mentioned.'®

On December 30, 1977, David Wayne Pegram (white male age 21) was interviewed at the
Harnett County Youth Center. Pegram was in the Cumberland County Jail at the same time as Sledge

and said Sledge “was a muscular individual who kept to himself and didn’t talk to anyone.”1®

On January 6, 1978, Charles “Kim” Diggs (black male no age in report) was interviewed in
Fayetteville. Diggs said he was in jail with Sledge. He did not overhear Sledge making any statements
about two women being killed in Bladen County. An Agent’s Note states, “Diggs is a homosexual and

known in the Fayetteville area as a ‘drag queen’.”1°

On February 8, 1978, Donald Sutton was interviewed for a second time at Sampson County
Prison Unit. He said he has known Sledge for a couple of years and talked to him in Cumberland County

Jail. The interview report says:

Sutton stated that SLEDGE told him that the women (victims in Bladen
County) were supposed to die, and he (SLEDGE) was glad they were dead.
That their deaths meant that there were ‘two more they (blacks) would

not have to worry about.”

That SLEDGE talked about hating white women. Further, that SLEDGE

claims white women are “she devils” and should die.

Sutton went on to say that SLEDGE said something about a lot of blood,

but he (Sutton) doesn’t recall exactly what was said about this.
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According to Sutton, he has heard SLEDGE say that the “white men” were
supposed to rule the world for a certain period of time and if the white

women were eliminated, the white man’s rule would be shortened.

Agent’s Note: Sutton stated that since it has been sometime since he had
talked with SLEDGE, he would need time to think and put their

conversation together. This interview was terminated.!!

On that same day, Phil Thomas Melvin (black male age 27) was interviewed at the Sampson
County Prison Unit. Melvin said Sledge is “crazy.” Melvin also said that he would not tell Investigators

anything about Sledge, even if he knew something.!'?

On February 10, 1978, Donald Sutton was interviewed a third time at Sampson County Prison

Unit. The investigative report states:

Sutton again stated that he had known JOSEPH SLEDGE since 1974, and
that they had spent sometime together in jail. According to Sutton, since
he has known SLEDGE, he (SLEDGE) has talked about “knocking over
whites, she devils.” That Sledge thinks white men use white women to

“get over on the black men,”

Sutton stated that when they were in the Cumberland County Jail
together, SLEDGE said that the authorities were trying to say that he killed
two women. That SLEDGE said he wasn’t guilty but after more
conversation, SLEDGE said, “They should be dead.” That SLEDGE said

something about a lot of blood and seemed to be “hung up on blood.”

According to Sutton, he asked SLEDGE about his clothes and SLEDGE said
that everything he had on was thrown away and nobody could ever find

them.

Sutton stated that SLEDGE told him that he had cut himself going over a

fence (Sutton thought he meant a prison fence).
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As to SLEDGE’S escape, Sutton stated that SLEDGE told him that he had
hidden after jumping the fence and then walked to Elizabethtown where
he caught a ride with someone to Highway 87. That the person who gave
him a ride let him drive the car. Sutton stated that SLEDGE would not tell
him what he was doing before he left Bladen County. That SLEDGE told
him that he was arrested in South Carolina, and that he was going either
to Florida or Georgia. According to Sutton, he asked SLEDGE why he was
trying to leave North Carolina and SLEDGE said because he was afraid

‘they’ were going to convict him of killing the two women.

Sutton stated that when he and SLEDGE were in the penitentiary together,
SLEDGE had a blade. That at one time, he had a pocketknife as well as a

blade that he had made from a kitchen knife.

Agent’s Note: Sutton stated that he needed to think about their
conversation and would probably be able to recall more of what he and
SLEDGE talked about. This interview was terminated, and Sutton will be

reinterviewed at a later date.*3

An undated note in the BCSO file states that Inmate Charles Edmondson told SBI Agent Evans
that he had information about the Davis case and would trade the information for work release. The
note says the suspects were a black male and white male who killed the Davis ladies because they

refused to tell where the money was located.'**

On December 16, 1977, Charles Lewis Edmundson was interviewed at Central Prison.
Edmundson stated that he did not know anything about the murders, but had a “storehouse of

information” about other break-ins, “but would not pass it on until he was offered some kind of deal.”*?®

On February 3, 1978, Julian Broadway was transferred to a different prison “This transfer was

made due to Broadway being threatened by other inmates for giving information in this case.”!®

113 |d

114 BCSO file Bates stamp Pg. 453.

115 sB| Investigative Report, Jan. 5, 1977 (covering Dec. 7, 1977 — Dec. 30, 1977), SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4831-4840.
116 5B Investigative Report, Jan. 5, 1977 (covering Dec. 7, 1977 — Dec. 30, 1977), SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4849.
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On February 15, 1978, Sutton was interviewed a fourth time at the Bladen County Sheriff’s

Office.!” The report is on the following page.

117.BCSO File, BCSO Bates stamp Pg. 190. Note: This report is not in the SBI File provided to the Commission by the
SBI or the copy of the SBI file provided to the Commission by the NC Center on Actual Innocence.
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Donnie Lee Sutton, B/M, Inmate — Sampson County Prison Unit, Clinton,
North Carolina:

Suttbn was reinterviewed on February 15, 1978, by writer and Detective
Sergeant Phillip Little, Bladen County Sheriff's Office.

Sutton stated that while in jail he and Sledge talked about being
arrested. That Sledge said the reason he was trying to leave the State
after his escape was because "they" would pin a murder on him.

According to Sutton, he asked Sledge about the murder and Sledge said
that he didn't intend to kill them, but was put in a position where he
had to do it. Further, that Sledge said he was "glad the bitches were
dead."

Sutton went on to say that Sledge talked about "all that blood." Accord-
ing to Sutton, he thought Sledge was crazy. That he (Sledge) said
something about the women being cut up. Sutton stated he couldn't
recall how or why Sledge said he knew they were cut up, but he definitely
said they were cut up.

Sutton stated that there was no doubt in his mind about Sledge having
killed the women. That he (Sledge) convinced him that he had killed the
two women.

Sledge told Sutton that his clothes would never be found.

NOTE: Sutton thinks Sledge is too smart to wear bloody clothes out of
Elizabethtown.

Sutton also stated that Sledge told him he caught a ride out of Elizabeth-
town to Fayetteville. Further, that Sledge told him that he got up with
some "dude" at a service station in Fayetteville and convinced him to go
to South Carolina, Georgia, or somewhere to make some money.

Sutton stated that he could not recall anything else at this time but may
be able to remember more about their conversation later.

.5','&44,2/ ,UM)&:} wathf Lo Stlons  wn w 24 L “ 5-/--a'é"?
%_)L &M,VQ./JL“’-‘L Cc. a{—o/../Q’
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On February 16, 1978, Herman Baker was interviewed by Agent Poole, Det. Little, and Captain
Sparkman (Superintendent of White Lake Prison Camp) at the Bladen County Sheriff’s Office. Baker was
an inmate at White Lake Prison Camp and was transported to a local motel for the interview.!® Baker’s
name had been provided to investigators by Captain Sparkman the day prior. The investigative report of

this interview is below:

118 Det. Little testified Baker was taken to a motel for the interview. Det. Little’s testimony is include with the trial
portion of this brief.
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Herman Lee Baker, Jr,, B/M-27, Inmate — White Lake Prison Unit,
_@rk Release — Department of Transportation):

Baker was interviewed on February 16, 1978, at 8:30 a.uﬁ., by writer, Captain
Sparkman, North Carolina Department of Correction, and Detective Sergeant
Phillip Little, Bladen County Sheriff's Office,

According to Baker, he has known Joseph Sledge since 1969. That he was in
the Air Force and met Sledge at a poolroom in Fayetteville., That he lost
contact with Sledge, but met him again in 1975 while serving time for
forgery at the White Lake Prison Camp.

Baker went on to say that he was paroled in January, 1976. However, in
April, 1977, he was back in the prison system after being convicted of
Breaking and Entering, hos -

That in June of 1977, he was at the Moore County Prison Camp and again met
Sledge. That either in June or July, Sledge was lifting weights and he
(Baker) was talking with him. While they were talking, another inmate came
over and told Sledge he was wanted in the office., That Sledge returned
10-15 minutes later and said that he was wanted in court at Elizabethtown,

According to Baker, he.asked Sledge why and Sledge said he wondered if it
was about the murders in Elizabethtown. Baker went on to say that Sledge -
asked him, "If I tell you something, can you keep it to yourself?"

That Sledge said when he escaped he was running through the woods and
looking for a place to hide when he came upon an old house., Sledge told
Baker that he didn't think anyone was home and went in. That after he

got in the house a lady came in the room screaming, "What are you doing in
- the house?" He pushed her and hit her, Another lady was coming in the

room screaming and one yelled "call the po]_.ige" or something to that effect, -

According to Baker, Sledge said he started’ stabbing one of them and the
other one was trying to pull him off and he stabbed her. - Sledge said that
he kept stabbing them and stabbing them. Sledge said, "Damn wn, it seemed
like I went crazy."  Further, that Sledge said he ran out of the house '
through the back door and toward the woods. That he ran into a cleared
field where there was an o0ld building and buried the knife behind the old"
building, "

Baker stated that Sledge referred to the women as devils and said that when
he stabbed them he didn't think blood was going to come out, but thought
fire would come out. Further, that while inside the house one of the
women hit him with something.

Baker went on to say that Sledge told him he sprinkled black pepper around
the back door steps when he left the house to keep the devils' spirits
from coming after him, S : !

That while inside the house he had one of the women on the floor and
thought the other lady was going to a phone, so he Jumped up and got the
other one. it '

000447
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Aecordlng to Baker, Sledge kept saylng he stabbed...he stabbed,

'Baker went on to say that Sledge talked a lot about killing white women.

That on one occasion he told Ralph Qu:Lck B/M, AKA: Scatter-man, he should

kill the whlte ‘girl he: was datln (That they were in prison at the time.)

NOTE Baker stat.ed that the conversation with Sledge took place at around
12:00 noon on a Tuesday. That he knows it wa=' Tuesday because he
had a class that m.ght. o)

That Sledge went on to' tell h:Lm tharL he stole a car after killing the two
women. : ,

000448
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On February 17, 1978, Det. Little returned to the crime scene and collected a pepper can that
had been lying in the hall when he arrived after the murders. There is no investigative report

documenting the collection of this pepper can. This information is taken from Det. Little’s testimony.®

On May 13, 1978, Inmate Adrian Sellers wrote to the Director of the SBI stating that he was in
danger from both guards and other inmates for giving information to Agent Poole and Det. Little. Sellers
wrote that they agreed to keep his conversations with them confidential, but Captain Sparkman and

others knew of the details. He asked for protection and transfer.!?

Sledge Interview

On January 18, 1978, Sledge was interviewed by Det. Little and Agent Poole. It is unknown how
many times Sledge had been interviewed prior to this date because there are no reports of previous
interviews in the law enforcement files. The summary of the interview written by Agent Poole is

included below.

Sledge submitted to a total of 11 polygraph tests on four different occasions. The polygraph
reports do not indicate what questions were asked; however, deception is indicated on the 11 tests that
were scored. There are no investigative reports regarding what Sledge had said during any

accompanying interviews.'?!

119 Second Trial Transcript, State v. Sledge, 78 CRS 2415-16 (Columbus County), August 21, 1978 Superior Court
Session Columbus County, Pgs. 293-294.

120 5| File Letter from Adrian Sellers, May 15, 1978, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4857-4862.

121 5| File, Polygraph Report January 19, 1978, SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4581 and SBI File, Polygraph Report January 20,
1978, SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4580.
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INTERROGATTION: ADVICE OF RIGHTS

YOUR R1CHTS

TH . e 4 I A T
Place ) 77,24/ /0 77¢ 7% lCr e

Date Taaluaper A8 \ﬁ‘\ﬁ)

Time. /.50 ° <77 ;?/7

‘

Before we ask you any questions, you must uuderstand your rights,

3

You have the right to remain silent,
Anything you say can be used against you in court.

You have the right to talk to a lawyer for advice before we ask
you any questions and to have him with you during questioning.

If you camnot afford a lawyer, one will be appointed for you before
any questioning if you wish..

If you decide toianswep questions now without a 1awyer'present, you
will still have the right to stop answering at any time. You also have the
right to stop answering at any time until you talk to a lawyer,

WAIVER OF RIGHTS

I have read this statement of my rights and I understand what my
rights are. I am willing to make a statement and answer questions. I do
not want a lawyer at this time. I understand and know what I am doing.

No promises or threats have been made to me and no pressure or coercion of

any kind has been used against me.

s

Siéned N \ LES ) \):'\,\—} \Y“ ’
p Fap ;N A
Witnesstzﬁfi;gﬂg'ﬁjz ,ﬁwzaf=(:-—m.
( *”7;;7 —_
Witness: {_/é:; Lﬂ;ﬁ
2 7 7T -

Time: ;L. 7774/
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196-L-10/15
P alles OF JEVESITEGT0NS

JOSETE SLib.GU, Jiley DfiE=33, Aitis  Totol, lamg, bowith Corolin: Twdoon S/mbels

h

SIE.CE wap intervicued ob the Scotland Heck Pollco Deporiment on Jumagy 1i3,
19738, by writer and Letectivo Scrpeant hillip Livtle of the Hladen County
" Shordfif's Offlce. 3 ,

SIELGE was advisod of his cuxwtiﬂubimml rights and signod a wadver dndicating
thot he ves willing to tolk withoub an cbtomey bedng proscibe

"According to SLEIGE, ho escapod from Lhite Laie Prison on Soptombor 5, 1976,
betueen 12330 pelte and 1300 peite, just afber hoad counbe SLELGE stoled thad
the reason he climbed over the back fence was to cat some grapes which uore
located behind the prison complaxe That after he climbed the fonce ho fomd
that no grapes wers on tho vino and decided to stay on the outslde. lie
gtated that ho walked around & pond near the grapevine and sat down next to
a tree watil after derke That ufber dark he crossed thic highuway, velled Lo
Lliczabethtoun and stole a car vhich he drove to Foyctteville.

SLEDGE stated that uhdle welking to Elisabethtoun ho possed a place (Joint)
where %ell these black brothors and sisters were® and asked thom for a ridoe
to Eliznbethtoine That thay told him they were not going to Llizsbothboun
ab thob time. Mo stated that aftor tallking to these people he took a shirt
from somoone’s clothesline and chonged shirts before going to Ilisabothtomme

SLEDGE went on to say that ho got to Fayetteville dwring the ewrly morning
hours of Monday, Soptcmber 6, 1976, and pickod up @ boy on Marchonson load
and zave him a rdde to Grovo Terracee Ghat this boy paid hdm ano (1) or
tuo g) dollors. ‘'That after giving the boy a ride he drove to Slater Avenuo
and parked in front of someone’s house and slept in the care (This ves
before daylights) :

Iator that same morning abt approximately 7:00 feme, accordlng to SLELGE,

he picked up another boy vho worked at the airport and guve him a ride to
worke Thot he doesn't lnow this persan's namce That uwponr retuwradng fron
the afrport ho vent back to Mrrchenson Road and bonght o bottle of wino,
drove dowm Jasper Street and deank the winee That he then picked up tuo
giris (pomes wilmoun) and gave them a ride 40 a noarby storce According to
SIELGE, this wvas around 9300 ceme ,

SLIDGE stated thab on londay night, time wnlnown, he picked @

and drove hin to Slater Avenue vhere he parked in front of o house on the
2500 blocke That after he porkoed the car he couldn't get it started end

Pes lico lefte
SLELGE stated that he could not recall any othor activities on londaye
As 0 his activitics on Tussday, September 7, 1976, SLELGE stobed thab early

- that day he stole a licerse tag which he put a the car that he had stolen
© 4n Hicabethtoune That hs “played toxi®™ wost of thoe daye Ihat ab gpprowd=
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mately 4300 petley ho way gotbing gas at a Texaco Sbatlon and a police car
pulled up beside him and an officer told him to gel out of the cars Thai
he did get out of the car and ran across vhe pariding lob, climbed a fence,
and got awaye According to SLEDGE, he hid wnder someone's house wmtil

Lednesday morninge .

On liednesday, accord:in,g to SLEIGE, he came cut from under the house at
approximately 7:00 a.me aud noticed a pear tree necarby. IThat he stayed
around the pear tree and ate poars untdl after davie That after dark he
started valling toward Lvepy Bowlevard and stole 'a pulr of blue joans from
a clothesline., He went on to soy that afier he took the blue jeans he

uent into a store and vurchased an oringes. That while inside the store he -
say a policemon who looked at him as if he were suspicious. Ihat afber
leaving the store he stole amother car and drove to the bus station.

According to SLiLGE, when he got to the bus station, he picked up a boy
vho said he wves going to Florida and they started driving fouthe Thzat he
doesn't lmou this person’s name, bubt they wore together vhen he vas
arrested in Dillon, South Carolinae.

SLELGE talked about being a Muslim and denied Idlling the Davis viomene
According to SLIDGE, only God could prove who killed those uchcne OSLELGEYS
conversatlion was filled with attempts to use a vocabulary beynnd his
capability.

Several timep during the intorview, SLIDGE would use phroses prefoced with
"Praise be 1o Allehl"

el e - 000571
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Conclusion of Investigation

The SBl issued a final report closing the case due to conviction on September 1, 1978.

On November 30, 1978, Donnie Lee Sutton received $2,000 and Herman Baker received $3,000
as “payment of reward.”*?? The memorandum states, “As a result of this information and the testimony
of both Baker and Sutton, Sledge was convicted of two (2) counts of murder during August 1978 and

received two (2) life sentences.'?3

On October 7, 1980, Herman Baker wrote to Det. Little stating that he had “messed up again”
and asking Det. Little to help him get moved to a jail with a work release program. Baker wrote. “...Every
were [sic] | go | seem to run into trouble about that Joe Sledge case...”*** The file does not contain any

response from Det. Little.

122 5| File Intra-Bureau Correspondence, Nov. 30, 1978, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4869-4872.

123 Office of the Governor Memorandum, Sept. 27, 1978, SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4586 and SBI Memorandum, Nov. 8,
1978, SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4578.

124 | etter from Herman Baker, Oct. 7, 1989, BCSO Bates stamp Pgs. 2-3.
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VI. Suspects

During the course of the investigation, Det. Little named multiple other people as suspects. Itis

not clear as to why some of the named people were considered suspects and if they were ruled out or

why.
List of Named Suspects in Sheriff’s File
SUSPECT RELATION TO CASE PRINTS
Raymond Alves Told officers in New Jersey he Prints were compared. No
(white male) raped and killed 8-10 women identifications effected.

between New Jersey and
Florida.

Mildred Tyndall Barnes
(white female)

Daughter of Charles Tyndall,
who was considered a suspect.

Prints were compared. No
identifications effected.

Johnny Ray Benton
(Native American male)

Interviewed and said he saw
Elijah Robinson outside the
Victims’ house. He later
recanted and was given a
polygraph with no deception
indicated. Rumors that he was
present at the murders.

Does not appear fingerprints
were compared.

David Bryant
(white male)

Victims’ family said he had
exposed himself to Aileen and
was a drinker. Bryant was
interviewed.

Does not appear fingerprints
were compared.

Mary Sue Gaither
(female)

Det. Little obtained a knife from
her. The SBI report for the knife
lists her as a suspect. The knife
was disassembled and tested
for blood with negative results.

Prints were compared. No
identifications effected.

Danny Haire Jr.

Lived near the Victims. Said he

Does not appear fingerprints

Interviewed and said he was in
the mountains weekend of
murders.

(white male) drove by their house the were compared.

morning of the murder. No SBI

Report lists as suspect.
Danny Haire llI Rumors that he had a skinned Does not appear fingerprints
(white male) forehead after murder. were compared.

Larry Wayne Haire
(white male)

Rumor that he was involved.

Does not appear fingerprints
were compared.

William Thomas Haire
(white male)

Multiple rumors that Haire was
involved.

Prints were compared. No
identifications effected.
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Billy Ray Hales Grandson/Nephew of Victims. Prints were compared. No
(white male) Listed as a suspect. identifications effected.
Marion Hales Son-in-law of Josephine. Prints were compared. No
(white male) Rumors that he was involved. identifications effected.

Given polygraph with no
deception indicated.

David Hamilton

Unclear why he was a suspect.

Does not appear fingerprints

(unknown) Interviewed. were compared.
Robert James No reports about him. Listed as | Prints were compared. No
(unknown) a suspect in SBI fingerprint identifications effected.

report.

Ernest Johnson

Rumors he had scratches on

Does not appear fingerprints

(white male) body. Interviewed. were compared.
Carlos Mateo Padella Interviewed shortly after the Does not appear fingerprints
(black male) murder. Lived behind the were compared.

Victims with the Smiths.

Troy McKoy, Jr.
(black male)

No reports about him. Listed as
a suspect in SBI fingerprint
report.

Prints were compared. No
identifications effected.

Willie Clarence McLaughlin
(black male)

Drove Joseph Smith home the
night of the murders. Listed as
a suspect in SBI fingerprint
report.

Prints were compared. No
identifications effected.

Leslie Raynor

Listed as a suspect on a

Prints were compared. No

(unknown) handwritten list in the BCSO file. | identifications effected.
Elijah Robinson Named by Johnny Benton as a Print comparisons requested,
(black male) suspect. Interviewed. but not compared because no

fingerprints on file.

Jimmy Robinson
(black male)

Arrested in Maryland for rape
and law enforcement file
shared.

Does not appear fingerprints
were compared.

Joseph Sledge

Claimant. Convicted of two

Prints were compared. No

(black male) counts 2" Degree Murder. identifications effected.
Jimmy Smith Listed as a suspect on a Does not appear fingerprints
(black male) handwritten list in the BCSO file. | were compared.

Friends with Billy Ray Hales.
Joined army in 1976.

Joseph Smith
(black male)

Listed as a suspect on a

handwritten list in the BCSO file.

Lived behind the Victims. Got
ride home from Willie
McLaughlin the night of the
murders.

Prints were compared. No
identifications effected.

Joshua Smith
(black male)

Listed as a suspect on a

handwritten list in the BCSO file.

Lived behind the Victims.

Prints were compared. No
identifications effected.
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Roscoe Smith
(black male)

Lived behind the Victims. Knew
Sledge in prison. Rumored to
have been involved.

Prints were compared. No
identifications effected.

Samuel Smith
(black male)

Listed as a suspect on a

handwritten list in the BCSO file.

Lived behind the Victims.
Interviewed and said he was at
girlfriend’s house the weekend
of the murders.

Prints were compared. No
identifications effected.

Charles Tyndall
(unknown)

Listed as a suspect on a

handwritten list in the BCSO file.

Interviewed.

Prints were compared. No
identifications effected.

Margaret Marie Tyndall
(unknown)

Daughter of Charles Tyndall.

Prints were compared. No
identifications effected.

Larry Wayne White
(white male)

Interviewed in Florida. White
was charged with the murder of
an 80 year-old white woman.
White refused to talk to them.
No indication why White was
considered a suspect.

Does not appear fingerprints
were compared.
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VII. Forensic Analysis

During the investigation multiple items of evidence were collected from the Victims’ house and
subjected to forensic analysis, including latent print analysis, microscopic hair comparison, and serology.
Investigators returned to the crime scene multiple times throughout the investigation to collect more

items, conduct tests, and collect additional latent lifts.

Sledge’s clothing was also collected and subjected to serology analysis. The testing of the items

collected from the crime scene and from Sledge will be detailed below.

Additional items of evidence were collected from under a bridge that Sledge stated he crossed
over during his escape from White Lake Prison Camp. The Victims’ family was shown these items and
stated they were not from the Victims’ house. Serology testing and paint comparison were done on

these items and did not reveal any connection to the crime.1®

Additionally, a white handled knife was collected from Mary Gaither who was listed in a SBI
report as a suspect. The knife was disassembled and tested for blood and the presumptive test was
negative.’?® The investigative file does not indicate that any other investigation was undertaken

regarding this knife or Mary Gaither.
Fingerprints

Fingerprints were collected and compared to multiple people. The investigative and laboratory
reports indicate 97 latent lifts were collected from the crime scene during the course of the

investigation.'?’

The reports do not indicate which lifts were determined to be of value and therefore which lifts
were able to be compared. The reports do indicate that 13 latent prints were identified as belonging to
the Victims, Josephine or Aileen Davis. Two latent lifts were identified as belonging to the Victims’

granddaughter/niece, Wanda Sue Hales.!?

125 5B| Laboratory Report, Oct. 22, 1976, SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4645 and SBI Laboratory Report, March 29, 1977, SBI
Bates stamp Pg. 4710.

126 SB| Laboratory Report, Oct. 19, 1976, SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4640.

127 A February 25, 1978, SBI Laboratory report indicates one additional latent print was lifted after the 97 were
identified. That one latent print was identified as belonging to Aileen Davis.

128 5B| Laboratory Report, Sept, 24, 1976, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4608-10; SBI Laboratory Report, Oct. 11, 1976, SBI
Bates stamp Pg. 4638; SBI Laboratory Report, June 30, 1977; SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4715-18; SBI Laboratory Report,
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The remaining latent prints of value were compared to multiple individuals, including Sledge,
many of the suspects listed above, law enforcement, first responders, family, friends, and neighbors of

the Victims. No identifications were effected.'?®

Luminol

On October 16, 1976, SBI analysts conducted Luminol testing at the crime scene. The report and

diagram are included on the following pages.

Nov. 30, 1977, SBI Bates stamp Pg. 4809 and SBI Laboratory Report, Feb. 25, 1978, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4852-

4854.
129 |4.
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FORM 106 Sk
BUREAU 01" INVESTIGATION *
NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
RALEIGH
Intra-Bureau Correspondence
From: Chemists J. S. Taub & D. G. Hedgecock Date: October 29, 1976
To:The Director File No.: 262-T-10-60370
L 198-H-14/15
Subjeet: Crime Scene Investigation “*In Reply To:
TYPE OF CASE: Homicide ¢ COUNTY: Bladen
VICTIMS: Josephine Davis, Aileen Davis SUSPECT: Joseph Sledge,Jr.
LOCATION: Route 2, Elizabethtown . DATE: October 26, 1976

On October 26, 1976, in response to a request for laboratory assistance” from
S/A Marshall Evans, the'writers left Raleigh at 3:00 p.m. and proceeded to

Elizabethtown, North Carolina, arriving at 5:00 p.m.
After meeting with S/A Evans, Deputy Little and Sheriff Allen at the Sheriff's

Office, we proceeded to the above-described house for a visual examination for
semen. We adjourned after marking several possible areas, to wait for dark.

At 7:15 we returned and examined the living room with an ultraviolet light.
Several areas of possible semen were spotted, but preliminary tests with m.u.p.
reagent were negative.

A visual search for blood followed. Large areas of the living room were
covered with material that gave preliminary tests for blood. These areas included
large areas of the floor in the middle and near the front door, two refrigerators,
all four walls, two couches, a chair, a stove, a fan, a dresser, a cabinet radio—— ~
in fact, most items in the room. An examination of certain bloodstain patterns
was made at this time. Al

- A notable area of bloodstaining was seen in the general area of the living
room in which two refrigerators were located at right angles to one another, a
large green refrigerator-freezer against the front wall and a smaller white refrig-
erator against the outside wall. (see diagram.) )

Several large, nondescript smeared arcas were present on the lower right
corner of the green refrigerator.. Adjoining these smears, a heavy concentration
of slightly elongated spatters across the lower front of this refrigerator were
noted which were parallel to the floor and which displayed a directionality away
from these large smeared areas. A small number of thin longitudinal or streak-
like stains were present on the middle and upper portions of the refrigerator
door and on the freezer door which displayed a general upward directionality.

The smaller white refrigerator perpendicular to the green refrigerator con-
tained a large number of circular droplets and spatters on the middle and lower
left front portions of the door. A small number of thin streaked stains were
noted on the left side of the refrigerator as well with a general directionality
away from the front of the refrigerator.

000332
76



' sg——

T N

; m2=

CRIME SCENE MEMO: 262-T-10-60370/192-H-14/15

A small number of spots and droplets were present on the floor between the
two refrigerators. Some of these stains were directed toward the white refrig-
erator, while others were nondescriptive.

A number of large crusty stains were present on the wall to the left of the
smaller white refrigerator which showed a "running" down effect. '

A number of circular droplets, spatters, and specks were seen on the lower
wall between the green refrigerator and the front door. Some larger stains
showing a "running" down effect were also present on this wall between the light
switch and the floor.

- In general, the majority of these bloodstains were consistent with the type
of spattering which occurs from a beating or clubbing type of assault. While
some of these stains would have resulted from impact to exposed wounds, others
probably resulted from being thrown or. flung off of the involved weapon itself.

Most of these stains appear to have originated from the lower right area
of the green refrigerator; the "running" stains present on the wall beside the
white refrigerator and on the wall beside the green refrigerator do not, however,
appear to necessarily or directly relate to the formation of these other stain
patterns. . ’

The directionality displayed by these stains indicates that the blows causing
these patterns probably occured from several directions, e.g., from along the
front of the refrigerator, from overhead, and possibly from along the right side
of the refrigerator. The largest number of blows appears to have come along the
front of the refrigerator, where the bloodstaining pattern is heaviest.

Also seen at this time were smudges leading into the bedroom adjacent to
the living room and drops in the kitchen near the door to the living room.

At this point a Luminol examination was made. In the corridor of the bedroom
aumerous indications were found, most being a repeating pattern such as may be
produced by a wet bloodstain on the bottom of a shoe. These marks were triangular
in shape, about 1 1/4" by -1 1/2", and extended from the door to the window on the
opposite side of the room. Also, in front of the metal cabinet there appeared

" a mark resembling a barefoot print, but which may also have been just a combination

of spots. Several of these areas tested positive with phenolphthalin reagent.
<" In the living room, a handprint of a left hand was revealed in an area 5"
from the hinge-side doorjamb of the front door, immedjately in front of one

couch and adjacent to an area from which the floorboards had been cut and removed.
The handprint was oriented such that the fingers pointed towards the couch and
the front wall of the room.. This handprint was about 7 1/2 inches long.

In the area of the stove four long streaks were revealed behind the stove,
about 18" long and 3/8" wide. Nearby, in front of the sewying machine table,
appeared a footprint of what appeared to be a left tennis shoe with circular
suction cups in the sole. This print was indistinct due to the wearer having
pivoted on the heel. This shoeprint was roughly 11" long.

On the wall beside the front door to a height of 4' and the wall beside the
living room window to a height of about 6 1/2' there were visible blotches of
material that gave chemical indications of blood. These blotches were unusual in
that they consisted of what appeared to be numerous small (1/2" x 1/2") clots
surrounded by soaked-in area and drips and streaks. A section of wallpaper from
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CRIME SCENE MEMO: 262-T-10-60370/193-H-14/15

beside the window was retained for laboratory analysis.

Photographs were taken by S/A Gary Knight of the marks on the refrigerators,
the walls, and couches. Also, Luminol photographs were made of the foot-print-
~ appearing mark in the bedroem, the handprint, the tennis—shoe print, and the

streaks beside the stove.
After an examination of the entrance from the living room into the kitchen

which revealed only the afore-mentioned visible droplets, the examination was
terminated and we returned to the Bladen County Sheriff's Office to discuss
the findings. We left Elizabethtown at 11:30 p.m. and returned to Raleigh at
1:15 p.n. ’

A diagram of the scene is appended to this report.

; : &

JST/DGH:dc
Enclosure

cc: Chemist J. S. Taub

Chemist D. G. Hedgecock
S/A Marshall Evans
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Serology

During the investigation, multiple items of evidence were subjected to blood analysis and tested

for semen.

The clothing recovered from Sledge after his capture as well as the pants located during the

drive around Bladen County with Sledge were tested for blood.3°

The blue jeans taken from Sledge after his capture “bore human blood reactions for group A on
the inside of the left pocket.” Both Sledge and Aileen Davis were blood Group A. Josephine Davis was
blood Group B. Human blood was located on the t-shirt collected from Sledge during his capture.
Chemical indications were positive for blood on the green pants located in Fayetteville, jockey shorts
taken from Sledge after his capture, and the right shoe taken from Sledge after his capture.'®! The
diagrams from the SBI Laboratory Reports detailing these items and the testing are attached on the

following pages.

No semen was found on the vaginal swabs taken from Aileen Davis’ body.'*? A towel collected
from the couch at the crime scene as well as the Victims’ clothing were positive with presumptive tests
for blood and negative with tests for semen. A patchwork cloth from the crime scene was positive with

presumptive tests for blood. 13

A piece of wallpaper was collected from the crime scene and testing revealed that it bore
human blood giving reactions for group B.** Josephine Davis was blood Group B. Both Sledge and

Aileen Davis were blood Group A.

The vehicle stolen by Sledge and recovered on September 7, 1976 was tested for blood. The
reports states that a visual examination of the vehicle interior “revealed nothing notable.” The vehicle

was then tested with Luminol and multiple locations fluoresced.!3*

A green hat was collected from Sledge when he was captured and a green Army cap was

collected from the woods near the crime scene on September 12, 1976. An SBI Intra-Bureau

130 sB| Laboratory Report, Sept. 24, 1976, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4621-22.

131 Id

1321d. and SBI Laboratory Report, June 30, 1977, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4728-29.
133 |d

134 SBI Laboratory Reports, June 30, 1977, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4728-29.

135 SB| Laboratory Report, Oct. 1, 1976, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4634-36.
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correspondence report states a “cap” tested negative for blood. No testing of either hat is reflected in

the SBI Laboratory reports.!3®

A chart prepared by the Commission staff detailing the items subjected to blood and semen
testing during the 1976-1978 investigation is included on the following pages after the SBI diagrams.

This chart will be reviewed at the Commission hearing.

136 5B Intra-Bureau Correspondence, Sept. 30, 1976, BCSO Bates stamp Pgs. 336-341 and SBI Laboratory Report,
Sept. 24, 1976, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4621-22.
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Serology Summary

Item Description

Bench Notes

Lab Reports

Testimony — 1% Trial

Testimony — 2™ Trial

SBI Item 3: 1 pair—
green pants
(recovered in
Fayetteville)

-Benz: Positive
-Phenol: ? Positive
-Insufficient for
further analysis

“Chemical indications of

blood were found on
Item #3 (pants)...”

Brought up, but Taub
did not testify about
his findings

*SBI Item 4: Blue and

white striped knit shirt

(from Sledge)

No bench notes
provided

“Hairs removed from

Items...#4...will be sent
with Items...to the FBI.”

Q: “Did you run a
test to determine
whether or not there
was any indication of
blood on that
sweater?”

A: “Yes, sir, | did.”
Q: “Was there any
blood on it?”

A: No, sir.

SBI Item 5: T-shirt
with red trim &
cartoon on front &
back

(from Sledge)

-Benz: Positive
-Phenol: Positive
-Tak: Positive
-Preap:

Human — Positive;

Rabbit — Negative
-Material insufficient
for further analysis

“Human blood was
found on Item #5
(T-shirt).”

SBl Iltem 6: 1 pair—

blue jeans -Tak: Positive giving reactions for
(from Sledge) -Preap: Human-— group A on the inside of
Positive the left pocket.”**
Rabbit —
Negative

-Benz: Positive

“Bore human blood

SBI Item 7: 1 pair—
white jockey shorts
(inside out)

(from Sledge)

-Benz: Positive
-Insufficient for
further analysis

“Chemical indications of

blood were found on...
Item #7 (jockey
shorts)...”

SBI Item 9: 1 pair —
white tennis shoes
(from Sledge)

Right Shoe:
-Benz: Positive
-Tak: Positive
-Insufficient for
further analysis
Left Shoe:
-Benz: Negative

“Chemical indications of

blood were found on...
Item #9 (tennis shoes-
the right shoe)...”

*|tems with an * are items that the Commission has been able to locate; all other items are missing
and/or destroyed and cannot be located for additional forensic testing/analysis.

**¥*NOTE: Lab Report dated 9/24/1976 indicates that Sledge is Group A blood, Aileen Davis is Group A
blood, and Josephine Davis is Group B blood.
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Item Description

Bench Notes

Lab Reports

Testimony — 1% Trial

Testimony — 2™ Trial

SBI Item B-14: Blue T-
shirt with pocket
(from Cape Fear River
Bridge)

-Benz: Negative

SBI Item B-13: Long
sleeved green button-
up jacket

(from Cape Fear River
Bridge)

-Benz: Negative

SBI Item B-15: Blue
knit blanket

(from Cape Fear River
Bridge)

-Benz: Negative

SBI Item B-5: Maroon
sock

(from Cape Fear River
Bridge)

-Benz: Negative

SBI Item B-5: Green
sock

(from Cape Fear River
Bridge)

-Benz: Positive
-Material insufficient
for further analysis

“Chemical indications of

blood were found on...
Item #B-5 (the green
sock).”

SBI Item C-2: White
handled knife
(from Mary Gaither)

-Benz: Negative

-“I even disassembled
the handle and tested
each part inside —
nothing.”

“No blood was found...”

SBI Item C-2: Pair of
scissors
(from crime scene)

Benz: Negative

“No blood was found...”

SBI Item D-1: Piece of
Wallpaper with stains
(from crime scene)

-Phenol: Positive
-Tak: Positive
Preap:
Human — Positive
Rabbit — Negative
Blood Group: B

“Item #D-1 bore human
blood giving reactions
for Group B.”

SBI Item 10: Stained
white terry cloth
towel

(from arm of couch at
crime scene)

-Phenol: Positive
-AP: Negative

*Items with an * are items that the Commission has been able to locate; all other items are missing
and/or destroyed and cannot be located for additional forensic testing/analysis.

**NOTE: Lab Report dated 9/24/1976 indicates that Sledge is Group A blood, Aileen Davis is Group A
blood, and Josephine Davis is Group B blood.
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Item Description

Bench Notes

Lab Reports

Testimony — 1% Trial

Testimony — 2™ Trial

SBI Iltem 19: Green
Army Cap

(found in woods near
crime scene)

No Bench Notes
provided

No laboratory report
provided, however a
9/30/76 Intra-bureau
correspondence memo
indicates: “The cap was
negative for blood on
September 13, 1976, by
Chemist Jed Taub, and
returned to Deputy
Little.”

*SBI Item H-5: Dress

-Phenol: Positive

“No semen was found.”

(black and white) and | -AP: Negative
Slip
(from Victim)
*SBI Item H-4: Dress H-4a — Dress: “No semen was found.”
(color not -Phenol: Positive
determinable) and Slip | -AP: Negative
(from Victim)
H-4b — Slip:
-Phenol: Positive
-AP: Negative

SBI Item H-6/8: Dress
(from crime scene)

-Phenol: Positive;
small spots only
-Nothing seen UV

“No semen was found.”

SBI Item H-7/9:
Patchwork cloth
(from crime scene)

-Phenol: Positive

SBI Item A4: Two
swabs from Aileen
Davis (vaginal)

No bench notes
provided

“Blood was found on
Iltem #A-4, but no
semen.”

*Items with an * are items that the Commission has been able to locate; all other items are missing
and/or destroyed and cannot be located for additional forensic testing/analysis.

**NOTE: Lab Report dated 9/24/1976 indicates that Sledge is Group A blood, Aileen Davis is Group A
blood, and Josephine Davis is Group B blood.
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Item Description

Bench Notes

Lab Reports

Testimony — 1% Trial

Testimony — 2™ Trial

Vehicle interior

Bench notes show
only a diagram with
darkened areas,
presumably indicating
areas noted with
Luminol

“A visual search of the

car’s interior revealed

nothing notable. A

luminol examination

was then conducted

revealing the following

points:...”

Areas that reacted with

luminol:

e Driver’s side
seatback

e Passenger side
seatback

e Front edge of rear
seat

e Top back of front
seatback

e Bottom interior
edge or driver side
door

e Llarge diffuse area of
driver’s seat, small
spot on seat near
division of seatback,
and semicircular
pattern below
headrest

e Two small spots on
seatback of front
passenger seat just
below headrest

e A plastic bag under
front edge of front
passenger seat
(eight small spots)

e “All the above
indications also
tested positive with
benzidine reagent.”

Direct

-Luminol helps locate
the presence of
blood.

-It is sensitive and
picks up blood that
cannot be seen with
the naked eye.
-Every area that was
illuminated with
Luminol was also
tested with
phenolthalein and
reacted positively.

“The spots indicated
the presence at some
time in that car of
blood. They could
have been heavy
stains that had been
successfully wiped up
before drying, or
they could have been
transfers from heavy
dry stains, in other
words, rubbing type
transfers.”

Cross

-Blood in the back
seat at four locations
-Test cannot say
exactly how long
blood had been
there.

See portion of brief
that contains Taub
Testimony at 2™ trial

*|tems with an * are items that the Commission has been able to locate; all other items are missing
and/or destroyed and cannot be located for additional forensic testing/analysis.

**NOTE: Lab Report dated 9/24/1976 indicates that Sledge is Group A blood, Aileen Davis is Group A
blood, and Josephine Davis is Group B blood.
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Microscopic Hair Comparison

The FBI conducted microscopic hair analysis in this case. The FBI was asked to compare
unknown hairs recovered from the pants and sweater that Sledge was wearing to Sledge’s known pubic
hairs. The FBI was also asked to compare hairs recovered from a pillowcase located under a bridge to
Sledge’s known pubic hairs. Finally, the FBI was asked to compare the hairs recovered from the

abdominal area of Aileen Davis to Sledge’s known pubic hairs.'*’

The FBI Report states:

Two brown pubic hairs of Negroid origin found one each in Q1 (Hairs
removed from pants) and Q4 (Hairs removed from abdominal area of
Victim) are microscopically like the K1 (known hair of suspect) pubic hair

sample from SLEDGE.

Four dark brown head hairs of Negroid origin were found in Q4 (Hairs
removed from abdominal area of Victim). Brown head hairs of Caucasian
origin were found in Q2 (Hair removed from sweater), Q3 (Hair removed
from pillowcase), and Q4 (Hairs removed from abdominal area of Victim).
Those hairs are suitable for significant comparison purposes in the event

that known head hairs are submitted.

It should be noted that hairs do not constitute a basis for positive personal

identification.®

No head hair was submitted from Sledge for comparison. An SBI Agent testified at the first trial
that he was unable to collect a head hair sample from Sledge because Sledge’s hair “was almost in a
shaven position.”?*® Investigation tended to show this was how Sledge kept his hair before and after the

murders.

137 SB| letter to SBI, September 23, 1976, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4606-07.

138 EB| Laboratory Report, November 2, 1976, BCSO File.

139 First Trial Transcript, State v. Sledge, 78 CRS 2415-16 (Columbus County), April 24, 1978 Superior Court Session
Columbus County, SBI Agent Lee Sampson testimony, Pg. 53.
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Hair samples were collected from the Victims, but not submitted to the FBI. *° The Medical

Examiner testified that both Victims had gray hair and he recalled one was more brown-gray.'#
Shoe Print Comparison

Two plaster casts were made of shoe prints found outside under the bedroom window at the
crime scene. The SBI compared these plaster casts to the shoes taken from Sledge after his capture.
The report states that the plaster casts each contain one shoe track and the tracks on the plaster casts

were “dissimilar” and “could not have been made” by the shoes taken from Sledge.#?

Two black and white photographs of shoe prints from the crime scene were also submitted for
comparison. The report states that the first photograph showed shoe track impressions that were
similar in tread design to the plaster casts. The photo was “dissimilar” and “could not have been made

by” the shoes taken from Sledge.*?

The report states that the other photograph was insufficient for determination of whether it

was made by a shoe, but there were no similarities to the shoes taken from Sledge.'**

Later, a floor board from inside the Victims’ home containing another shoe print was submitted.
The SBI report indicates it “contains portions of two (2) or three (3) shoe track impressions of a tennis
type shoe and a partial palm print impression or fabric impression in blood.” The shoe tracks were
compared with the plaster casts and the report states that they were “similar in tread design.” They
were dissimilar in tread design of the shoes taken from Sledge, the shoes found under a bridge, the

shoes worn by Det. Little, and the shoes worn by Funeral Home Worker Gordon Kinlaw.#®

140 sB| Laboratory Reports, June 30, 1977, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4728-29.

141 second Trial Transcript, State v. Sledge, 78 CRS 2415-16 (Columbus County), August 21, 1978 Superior Court
Session Columbus County, Pgs. 146-150.

142 sB| Laboratory Report, Sept. 24, 1976, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4608-10.

143 |d

144 |d

145 SB| Laboratory Report, June 30, 1977, SBI Bates stamp Pgs. 4715-4719.
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VIII. First Trial

The first trial was conducted from May 1 through May 4, 1978. The trial was held in Columbus
County due to a change of venue. The trial judge was Judge D.B. Herring. The state was represented by
Assistant District Attorney Lee Greer and Deputy Attorney General Lester Chalmers. Sledge was

represented by Attorney Reuben Moore.'#®

The State’s evidence was similar to what was presented at the second trial. The defense
presented no evidence at the first trial, but did present evidence at the second trial. The first trial

resulted in a mistrial due the jury being unable to reach a verdict.

Donald Sutton and Herman Baker testified for the State at both trials. Their testimony from the

first trial is included below.

148 First Trial Transcript, State v. Sledge, 78 CRS 2415-16 (Columbus County),April 24, 1978 Superior Court Session
Columbus County.

98



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

DONALD L. SUTTON, being first duly sworn, testified as follows

during DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. GREER:

1)

to the members of the jury over here.

A

Q.

I mean, Joseph Sledge, Jr.?

A,

)

A

0.

ask ydu? Tell us the substance of that conversation.

Mr. Sutton, state your name to the - to his Honor and

My name is Donald L. Sutton.

Now, Donald, cn the 17th day of September, 1976, state
you were in jail.

Cumberland County.

Now, what were you serving a term for, Donald?
Accessory after the fact of murder.

On that date did you have occasion to see Donnie Lee -

Yes, sir.

Where did you see him?

In jail,

All right, sir. Now, did you have a conversation.....
Yes, sir.

«e.s.wWwith Joseph Sledge, Jr.?

Yes, sir.

All right. Now, what did you ask him and what did he

OBJECTION. OVERRULED.
Go ahead.

We carried on a conversation, you know, about, you know..

Talk slowly now, and talk into that thing sitting there

12!

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER
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so we can all hear you. 13(
A. You know, we just carried on a conversation, about, you
know, about seeing each other for a long time, you know. Then,
you know, that's where we got down to talking about, you know,

my escaping and his escaping, you know. And I asked him, you
know, about his escape. And he told me that he had left, you
know, left the camp and went to Elizabethtown and got a ride.
And him and, you know, later he got up with some guy at some
service station or other. They was supposed to be going to
Georgia for some reason. And I asked him why. And he said
that he had to leave town because he was afraid, you know, thosg
murders were going to be pinned on him.

0. All right, sir. Then did you -- Did he mention anything
about the murders over here in Bladen County?

OBJECTION. OVERRULED.

A. He started talking about it, you know. And he was telling
me, you know, about the bitches are sﬁpposed to die and all
this, you know, and he said they were cut up.

0. Now, did he say who was cut up?

A. Yes. He said the women were cut up, you know, the twc
people that were killed. And he carried the conversation on,
you know. And he said that he didn't intend to kill the
people,you know, it was just, you know, he was just put in a
position he had to.

0. Now, what was that last statement he made to you?

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER
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3. He said that he didn't intend to kill the people, you
know, to kill those people but he was put in a position where
he had to.

0. Now, you were talking about Miss Aileen Davis and Jose-
phine Davis at that time, weren't you?

OBJECTION. SUSTAINED.

0. All right. Now, what did he say -- Did he say anything

in reference to them being dead?
OBJECTION. OVERRULED.

A. All he said was they were, you know - he talked about a
lot of blood, you know, and said that they were cut up,.cut
and stabbed, you know. At that time I had just heard it on
the news, you know, I hadn't been too long heard it on the
news, and so, I wondered, yocu know, how he knew so much about
it. And this is why, you know, I asked him so many questions.

0. All right. State whether or not he said anything about
his clothing.

OBJECTION. OVERRULED.

A. He said that -- He said that he had hid his clothes, you
know, and they would never be found.

0. Did you have any conversation -—- State whether or not
you had any conversation about women in general?

OBJECTION. OVERRULED.
A, Well, we had talked about them, you know. We hgd talked

about them a lot, you know, even, you know, during the time we

131
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was in prison. And he said that they wasn't nothing but, you
know, she devils, you know, breeding devils, and they were
used against, you know, you know, to trick the black man, and
all this.

0. Now, at a later time state whether or not you had an
occasion to talk with Mr. Henry Poole, this gentleman sitting
here?

A. I don't recall the exact date it was, but it was some
time in February.

0. And did you have occasion to talk to the man sitting
next to him, Mr. Phillip Little?

A, Yes, sir.

0. And state whether or not you told them what you have tes-

tified to here?
A. Yes, I have.

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. MOORE:

0. Where do you live now, Mr. Sutton?

A. I'm at Sampson County Unit.

0. In the Department of Corrections?

A. Yes, sir.

0. How much more time have you got to serve?
A. Until August the 8th, 1986.

0 '86?

A. Yes, sir.

0. What have you been tried and convicted of, Mr. Sutton?

132
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this,
A

0.

Accessory after the fact of murder.

What else?

Assault,

Is that all?

That's all.

Didn't you just say you were talking with Joe Sledge
your escape?

Yes. Well, I have escaped, you know.

How many times did you escape?

Once.

Have you been tried for that?

Yes, sir.

And you say you voluntarily went to the authérities with

is that right?

.No. They - I was questioned about it, you know.

How many people in the unit, in the camp there, were

questioned about it?

A

Q.

e
ct
)

0

A

How many people in the unit?

Yes. How many people do you know were questioned about

Me.
Who else was questioned about it?

Well, at that particular time there wasn't nobody else

in jail at the camp, at the prison, at the time.

0.

You said they came to you and questioned you?

13:
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B Yes; Si¥icess

0. Why did they pick you out?

A. Because I was in -- I imagine I was in jail with him,
you know, at that particular time.

0. You don't know how many other people they questiéned
or talked to, do you?

A.- No.

0. You have not talked with anyone else they talked to?

A. No.

0. And you say you had heard all about this on the radio?
Pardon?

A. Yes, sir.

0. It was on the radio and in the newspapers, wasn't it?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you also heard about the reward, too, didn't you?

A. No, sir. I really -- Well, at that time I didn't really
give it much thought.

0. But you did read that there was a $10,000 reward for
conviction in this case, didn't you?

A, No, sir.

0. Isn't that why you went to the authorities, because you
knew they wanted Joe Sledge and you wanted that $10,000 reward?

A. I didn't go to no authorities.

0. You just went because you were a law abiding citizen,

is that right?

13«

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR

OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER
WHITEVILLE. NORTH CAROLINA 28472

104



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A

me.,

I didn't go to the officers to begin with. They came to

Q. You have not been promised anything about coming in and

testifying in this case, have you?

A,
0.
A

Q.

No, I haven't.
You haven't even discussed the reward, have you?
No.

You are going to turn it over to some charity if

give it to you, aren't you?

A

I haven't thought about that.

they

HERMAN BAKER, JR., being first duly sworn, testified as follows

during DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. GREER:

Q.

a.

A

All right. Now, what is your name?

Herman Baker, Jr.

And, Herman, dc you know Joseph Sledge, Jr.?
I do.

Where did you first see Joseph Sledge, Jr.?
Carthage Prison Unit.

Where?

Carthage Prison Unit, North Caroclina.
Carthage?

Right.

Do you recall when this was?

In the summer, of '77.

Now, were you an inmate at that time at Carthage?

13!
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A

0.

Jr., about two alleged murders that were committed in Bladen

County involving Josephine Davis and Aileen Davis?

A

0.

A

through the woods and broke intc a house and ran into these
two ladies and stabbed them. He was pushing one, and one was
hollering, "Call the police." BAnd he started hitting the
other one, and he grabbed a knife. And after he stabbed the
first one, one was on his back. And he pushed her down and

stabbed her, was stabbing her.

0.

Yes, sir, I was. 13
What were you serving time for?

Breaking and entering.

How long were you there with Joseph Sledge?
About maybe two months.

Herman, did you have occasicn to talk with Joseph Sledge'

Yes, sir, I did.
What did he tell you about those particular women?
OBJECTION. OVERRULED.

He told me that he was on escape and he was running

Did he say why he did this?
OBJECTION. OVERRULED,
Yes, sir. he did.
Did he make any other statements to you?
Sir?
State whether or not he said where he hit one of the womep.

OBJECTION.,
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COURT: Speak up, if you will, please. OVERRULED.

A. He said he hit one in the jaw.

Q. All right. State whether or not there was a conversatior
in which he told you.....

OBJECTION.
O ee...now he left?
OVERRULED.

A. He left out the back door.

0. All right. Now, did he say what he did before he left
out of the back door?

OBJECTION. OVERRULED.

A. Well, he stated he was going to grab some black pepper
as he was going out the back door and sprinkle the black
pepper around the back door so - something about the she devils
wouldn't follow him.

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR, MOORE:

Q. Mr. Baker, where do you live now, sir?

B. Where do I live now?

0. Where are ycu residing now?

A. White Lake Prison Unit.

0. How much more time have you got to serve?
A, A year,

Q. How much more time have you served?

A. How much more time have I served?

Q. How much have you served on this sentence?

13
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A. A year.

Q. And you have a year yet tc go?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What have you been previocusly tried and convicted of?

A. On this sentence?

Q. No, sir. In your whole life., How old are you, Mr. Baker|

A, Twenty-seven.

Q. What have you been tried and convicted of?

A. One forgery. Forgery.

0. Is that all?

A. B and E.

0. That's breaking and entering?

A. Right.

0. What did you break and enter?

A Well, it was a house.

Q I see. What else have you been tried and convicted of?

A. That's all.

0. Pardon?

A. That's all,

Q. And you voluntarily went to the authorities with this
information?

A. Yes, sir, I did.

Q. All right. You did that because you are a law abiding

person and wanted the truth to come out, is that right?

A. Yes, sir, and me knowing about it.

13¢
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0.
in this regard, have you? The law hasn't promised you a thing,
have they?

A

0.

benefit to yourself, have you?

A, No, sir, I haven't.

0. You haven't even discussed the reward, have you?

A, No, sir, I haven't.

0. Are you telling us you didn't even know there was a
reward?

A. Not until recently.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. GREER:

As a matter of fact, you have not been promised anything

No, sir, they haven't.

As a matter of fact, you have not even discussed any

0.

before you went to these two officers?

A

0.

Mr. Baker, who did -- Did you tell anyone about this

Yes, sir, I did.

Who was that?

That was the Superintendent at the camp.

And do you know who he was?

Yes, sir.

Who was he?

Captain Sparkman.

Captain Sparkman. And what did you tell Captain Sparkman
OBJECTION. OVERRULED,

I told him that I knew of something that happened that

13
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an inmate told me while I was at Carthage Prison Unit con-

cerning two murders that happened in Bladen County.

0.

A

A

0.

Did you tell him why you were telling him?

No, sir, I didn't tell him.

Why did you tell him?

Because it was, you know, bothering me knowing about it.
kept hearing about it.

All right, sir. You see this gentleman sitting here?
Yes, sir.

That is Mr. Henry Poole. Did you tdk to him?

Yes, sir.

And the man sitting next to him is Phillip Little. Do

you recognize him?

A. Yes, sir.

0. Did you talk with him?

A. Yes, sir.

0. Now, did you tell them what you have just told on the
stand? .

A. Yes, sir.

HENRY LEE POOLE, being first duly sworn, testified as follows

during DIRECT EXAMINATION BY.MR. CHALMERS:

0
A,
0

A,

What is ycur name, sir?
Henry Lee Poole.
And what is your occupation, Mr. Poole?

I'm with the State Bureau of Investigation.

14
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IX. Second Trial

Sledge was retried for two counts of first degree murder. The second trial was conducted from
August 28 through August 31, 1978. The trial was held in Columbus County due to a change of venue.
The trial judge was Judge Giles R. Clark. The State was represented by Assistant District Attorney Lee
Greer (Mr. Greer did not question witnesses), Assistant District Attorney Michael Easley, and Deputy

Attorney General Lester Chalmers. Mr. Sledge was represented by Attorney Reuben Moore.'¥

The defense made a motion to record the opening and closing statements and the Judge
allowed the motion, but they were not recorded and there is no record of what was argued to the

jury.14®

State’s Evidence

Wanda Hales

Wanda Hales testified that she was the granddaughter of Victim Josephine Davis and the niece
of Victim Aileen Davis. Josephine and Aileen lived together in Elizabethtown. On September 6, 1976, at
about 4 p.m., Hales went to their house. She opened the door and saw Aileen lying there with blood all
over her face. When Hales opened the door, it hit Aileen’s leg. She stood outside the door and saw
Josephine, “On the floor with her dress pulled up around her waist and the lower extremities showing.”

Hales testified that they were dead.'®

Hales was unable to describe the position or distance of the Victims other than that they were in
the same room. She said the refrigerator had blood on it.?*® The last time Hales had seen her aunt and

grandmother was the night before around 8 p.m.

Hales testified that she went back to her house and told her mother. Her mother called the

rescue squad. Her house is about 200 or 300 yards from her aunt and grandmother’s house.'*!

147 Second Trial Transcript, State v. Sledge, 78 CRS 2415-16 (Columbus County), August 21, 1978 Superior Court
Session Columbus County.

148 1d. Pgs. 5-6 (Motion allowed) and Pgs. 20 (Opening Statements not Recorded) and Pgs. 386 — 387.

1491d. Pgs. 21-23.

1501, Pgs. 23-25.

1511d. Pgs. 21-26.
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On cross examination, Hales testified that there were “a bunch” of law enforcement officers and

“a lot” of other people at the house after they called the rescue squad.?

Det. Phillip Little

Det. Little of the BCSO described the scene when he arrived and photographs were used to
illustrate his testimony. Det. Little testified that he arrived at 5:15 p.m. on September 6, 1976 and
described the positions of the bodies. A diagram created by Det. Little was used to illustrate his
testimony and he drew the positions of the bodies and furniture on it during his testimony. The diagram
was created in court and a photo was taken for the Clerk’s file. The photograph of the diagram is

included below.'>?

Det. Little used the diagram to describe blood on the wall, the floor, under the bodies, and a
bloody shoeprint going out into the kitchen area. He testified that he did not find blood anywhere else

in the house or at the front or back entrances.

Photographs of the Victims’ bodies were also introduced and Det. Little used them to describe

the bodies as he observed them. Det. Little testified about the photograph of Josephine Davis’ body:

This photograph shows the body lying face up. It shows Josephine Davis.
It shows the light colored dress and slip that she was wearing. Also, it
shows the manner in which it was pulled up about her waist exposing the
lower half of her body. It shows the stab wounds about her throat and
face area, the blood spatterings on the wall — on the floor of the living
room around her body, and the heavy concentration of blood on her upper

torso.™

The prosecutor asked how many stab wounds were on the body, and Det. Little answered

“three or four that | observed.”*>

Det. Little used the photo of Aileen Davis’ body to illustrate his testimony and said:

152|d, Pgs. 27-28.
153 Note: This diagram may be the one used at the first trial as the exhibit numbers were the same. It is the only
State Exhibit 9 preserved in the Clerk’s file.

15414, Pg. 49.
155 |d
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This photograph shows the body of the victim Aileen Davis. Located in the
upper portion of the photograph, you can see the lower part of the front
door which leads into the living room from the front porch. Also, right
here you can see the green refrigerator which was next to her head. The
foot of the victim Josephine Davis is also present in the photograph. It
shows the black and white checkered dress that Aileen Davis was wearing
and the slip. Also it shows how the dress was pulled up around her
midsection exposing the lower half of her body. It shows the stab wounds
in her neck, and the heavy pools of blood underneath her torso, and also
the blood spatterings on the floor, and the lower portion of the green

refrigerator.’*®

The photographs used during Det. Little’s testimony are on the following pages.

A photograph of the outside of the Victims’ house was introduced and Det. Little described the
house as an unpainted wooden house with a tin roof. Det. Little used the diagram introduced earlier
with his testimony and the photograph to explain the layout of the house. The photograph is on the

following pages.

Det. Little testified that when he first entered the house, they (reports indicate Det. Little and
Deputy Storms were the first to enter the house) first did a search to make sure there were no intruders
or anyone else in the house, then he made a crime scene sketch, and then collected evidence. Det.
Little said he collected hairs from the body of Aileen Davis. He described one of the hairs as located on

Aileen’s forehead imbedded in blood.

Det. Little testified about a map he prepared. This map was introduced and was also drawn on
the same board as the diagram of the house. Det. Little testified that the map shows “a route along U.S.
701 from White Lake showing the White Lake Prison Unit...Turnbull Creek which crosses U.S. 701
between White Lake and Elizabethtown...the Davis house is located about three-tenths of a mile from
the intersection of 701 and 242 and 53 north on 242.” Det. Little said the Davis house was about four-
and-a-half miles from the prison by highway and about three-and-a-half to four miles coming through

the woods.

156 |dl. Pg. 52.
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Det. Little showed that Hazel Thompson Smith’s residence (this is the residence where Sledge
stole a car) is about a “mile or a mile and a tenth or a mile and two-tenths” from the Davis residence.
The trial testimony indicates Det. Little placed an “x” on this spot, but it is not reflected in the
photograph of the map.'®” Det. Little testified that the residence of Dorothy Cassidy (where Sledge stole

clothes from a clothesline) is about a city block away.*

Det. Little then testified about his investigation of Sledge. The remainder of Det. Little’s
testimony and cross examination is included on the pages following the photographs. In the first trial,
Det. Little testified that his interview of Sledge happened on September 10, 1976. In the second trial, he
testified that it happened on September 12, 1976. There are no investigative reports summarizing this

interview and the date.

157 The same exhibits were used at both trials and this photograph may be from the first trial.
158 1d. Pgs. 28-86.
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' ?full awareness oF the consequences thereof. That the defend-a

it |

ant was fully adv:sed of his constltuttonal riqhts to remaln’i
silent, and of hls right to counsel, and that the defendant

'had Full understandung of said rnghts. That the defendant

3 .purposefully, Freely, know;ngly, voluntarn!y, understandlngly, i

and inteltigently waived each of those rlghts, and thereuponA;
_made the statement to the otflcers above-mentioned. -"”# A

Upon such findings and conc|u5|ons, the Court ruleell
that the obJectlon is overruled, and that the evtdence of the'
statement made by the defendant to the offlcer in questlon may
be received into evidence as otherwise competent.

MR. MOORE: To which we ‘except. '

COURT: To which rullng the defendant excepts.. Now;

has certainly lost the continuity of the evidence. | willh-y

announce.when the Jury returns that the obJectlon has beenA1~

so that the Jury will know what it is he is talkang about.

CONTINUED, DIRECT EXAMlNATION BY MR. EASLEY'

Q. Officer Little, where did you first see'Mr. Sledge'onff
' the 12th day of September, l976?1d . o R
~A. Cumberland County Jail,.

-Qe Al right, sir. And did you have eny conversation with

8¢

let’s follow this procedure when we come back in. That Jury

overruled, You will then restate the questlon to the oFflcer,A1

And we will proceed from there. Brlng them ine (JURY RETURNS

INTO OPEN COURT.) All right, sir. The obJectton is overruled

123
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: dld you leave and go anywhere else’

: Sfonms was driving. And | was S|tt|n9 in the rear wuth him,.-

bimitﬁérg at the jail?

..As Yes, sir.l

G, All right, sir. Where did you 'go from the Cumberland
Count§ Ja;|9 ’ e T 8w Fmea O o

A. ~Bladen County Jail.

- Qa All rlght. And who was wlth you..:?,“‘ .o g B
A. Earl Storms, Sheraff Allen, and the defendant.- fés)u

i

- Q. All rught sir. After you got. to the Bladen County Jail.

4.,.,-,". et v -~.:~_:_-...

Ml A. The defendant was lodged in the Jﬂll for a whlle. lgl;r
was durlng the noon hour. We ate lunch and later came back and
plcked the defendant up. Deputy Storms and myself and the de-
fendant were in one car, Sheriff Allen and Detectuve Bob
Connerly from Cumberland County was |n a second car, and SpeclT
Agent Lee Sampson of the State Bureau of lnvestngatlon ‘was ine g
his vehncle. RAE LN :— : 3 e :
Q. All right.41$§ you and Mf;:Sleage.yefgbjéxthe'EQP wlth.f
‘Earl Storms. Can you tell:me wheré_you weéédééSted.'

A. Yes, sir. The defendant waS'sifflng ln the rear. Deputy

Q. You were in the rear with Mr. Sledge’~

As Yes, sir.

Q. All right, sir. What dnd you and .loseph Sledge do? Dld

you have any conversation with Mr. Sledge’.:”-

e

‘A. Yes, sir. When we left Bladen County Jall, ‘we asked the

. SYLVIA P, Ebvﬁgﬁps, nan - 001959
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defendant ‘to show us the route that he traveled Aftér’he T

:.éaped. . 

, 2 30 P.ms oOr somethlng like that.,"

Lln front of the White Lake Prison. Tho deFendant told us that

- o AN right, sir. Did he tell s W T et
; A-._¥e§;:§ir; | | D f-. e
A'Q. Whén didrhe tell you he escabea’
“A;- He sald it was shortly after theunobﬁjﬁesd.codhi,méééuna i

Q. What day? | ' _ ‘_ _'-':f.‘ 'ﬂ:- ?3‘ '-U-?;Ef
 A§‘ On the 5th of Seﬁtember, 1976; BT s SR
" Q. ‘A[! right, sir, 4And that.Wés from'wheré?
..A._ From the White Lake Department of Correétioﬁs..;

Q. All right, sir. Go ahead;t' " L

~ MR, MOORE: Objection,
' COURT: Overruled. Go ahead.

A._ We wentAto - the defendant, Déppt& Storms, and my#elf,;‘ ’
Deteétive Connerly, Sheriff Alien,'énd Sbécfal Agent‘Sampsbnl
went to the Whnte Lake Prison. The defendant, Deputy Storms,i

and myself were occupying the same vehncle. We stopped there

he crossed the rear fence of the prusnn and stayed in the woods'
there behind the prison for some pervod of tume. Later he satd
he travelled through the woods, and qot out on ~ near U. S. 70|
and stated that he stayed close to thc hlghway so he wouldn %
in the heavy brush and proceeded to Elnzabethtown, Whgﬁ.ﬁé' -

got to Turnbull Creek.cusss

L emmeimiar SUNEDIND AONINE BEBABRTER e o e s g e e
3 L5 L i

e st TEE

SﬂMAREDwNﬂmﬁWﬁ.:fi ’f:“10019§é5;5:
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-wuth an lnmate and couldn't stand the pressure there any more. 4

..Q.f Will you point Turnbull Creek ootron the ﬁap;__' " : 8¢
A.  We left the prison and proceeded |n thns d|rectoon, 30uty,
on 701. When we got here to Turnbull Creek the defendant st:a-":"-j

ted that he had to cross the" creek.

Q. .Had to what?

‘A He tad'to cross the cceekeof
Q. ANl pight.

:A; e stopped there along sude the road and the defendant 8
told us about crossung the creek. He stated that he had to .
stay out of sught, he was hiding from the elements, and the'd

reason he had left the prison was because he had some trouble

We prooeeded on toward Ellzabethtown. Ve got here to the |ntcr:

sectlon of 53, 242, and 701,
0. Now, is that the tntersectlon where you wouldlturn to Qo ;
to the Davis home?-. | I ‘
-.A. That's correct,
o. AL pight, sir. ~'5:;1ijia“j{'f?'§re'7:;'
' A. There was at that time a Fruut stand‘or a veqetab!e standf
|ocated at that lntersectlon.- The defendant stoted that he- hnd
behind a buuldlng there for some length of time and stayed tn
that area, and later on dur:ng the hours of derkness he- proceed
ed on toward El izabethtown. We stopped o'ﬂnq Che - from th|sv]
|ntersect|on to Elizabethtown ns a bullt “P Gfeﬁ. a 'ow rlveni

area, and there is a fill there that tho hfqhway !s bUt|t on.

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RFH " s
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Tthat he walted....-

low flat rlver low land area and |t s bU|lt up there..

" O.d Between “the |ntersect|on of 53 and Ellzabethtown, there

_brldge until there was no traffic comlng. And that when he

saw the way was clear, that he crossed the r|ver brldge and

fproceeded on down lower Street. He went around’behund some j

We stopped along there Just brlefly, and the defendant sand

Q. Was this area before or after the Cape Fear R;ver? Be;j‘

fore you ‘get to |t coming down toward Ellzabethtown,,;ﬁ,

A. Well , it is bu;lt up all the way from Elnzabethtown,

from the br:dge all the way through thls area there. It |s a _i

is a road fill there’ : _ _ o 5
A. nght, approximately ten, twe!ve, or flfteen feet hlgh.

The defendant stated that he walted at the Cape Fear Rlver 'Q

proceeded on toward Ellzabethtown. He stated that when he gott

to Wueen Street, he made a left turn on. uueen Street and pro-

ceeded to the end of UUeen Street.ﬁ,h}giﬂ”

Q. -All right. Let me ask you' Dld you stop at Queen Stree1

A. Yes, sir.

Q. ©Go ahead ' £ |

A. He proceeded on until he got to Lower Street wlth its.
intersection with uueen Street. That he proceeded down Lower
Street and crossed 87. He stated that he wanted there untal

there was no trafflc comnng, and then he ran across 87. He

houses that is located between Kung Street and‘Swanzy Street.

B Y i B -

2
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1 {|These two etreets intersect with Lower Street._ He Went to a<'
2 resudence there that was occupied by Dorothy Cassndy with a° »
.!3Q:clothes line behind the reS|dence.' There he removed a sweater
”11 belonging to Mrs. Cassidy and - wh\ch he put on.: He stated
5 that he had removed some clothes somewhere between the ttme ;"
:e.: that he left the prlson end untll he got to thus locatnon at;eli
7 the Cassldy residence. %% ; ’
8 - 5 @, Did he tell you what clothes he removed’
9. A. He said he removed a shirt. + V T
_10' Q. All right. | |
11 A. He at one time told us he hid a.shirt somewhere in th;;
12 || neighborhood there of the Cassidy reeldence. We-looked fonleg
13 ||shirt and were unable to find it. He then stated that he Q;ht ;
1 |lon down Lower Street until he got near the end of it, whlch
15 || Lower Street deed ends there. He located a uhevrolet belong-.
16 ing to Mrs..Hazel Thompson Smith, and that the car had the‘f'.
.17 keys in it, and that he took the car and went £ FayetteV|lle,
8 ||North Carolina. He stated that he went back and hit N.C. 87
19 and proceeded on N.C. 87 into Fayettevtlle. The defendant '
20 stated to me that as he went through Eluzabethtown he - looLed
o1 || ©7 the clock at the bank, and that the tnme was showu ;:20,'
a.m. which would have been September the 6th, the earlv morn-
& ing hours of September the 6th. We looked for the shunt and:
” could not locate it. The defendant then told us that h° hﬁdie
o hid the shirt in the area there near Turnbull.l We N”“' baCRE'
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there and looked for the shirt and cou!d not flnd lt.,

.“Q. Al] right. Now, was Mr. Sledge wnth you durlng thle :

time?
A. Yes, sire After 1 loft the Turnbull area..;.,:__
MR. MOORE: ObjJection, your Homore = . - air.
, COURT:. Overruled. ' S
A. .;..QWe made a search oF:the'shidt.theFe., We «came back

down to this intersection of 242 and 70|, proceeded up beyond

| the Davis ressdence which is located about three-tenths of a-

mnle from thns intersection, turned around and came back and

parked JUSt north of the residence on. the opposite side of

N.C. 242,
Q. You were on the opposite side?
A, Of the Davis resudence.

Q. AJl'right, sir. And north of |t"w.

A. That’s right.
0. All right, sir. LA
A. Ve were sitting there in the;ear, and ' Hed'notdmade-aw

‘statement to the defendent;:'The defendant looked over et the

Davis house. He was handcuffed wnth hts hands in Front of hi

He Infted hls hands and pointed to the Davus house and satd

A black man did not kill those two women . A Nhlte man dld

Ait. A black man would not have cut them up’ llke they were.”

V. Do you know the address of that house’{ﬁ :

A. Route 2, Elizabethtown,.
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Q. All right, sir. Now, how many dlfferent places dld he
te" You his shirt was hldden’l' = T o Eoaofw '

) A. Two dufferent locatnons.. The locatlon here off of Lower

-:Street, and the location along in here somewhere.

~ @. How many different stops dld you make, lf you know, wlth
Mr. Sledge ln the back seat wnth you’j B
A. On the first trip we made about seven stops. And gef"f

- "y
went back to this area and stopped again, and then back to the

1| Davis house which was eight or nine stops altogether.

B 0. All right, sir. The residence of Mrs. Hazel Thompsoni‘

Smith that you testnf:ed to where Mr. Sledge told you he took

'an automobile, how far is that from the Davns resndence?

" A. From the Davis residence lt's approxumately a mlle andk'
three~ or four-tenths. | ' <, -
0. How was Mr, Sledge dressed at the tnme he was with you?
A. At the time he was with me he was |n Jall attlre, the o2
coveralls and shower shoes.». i l : : _. . .
‘We Is that - in Cumberland County,'islthat-the first timei
you saw him after September the 6th? | 2 |
A. No, sir, The tfirst time I saw hlm was in Dlllon, South
Carolinacssss ‘ . »
| Q. All right.. How was he dressed.thenV
A. He had on tennis shoes, blue Jeans, a tee shlrt, and the

blue and white striped pullover sweater that he got from the'

Cassndy residence,

svivia e sowamos.mer - 001965
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|South Carolinae.

MR. MOORE: Object to that, your Honor.‘ ‘ “_" fv',ﬁ§

COURT: Well, sustalned as to what, lf anything, he

had~on. et L e e
STATE EXHIBIT 18 MARKED FOR IDENTIFICATION ngQE'T
NUMBER FROM PRIOR TRIAL.) i o
"We | am going to show yoe what has been marked and |eeet|f|ae
as State’s Exhibit No. 18 and ask you if you have seen that be-:
fore, and if so, wheniand where’ Aﬂf‘- ';-_ L e* 1' ;f”';”‘.4 ;
A. Yes, sir. -" | N A
Q. Vhat is it? _
A. It’s the blue and white pullover knit sweater that the<‘

defendant was wearing when | first observed hlm in Dlllon,

COURT: What date.was that,'s{r?eA
A. That was on the 9th of September, 1976. ':
Q. All right, sir. Now did you take that sweater off the.
défendant? ‘ 5 o '::1 jA_': 3'-'i1 t S - ¥
A; No, | did not. - 7 k \ ‘
Q. All right, sir. Do you know wﬁat hapﬁened'to‘the sweatee
A.  Yes, sir. | P o
U. Did the defendant take the_sveaéer of f?
MR. MOORE: Objection.’ o

-

COURT:  Overruled. f}-";--,gv : ff 1‘7ffv;”ﬂ?fff{

A. The sweater was plcked up by Speclal Agent Lee Sampson.

W, All right. Did he turn it over to you°,
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& : 4' N°"3i”- He turned lt over to the State Burvou of :i ;5

2 Hl Investigation Lab R ey

3 L, Has thls ever been in your.care, ;u;tédy,.u;a ;05£;6|;

4 A, Yes, sir. ' ' N :

5 || w. All right. Who gave it to your” ¢

6 “A91 SpecfﬁlhAgent Marshali Evaﬁs;'|'be|ie§;.:bi“jj:” T

7 Q. All)l right, sir, And after Marshall Evans éav;';£ fg‘ff. E

8 ||you, has it been in your care, custody, and control snnce thonaii

9 A, . Up until May, yes, sir, of thus year.‘}t‘ E :

10 0. You say Mr. Sledge told you that he took a sweater.} Dud ??

11 [|he tell you what sweater’ Did he tell you whether or not.....'J

12 'A. Yes, sir. He stated that - the sweater that Fe ua:lz"-"

13. ||wearing. | e N ‘ g

1 MR. EASLEY: Your Honor, 1‘Q9ufd Vike gotfgi}éég;.-.'fi

15 thls in evidence at this time. | i g BT ':’fA {€°

16 MR. MOORE: ObJectson.‘ _ "{v

1w || 'COURT: Sustalned at thls tume. ; ?

18 - MR, EASLEY No furthen questlonﬂ. ; ' T -75

19 || . COURT: You may cross . examlne.u' .

20 ||CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. MOORE: * ;'Q f"wi'; .}.:. . .tf

21" Q; Mr. Little, let me ask you ;ome quc"‘°“’ in: """°” ‘“;

22 || some of these exhibits that have been fan“J“°°d-_ ""‘ "‘“ ;}

23 regavd to State’s Exhibit No. 6 that you: oaté sho-ed.zkf .ough

o4 || corner of the living room area of th»P“"’ F°§"Af' bt ;

95 || correct?  ?
001967
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. s |
{8 ._A. Yes, sir, " . g 0 :; ,‘;";. - .;_i L
2 || . Q.. AVl b}éht. NoQ; I'll ask. you from State s Exhlblt No. 9 f
3 lf not |t shows this chair lmmedlately touch:ng thls whlte r;:,ﬂ
4 Frtgerator? T = |
 5. " A. Yes, sir. . | Iy
6 Q. To that extent this plcture is a l:ttle blt out of scale o
(] is.it not? Now, | reallze the dlfflcultles in draw:ng these TT?
'8 'thnngs, but in any case, as a matter of Fact thls refrlgerator i
9 almost covers up some of that wlndow, does |t not7:;i - -
10 A. Yes, it does. | ||lustrated the refrlgerator actuallf .
11 || too small there. | - ._- t ti'r;” f,f ;7. ”f;l7¥§ s
12 Q. Well, maybe - let melréphrasé and‘askﬁy;u this; 1ﬁ§hAf
13 large was the living room? _ oy .,” e
14 ‘A That llvung room is approxlmate|y |2 by I2.. f S
15 Q. All right. Now, would you say that where 1 ém standang
16 is approxlmately - an area thls large would be !2 by 127 - '
17 A.. About, yes, sir, . A=Y Joral, &

18 Q. And in that area tﬁere Qefe,two‘; 1 thinkipne oftthéééf'
19 || exhibits show$ it perhaps - you dohft_h;veﬁérpﬁétograph shoﬁf f
20 || ing the size of those couches, dé ?ou?t;ii; - | b Sy
21 A. No, sir. " ;;-' - ;q;ﬁi;“'.{Ex_.;;%;l : B iﬁ;

Q. All right, sir,. Now, i wull hand you State s Exhlblt .
.No. 5 and ask you, if you would, to te‘l me whether or not

5% :Mrs. DaV|s - and I thlnk that's a photograph of Mrs. Josephlne
Dav:s, is that not correct? " - Sl

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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.talking about the - where is your north and south - it would

|| be the east wall?

A. That’s right.
Q. And it shows ‘her head or the upper part of her body next

to or near the soFa as you have drawn |t here’ '.Z"

>:A. Yes, sir. - t, I '
Q. And as | understand fhaf éxhibit there;'thié Qof; a;t;;

ﬁéily gééé-almost adjacent to thisnﬁéll;'doéé'ifinot?'
A. Yes, sir, | | : bl ‘

By Andeasis

A. That is.....

Q. 1 ynderstand. | am not talking about this wall; 1’m -

A, There was a - at tha£ time theré ﬁaé a radio, én.old
cabinet style radio there. - “

Q. All right. In other words, this had what»we call, 1
guess, an end tab'e between it and the wall" e et

A. No, it was an old raduo, one oF these b;g...-;
- Q. All right. A console, that snts on the floor’

A. Yes, sir, S o=, d |

Q. All pight. And in other WQﬁds,ithe-pénsole radioAAnd:
then tﬁe sofa, and then her body extenginglfrom‘the sofa, is -
that right?: " ARk T ey

A. Yes, sir, . JE AL e S F

MR.. CHALMERS: 1 your Honor plesse, could e

record show that Mr. Moore is cross_examihiﬁg the witness abou

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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that., Yes, sir. No. lt's State s Exhnb:t No. 9 on here. Tf

lnto the kntchen’ l mean, how far dnstance wlse’ 3::'

tittle? In other words, it is. not a b|g dresser, it’s chest ‘

Statg's Exhibit No. 5. "-;;f » 1 : ' f; _‘i" -' 98

" MR. MOORE: Yes; sir. | am sorry.‘ v thought ] sa.d .

MR. CHALMERS: - | beg your pardon. lt is 9. Excugé

e € i ._.‘ . I e
.MR. MOOﬁE: Th:s exhlblt here is. No. 5. '

MR, cuALmsks. | see. All rught. f"~'  .

Q. So, wuth regard to State’s Exhtbot No. é, the console 7;

was in a durect llne with the sofa, was |t not, Mr. tht|e7
A. More or less, yes, sur.A -

-'0. And the console and the sofa was how far from the door. '

A. Oh, about three feet.

Q. About three feet. These two chanrs on State s Exhublt

No. 9 and the sewing machlne are att, would you say, or weref e
they in a relatively close posutlon stde-by-sude’ :1i;

t A. Yes, sir.

- Q, The dresser is a table-top dresser type, |s it not, Mr.

B{Qhé
T A; Yes, sir.

Q. The dresser |||ustrated on, State s Exhlbut No. 9. is -

that correct?

A. Yes, sir.

ﬁ; In other words, Mr; Littie,.f6§>5-f6§ﬁ.bfitﬁatnsizé.fﬁebg'
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was a great deal of furniture in theﬁé, was thépeAnét?

.:A;. Yes, sir.

Q. And the furnlture and, of course, the posntlon of the : 

|ad|es was very close on the |n5|de?

4A. Yes, sir.

Q. There were - Now, wlth regard to State s Exhlblt No.>6':
that 1 think the State has introduced, there were books |n soma

of ‘the chairs, papers on some of the chalrs, and other loose'

items about that room, were there not?
A. There were.

Q. Not only in the area that is shown.on State’s VExhin:"~

No. 6 but also there were loose ltems of a personal nature or

o

i

LT

papers or one thing on the other pieces of Furnlture in the 5"

room, the dresser and the sofas?

A. Yes, sir. There were medlcune bottles and such thlngs
as that, shoe boxes with papers and what have you in them.z

¢, And bottles of various sorts and descrlptlon were all.

about the room’

A.- No, I wouldn't say all about the room.' Oh that dresser |

there was.

Q. Well, Mr. thtle, there were some paraphernalla, for

.Iack of a better w0rd, underneath the dresser,_too, was there

not?

A, Yes, sir.’ ' : '3  L

Q. And there was also some loose paraphernalia around the "
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1 sgwing machine, in that area? i
2 fI- A, Yes, -

3 Q. And around the heater, %n';haéxéréa?f :
4|l A, No.

5 Q. Do you have a picture of thﬁf;hﬁé;:iifﬁléé;if:if

6 A. No,:sir. - - a ‘L'“"“-?“ R 7 :
'7' Q. As a matter-of fact, mqsthéf.thé géu;;"wgg of £he'samév

8 ||basic description as the liQing booQ.Qas'jt 59;g Mr. L|ttle?

9 ||In other wordé;.the;e was a lot of_fu?niiuré qﬁalajllttle housei
10 A. Yés, sir, e | Peatl g -
1|l Q. And bas1célly what was the ssze of the house;fnf you caﬁ ]
12 récall’ . :

138 || A. That house was probably 20 by 30

14 _ 0. Okay. Now, Mr. Little, dud you, |n maktné ;our.seaféh .
15 |land nnvestlgatlon oF thts house, determlne that anythlng was .
16 ||missing or stolen? | ' | i : .ﬁ_“t |

18 "-Q. Did you have_occasion.to finaAé;i'of tbér;afuéb)es o;t;fl
19: money that was in fhé house? - | . |
20 A. Yes, & :
21 Q. Basically Whepe were thesé;;aryégleéiand>;pney kept-andf-

what were they? ' o % '*.' ’” ~--‘~~
‘A. We found checks and currency :ﬁ“the vtctlms pocketbooks:
24, And there was also other valuables Iocated ln other pocketbook'
25 Jd. | guess what you are saylng is’ llke a lot of elderly :
SYLVIA P. EDwARos; RPR i
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people, they kept their assets in different places.throﬁghout |

the house?
‘A Yes, sir. |
eOQ And to the best of your lnvestlgatuon you deterﬁlned that
none of these assets or valuables had been taken" e TR
A. Yes, snr. “ . -
Q. Now, | realuze that you and the other offlcers dld'as 4
much as you could with your crime |nvest|gataon. Do you have
an idea as to how many different sets of f!ngerprlnts were gt
taken there at the crime scene? _
A. Overall there were approxnmately 90 or 97 latent lufts
mede in this investigation. Now, all of those..... =
Q. That's all | asked you. _ _
MR. EASLEY; Objection. Let him Finish his answer. -
COURT: - You may explain your-aneeer.:: PO
A. All of those latent lifts were not made in the lmmed:ate

area of the crime scene. There were latent ||fts that were

made from other items that we thought possnbly could be connect
ed with this crime which later turned out through investigatior

that were not related to it;
Q. All right. And as a matter of fact dlfferent pr|nts or

latent prints, that is the |mpreSS|ons, ‘were taken at varuous
times, were they not, Mr. thtle" T

A. There were eighteen ornglnal !atent llfts made at the"

crime scene.
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d. All right.. And what | am saying though ié at differéﬁt
time; during the course of your,iﬁveéfigatioﬁ, other ﬁrints‘.f

were made at other times?

A. That’s right.
0. And, of cour;e, in this casé YOur'fn;e;tié;£{;; ;sv;rééh
what period of time, Mr. Little7 R e b
A.  The |nvest|gat|on covered approx;mately seQentéeﬁ ﬁonths.i
~ Q. How long has the Sheriff been Sherlff of Bladen Ccunty’ L
A. | believe about 32 or 34 years., ’  '. st
Q. And there was right much pressure on yo; ;n th|s pér-:?;t
ticular case, was there not, Mr. Luttle? ’:f‘?f;;‘,;‘ “
A._ What kind of pressure? - k- L
U¢. Pressure to brsng somebody to trlal |ﬁ“this‘c§se?
 MR. EASLEY: ObJect.on."°' | 4
COURT: Overruled.
A. No, snr, | wouldn t say- so.;f £ s :
g, lIsn’t |t a fact, Mr. Little, that that is the reason the
Sheriff decided not to run agaln...,,f’“'”"' L
MR. EASLEY: Object:oa.' o
. COURT: Objection sustalned. o
Q. Now, Mr, thtle, with regard to State s Exhlblt No._lS.

you have shown thereon a mark that is. to be the Dav:s home, ia

thet correct?

A, Yes. o ”‘;-:’@T:"';-

" Wds And you have testified that 7s'appro;fmately #hree-fen%hz

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR . ,' %
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_between the Davis home and the lntersectlon’

first repeat to us what distance |t is From the prlson to the

of a mile from the intersection of nghway 242 and Hughway 70|
and Highway 53, is that right?

A, That’s right,

e Now, of course, three~tenths of ) ml.e is the length of
three football Flelds, is that about rnght? . v
A. 1t’s about 300 yards, yes, sir.

. We And there is a =~ or is there any other house or dwellnng

. Ae - Yes, sir, The Hales home,
Q, How ébout the Rodney Sutton home? .
As Right, Right there in the‘infersecti;n.“
Q. So; there are two homes theré? | B
A. Yes, sir,
Q. - How many homes are there, duriég‘that period of_time,.dn
the other side of 2427 . | | £
A. There is a church darectly acrOas from the Davis house.
A bulk type propane gas tank located between thelr resudence :
and the intersection. |  ._
MR. EASLEY: Your Honor, may I’.ask Ehat For A{‘:he.
record he is usingsccae _ | - .
MR. MOORE: | am reférring to State’s Exhibit No. 15,
1’m sorry. | . ¢ -

Q. Also calling your attentlon to State s Exhlblt No. |5.

intersection?

S
-

B
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twenty.

A. It’s about fouréand-a-half'mifes.‘f:_:

- Q. In the area of the - as shown on State s Exhlblt IS from

the prnson to the intersection, how many houses would you say

are there’ roughly.north of Highway 70l and adJacent,or stttlng

' off of Highway 7017

A. To what point, sir?

0? Well, say a hundred yards.,

A. Probably ten or twelve at least. _ 'f % :'fﬁ‘,,-

Q. Of course, we certalnly have the Turnbull PFOJect in
there, don’t we? |

A. Yes, sir. NI A R AL e

Q. How many homes - that is one paved road that'goes'bff of |

Highway 701 on State’s Exhibit 15, félthat right?
" 'A, That'’s right. . Voo ¥ i
Q. How many homes are. in the Turnbull ProJect’

A. There are several in that whole proJect, flfteen or

Q. All right, sir. And how far would you 369 the paved ' -

road is.down that project?

"A. Oh, a quarter of a mile.

division in there adjacent to the Bladen Lakes Furnnture,'
Wlllard Tatum’s residence, is there not s'n?;;*

K Yes, sir. . o B8 z ;‘qt;

Q. How many homes in that area’

N
~4

"@. All pight, sir. And there is also another |tttle sub-.'

§
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‘Ae | have no idea. There are sevéral homes frOm White Lake [I(
Pﬁison tb that aréa. | don’t have any ldea how many. .
, b. But there are many, many homes": : :

:1Af Yes, snr._ A i S A
Aié. All rlght, ‘Silra Now, wlth regard to the I7th day of
September - let me verify that date - the 12th day of September,
|976, you said you and Earl Storms - Earl Storms is a Deputy -
Sherlff of Bladen County? e : L e ey

A. Yes, sir. | | | E

"Qs . Still a Deputy Sheriff?
"A. VYes, sir.
_ Q. The Sheriff-elect, the.new Sheriff?

A. VYes, sir. | »

Q. You all took Mr. Joe Sledge From the Cumbevland County
Jail back to Bladen County’ - | ‘

{l A. Yes, sir. | _

Qs And after traveling‘the route tﬁat ;éu éay you Qé;t froﬁ
the prison to the place where the ¢$r Qés takeh,‘then you said
you went to the Davis home? | .

A, Yes,'sir.

Q. Now, you did that of your own volition, did you‘nqt,
Mr. Little?

A. That's right.

i Q. And when you got there, you and the other two automob||eJ

were traveling with you, were they not? N

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. ;'cPR . B T 001977

OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER - | 0

142



ST TS TR A ey

T TR TP TR

10

1

12

13

57

15

16

17

18

19

21

22

24

25

A Yes, Sire
:-Qs  And you stopped in front of fhe:hqme as $ﬁoun on.State's

Exhibit No. 8, is. that rvght’ ;

A That's rnght. ' : N S
.. And the home looked exactly Ilke State s Exhlblt No. 8"
A. Yes.u :

@, And |t had the sngn marked out there and’blockaded off
such as it was by the Bladen County Sher|ff's Department’

A. The 5|gn‘say§: Keep out. Shernff.;':- ]

6. And when this statement was maae, ituﬁasJSOQe'seven.aéys :
after the murder of these two women, was it};oé?."

A. Apprgximate\y. .. . |
Q. And Sheriff John B. Allen Qas there;.waé ﬁé.not;_sir?A

A. Yes-
Q. And as a matter of fact, he was- out of hus car when the
statement was made?

A. | believe so.

Q. Now, you said you got to the scene of this ¢rime at aboud

5;‘5, is that right?
A. That’s right. .
'_0. How many people were there whEs youuéotAtheréé
A. | observed the Sheriff, of course, there in the front '

yard, There was a couple of spectators standlng out near the‘

highway.

'‘Q, How many spectators?

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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1 I A. Two. "y g e :.h(
E’} 9 : Q. That’s all you saw? | s s P 1
;( 3 1l A. Yes. Deputy Sheriff Lynn Moore, - .Jw;fjif
; 4l Q. What total number of officers wefevtﬁerejeheneyoumaﬁr}vedéi

5. A. Sheriff Allen.

;7 6 Q. He was the only oFFlcer?

?i 7| A. VYes, sir. . . ' :

‘ 8 Q. And Offncer Lynn Moore came up after that’ ;,;.“
f éff. 9 || A. Yes, sir. He came up along about the tlme I arrlved. '
féﬁ, 10 Q. How many other officers came up after’that? .
é {? 11 A. Theee;were several, o te | |

;- 12 : MR, MOORE; Just one momenf eteaee,‘Qeur Henor." £S
:fif 13 || COURT' Suppose we Just recess rlght there and get

14 ||some lunch., Members of the Jury, we are gonng to recess at B
15 ||this time for lunch. We will reconvene at 2: IS p.m.. IF you:'
16 ||will, please return to the courtroom ‘and take the seats in the'
17 || jury box at that time. During this recess, please remember ané

18 ||abide by the lnstructuons that | have glven you earller. Do"

16 || not discuss the case with anyone or allow anyone to dlscuss |t

20 in your presence. Do not talk about it among yourselves. Kee:

your minds open. Do not form or express an opinson concernsng

21
: 22 the guilt or innocence of the dcfendant or relat:ng to. thas ;e-
%E" 23. || case- Take a recess untal 2 l5 p.n. (LUNC EON RELESS ) mé.
94 || Little, come back to the stand p!ease.‘ Mr. Moore, Iﬁbelteve;'
95 || @t the recess you had_thle wntneSs,on croee e#aﬁinetien..tYoQ
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| CONTINUED CROSS EXAMINATION RY MR. MOOEE'“

may'proceed.

i of the inside of the house, lf you know"

' G. Mr. Little, how many photographs or plctures were taken :

A, | don’t know. TR 'rffe”{fjifi;%ff . s
" Do you know how many dlfferent offlcers took photographs
of the |n3|de oF the house’ ' F A

A. Thﬁee to my knowledge..

Qs And," of course, there were many more photographs than |
have been used heretofore in thls case. so’ far, |s that rught’r

A, Yes.

J¢. The shlrt or sweater that you have referred to that was

'odentnfled as State’s Exhibit 18, the Cassudy sweater, who dld

you say cave that to you? To refresh your memory, was |t Mr.v
Marshall Evans? N . » : 4 | |

A, Just e moment, sir, and let me ]eok et~mx.e;lwreceiyed
that Tromesses | & | e

Q. It was either Lee Sampson or Mafsﬁall Evees?1’:

A. From Jed Teub on 9/13/76.. . I

Q. All right, sir, Did you also have occasion to ‘reccive -
a pair of green anstntutoonal pants from euther Mr. Lee ,ampso

\

or Marshall Evans? i :
A. | alie pecelved a'paif of .green bante‘on:9ll3l76 Vrome
Mr. Taub. .o " g '*‘ ;*“=;=ftf;,1;n1;§fjiifg';&;ﬂ

u. With regard to the green pants,‘are you familnar w1th tl
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© Q. Well, are they green?

;institutidnal pants as worn by the inmateé at the White Léke. |

Department of Corrections?

th,: Yes, sir.

Q. What color are they?

- Ae Well, if they are green, they Qoﬁid be green, sir.:

% o QOURT. Do you know, is what he is asktng. J
A. Yes, sir. Some of the pants that they wear are gﬁeen;i'

yes, sir,

Q. The pants that you received on the 13th of September, 1976

from Mr. Taub, were they the type of pants that are snmllarly

worn by the inmates of the White Lake Department of Correctiong’

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you have occasion to observe any blood on those pantq’

- A. No, sir. . _
MR. EASLEY: Objection (SAME TIME ANSWER).
COURT: Overruled. | o

Q. Did you have occasion to obsefvé'biood on State’s Exhibi4
No. 18 which was the Cassidy sweater? | |

A. No, sir, |

J. Now, you said you took appro;imétely 5'§r‘ther; werei:
during the course of the iﬁvestiéatfon some 97.finger§rint§.::
| assume all- those fingerprints were'negat?ve té'ﬁhe defeﬁ¢aQt

Sledge?

A. Yes, sir, as far as | know, sir.

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR . 001981
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Q. Did you have occasion to take:any shoe prfdts orAshoéf.' i
casts either of the soul around the'premvses or the tracks |n-'ﬁ
side the house, the one that you have already referred to’:§f 

Ko Yes, sir. There was a plaster cast made of the shoe{”f“*
tracks outside of the house. - i

Q. And | thiﬁk you also.made é‘b%qéu;é 96 diééréﬁ';% the:?'
bloody print on the inside of thg-houéef.j:- e ey

A. That's rnght. 2 . 0 'Tﬁ'ii  ?¥;;

-0. Nere these prlnts and cast: negat|Ve to the ‘shoes that-
Sledge was wearing when apprehended? A A

e Did you see the ﬁescbe Squad vehicie or membeks‘ofitﬁef |
Rescue Squad remove the bodies of thentwo deceaSed wﬁmen?r v

A. VYes. ‘

Q. They arrived after you arrivﬁd'or‘wéheLthey;there'whén.1.
you arriQed? | . | e

A. No, they arrive§ afterll afriVéd;>:T$e§ wﬁre Bo£ ailo;ed'
in the crime scene unti] wé werevthéoﬁgﬁ:fn thefq.r ‘

8. Were they there when you got”thé;e?:”-:

A. No, sir. They arrlved after 1| d|d |

MR. MOORE: Just one moment, your Honor.> .
r'u. Now, Mr. Little, | thlnk that you have testtfned that=‘
the first time you saw Mr. Sledge was ln Dlllon, South Caro!nn

on about the 9th day of.September, |976 is. that correct7

A. Yes, sir.

* SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR ¥ AP
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d. At that time did you have - well, dld you notuce the.
Iength of Mr, Sledge s hair at that tame’ ' ‘

A. Yes, sSir. ‘

W, How would you descrcbe it?

A. Probably an elghth or a quarter of an‘ln;h ioné; fﬁ'

W, In other words, it was shaved or cut very close?l
"A. 1t was pretty c|05e ‘to the way tt is now.hj”'. |

Q.. All right, sir. Did you have occasion to notice any éutJ

or scratches on him? o4

A, Yes,

4, Where did you see thosé?

A. He had a dug out place on hislehést."ﬂénﬁa& §§rat¢hes‘
on his hand and his arm. ol T

Q. Which hand’ |

A. | believe it was the rtght hand.

MR, MOORE: No other questlnns of thls w;tness, your
Honor. _ _ g A »
COURT: Any further by the State?’

REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. EASLEY:

W, Officer Little, you said that-tﬁére:wefe thﬁéé.cavs o
present when you Went to the resndence oF Josephlne and. Alleen
Davis at the time Mr, Sledge ponnted at the house.A Were there
three cars present with you Just then or throughout the whole
epzsode when you were golng back over. the escape route’ il it

A. The whole - through the whole tlme.?;-f

_ SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR - .
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Jd. All right. And you saidlsome people got ;ut of the‘;;r.!
Were pegp!é getting out of the caf'thfouéﬂguf tﬁé"whole'escapeé
e : d e mm L e
4 :1A.‘.Yes;'
5 ¥, Would you describe the dug out QIac;.th$t yo§.%;;6a&;nf
6 lhis chest; on-Mr., Sledge’s cﬁest? L i ’, b
7 A. .Yesé sir, It was a place about half thé”Siz¢:6%ta'penn§,
8 [ljust @ secer ' Ty .
9 Q. Was it a fresh scratch? - A
10 A. Yes, sir. B
1 MR. MOORE: Objection to th§£;.§;ﬁélﬂonor.
12 COURT: Overruled. ‘ . % Tl
13 Q. 'All right, sir. Now, exactly whgrer- how-many ofAfﬁéséf
14 ﬁarks did you see and where were they? i N o .
16 A. | observed the mark on his'chegt:ana tﬁéAmérks’on his-
16 |larm and on his hand, his right hand.L4Ji~5
17 Q. WYhere on his chest? Would you sﬁow’pﬁ'my body, p!ea;é._
18. A. Right along in thisAarea.' ' REHEN |
19 Q. How mény? | |
20 A. One was all | noticed. =
a || o. One that you noticed. All;right;  No§,‘the;scratches,1
22 o his - dfd you say his right han&flﬁ_ft' | . -
23 A. Yes, sir. o ”
24 Q. Where on the right hand wa§Aitf:.W§s ftion‘thé'éutéidé
25 |{lor the palm or..... o . s
" = 1 DR 7.
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A. He had some scratches in the knuck!é'area of his hand,

and he had a dug out place, | belteve, on the palm oF his han

Q. .All }ight. The area of . the hand wlll you povnt out on
m& hand where you are talking about. E | R

. A.“.Around in this area. |

Q. AII right, sir, Now, the scratch that y;u sald you‘sag
on his arm, was that similar to the one you saw on his chest?

"A. No, they were longer scratches." Y

Q. All right. Were they ‘the same w»dth’ e
‘:A.a No, they were narrow. :

Q. Would you desér@be tHdse,'please, sir. Pount out on my

;rm where they were and describe that scratch

A.. Along his forearm there. Just a long narrow sdratcﬁ.

Q. Was it a wide sgratché | |

A. No, it was a narrow scratcﬁ;

Q. How narrow was it? '

A. Oh, about the width of a pencil.paySQ._"'

Q. A pencil point? L

 _A.~,Yes.

rhd; mhow many of  those were- thére’jm B e X

"A. | don’t recall. There were se&eral. |

‘“0; That one was diFFerentlFrom.the one’on‘hfs chest?f E

W. Now, were all of themlfreﬁb_;s tﬁé ofhers?‘ e &
MR. MOORE: Objection. - 2
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COURT: * Overruled if he has an oplnlon. -
“ Qs Did ‘the ones on the chest appear to be fpesh9 mo E°
‘ MR MOORE: ObJectlon. ' . -

.CQURT: Overruled.

A, Yes, sir.

-Q; 'Dld the one on h|s arm’ appear to be fresh’
'MR. MOORE: Objection. . -
COURT: Overruled.

i A- . Yes.

'Q., As a matter of course, Mr..Lgttle,~3;_y§u alQ;yg_tgkéxﬁ;
Féngerprints at every cr{me scene?' | | 5 :

MR. MOORE: Objection.

COURT: Sustained. Irrelevant. g

MR. EASLEY: That is all the quest|ons l have.‘ '

RECROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. MOORE:

Q. Mr. Little, of course, you~took a ptcture of Mr._Sledge .

| right after you saw him on the 9th of beptember |n Dlllon,

South Carolina, didn’t you?
A. No, sir.:
Q.. You did nof?
A.- No, sir. S
MR. MOORE' Your Honér, may we approach the bench’ :
(counszt APPROACH THE BENCH.) | have no further questaons a£
- ; ;::., B A R

COURT: You may step down. Call the next witﬁesé;'
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Dr. Wilton Reavis

Dr. Reavis testified that he performed autopsies on both Victims on November 9, 1976. The
bodies had been exhumed for the autopsies. Dr. Reauvis first testified about the autopsy of Josephine
Davis and stated that the body had been embalmed, dressed, and buried prior to this autopsy. There

was mold present on the skin surfaces and the face was “covered in a thick coat of makeup.”*>°

Dr. Reavis testified that he noted asymmetry to Josephine Davis’ face and x-rays were
performed. Dr. Reavis formed the opinion that Josephie had fractures to her jawbone on each side of

her face.” Dr. Reavis noted bruises present on the forehead, left cheek, and right side of the chin.!®°

Dr. Reavis noted “seven incised wounds present on the anterior surfaces of the body.” The
prosecutor asked if “incised wounds” were “stab wounds” and Dr. Reavis agreed. Dr. Reavis described
the location and size of each wound. There was one stab wound on the abdomen, two on the midline of

the chest, and three on the neck. The final stab wound was not described in testimony.®!

Dr. Reavis then described bruises he noted on Josephine Davis’ forehead and scalp and three
bruises on her chest. He said Josephine Davis’ left hand had four stab wounds. Dr. Reavis states that his

opinion was that Josephine Davis “died as a result of hemorrhage due to stab wounds.”%2

Dr. Reavis then testified about his autopsy of Aileen Davis. The body was in the same condition,
exhumed, embalmed, clad in funeral attire, and the exposed skin was covered in yellow green mold. He

noted multiple bruises on her face. There were two small lacerations on her face.!%3

Dr. Reavis described two lacerations to Aileen Davis’ neck. The wound on the right side of the
neck was 1.25 inches in length and 1.5 -2.5 inches deep. It penetrated her thyroid gland and resulted in
hemorrhage into the soft tissues, trachea, windpipe, and esophagus. The second neck wound was on

the left side of the jaw. It was 2 inches long and ran along and struck the jaw bone.%*

159 14, pgs. 119-120.
160 |1d. Pgs. 121-123.
161 1d. Pgs. 123-126.
162 1d. Pgs. 127-129.
163 1d. Pgs. 129-132.
164 1d. Pgs. 131-133.
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Dr. Reavis testified that Aileen Davis had a 1 inch superficial laceration at the entrance to her

vagina.l®®

Dr. Reavis testified that in his opinion “Aileen Davis died as a result of hemorrhage due to stab

wounds.6®

Slides of the autopsy photos were shown to the jury through a projector.’®” Some of these
slides are not available and they are not included in this brief. Dr. Reavis then stated, “The bruises
present on the bodies of Josephine and Aileen Davis could have been caused by a fist or other blunt —
heavy blunt object striking the deceased. The incised wounds which were present on the bodies of

Josephine and Aileen Davis could have been the result of a knife of other sharp instrument.”168

On cross examination, Dr. Reavis testified that both women had gray hair and said he recalled
that one was more brown-gray. He also stated that his autopsy was two months after their deaths and
he was not able to determine a time of death. Dr. Reavis testified that the prior autopsy report showed
a blood sample was taken for toxicology, but that he was not asked to testify about the result. He also
testified that there were differences between the two autopsies, but he was not asked to describe the
differences. Dr. Reavis also testified that he took fingernail clippings that were turned over to SBI

agents.1®°

Donald L. Sutton

Donald Sutton testified about conversations he had in jail with Sledge. Sutton’s testimony from
the first trial is included earlier in this brief. The investigative reports of his four law enforcement

interviews are also included earlier in this brief. Sutton’s entire testimony is included below.

165 |d. pg. 134.

166 |d. pgs. 134-135.
167 |d. Pgs. 135-145.
168 |d. Pgs. 145-146.
169 |4, pgs. 146-150.
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and | just wondered if those |nC|S|ons were there.

. A. Yes. The standard Y-shaped |ncn3|on that is made at the

tlme of autopsy was present on the chest and abdomen of each off

'_these women and had been prevrously sutured by the embalmer.?;

MR. MOORE: No further questlon, your Honor.
" MR. CHALMERS: All righta Thank you, Doctor.v”

COURT: Thank you, Doctors. 'You may be excuged.'b

Call your next witness, ’ : ‘ “i__, ¢ f o %
MR. EASLEY: Somebody go to the Grand Jury room and

get Mr. Sutton, please.

in September, of 19767

DONALD L. SUTTON, being first duly sworn; testified as follews

during DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. EASLEY:

Q. State your name for the Court and Jjury, please;
~A. My name is Donald L. Sutton. | A

Q. All right. Now, Mr. Sutton, are you eurrently ceﬁffhed
——— | o |

A. Yes, sir.

Q. All right. Where are you in prsson’

A. Sampson County Unlt.

Q. All right, sir. | want you to speak cleaEIy and.SpeaE

slowly, if you will, please. | will ask‘th‘ff you had occa-

sion to see the defendant, Joseph Sledge, in CumberlauQ Ceunty"

A. Yes, | did. s -

Q. Do you remember what date that'ﬁas?e

OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER
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" d. Do you know what day it was?

know. And, you know, I heard something about this, you know, -

A. It was around the 17th or I8th. k%

A. No, sir. | know it was on é Friday.
:.u. Friday? ~
A. Yes, sir. ' A .
| COURT:  Did you ask the month?. Ha weid th 174K on
(B, - AU N TR S S
MR. EASLEY: OF September.

A. 1t was September, . “ :' LT e

U. All right, sir. Now, did you have some conversation wiéh_n

Joe Sledge?

A, Yes, sir, | did,

¢, All right., Did Joe Sledge tell you anything about being &

in the home..:.. o
MR. MOORE: Objection. .
Q. sseaeof Josephine o; Aileen Dé§i§?
COURT: - 05j9cti9n»sustained:a§ to le;Aing._ He.iéz
your witness. . ' a o l . e 7
8 Whgt did Joseph Sledge tell YOU? o
" A. Well, | asked him, you know....;- ‘
'MR. MOORE: Objection. .
COURT: Overruled.

A. | asked him about, you know, why was he in jail,;yoﬁ

but | didn’t know the details._A.

15
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:u“A.' About this case here.

l asked him why he, you knowssaas«

.know, trying to leave Carolina because he was afraid that he

U. About what? _ - e : .l - | B

“w. All right. Syl
. Ax But I didn’t know the details. And so, he told - he was
telling me about that he was busted in South Carollna. And so,.?
‘w. That he was busted in South Carolnna"‘
A Yes. He was picked up down there. And | asked him where.

was he going. And he said that he was trylng to leave, yOU‘

would be, you know, charged with thls murder.
Q. All pright, sir. Did he tell you anythlng else?v
A. Well, we talked some more, you know, that nlght. But we
didn’t really get into a really good conversatlon until Satur- i
day morning. -
Q. All right. Did you ask h|m any more questions the-next
morning or did he say anything else to you’ -
A. No. All he talked about, he talked about a lot of blood
and.stuff'lnke that. o » .
Q. All right. Did he tell you what he had done?
A. No, not untnl later, you know.
W, Well, what dld he tell you ‘that he had done? ‘ _
A. Well, he told me that, you know, later on that elenlngézl
when we talkedscsss | | ',' h i o i)

MR. MOORE: Objection.

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR .
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i
1 _ COURT: 0verruled | {3
‘2 || . Aw +a...he told me that he did knll the people; Qou knog.'jA;
3 those two women, you know. ;'-
i |l 0. Did'he tell you where they llved’ : . i
5 A. No. All | knew, it was in Bladen 00unty, that ﬁe wés in “4
¢ ||Bladen County. | . ' | ...
M B Fiisidib: Old e et you bow e T8
. ‘MR. MOORE: Objection. . .° -
9 COURT: Overruled. g L s g R
10. A, Well, he told me that the women'ﬁereiédt-ub;'_You khoﬁ,.‘
1 |[@t) he said, they were cut up, you know, fhey Qere”§tabbé§,;anc'h
12 there was a lot AF blood. . V - L
13 Q. Ali right, sir. -VWhat else did he tell you? .
14 A. He told me.that he was put in a posi?ion.where'hé ﬁad to};
15 Q, Did he t;ll you anything else about the women, Mr, Sut%Gn?;
6 .|| A Noe Well, at that time we was eatiﬁg bréakfast, you.knowf
1 And he told me that, you know, that they were two, you know,
18 ||bitches that would never eat breakfast agaln._" sy, "
i Q. All right, sir. Now, d|d he talk to.you about women’
20 MR. MOORE: . Objection. sy
- 'CbURT: Overruled : .
A. Well, he used to talk to me a 'Ot about that, you know.-'"
:: About white women, you know, out to 9055039 tﬁe b|ﬂcﬁ maﬂ.s |
- mind and so forth, youvkanQ'V ‘- ,1'j;;f'  ‘
. Q. Did he refer to thom in any paftifutéféfﬂ?? 
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sort of like used as a crutch for the white ﬁan, you khow, to,

A. Yes, sir. S S R h5
". Qs How did he refer to them? | T o . |
As As she devils, :
uiO.‘ Well, what d:d he tell you about she devuls"'
A. That they was bad for the black man, you know, and ;ou 

know, out to get their minds, you know. And they was, you know,

you know, to rule the black man. v
- A!I rlght, sir. Now, Mr. Sutton, did you have aﬁy'con;'
versation with Mr, Sledge’ anut his clothes?' ' ' s
A. Yes, sir, | did. N
MR, MOORE: Objection.
COURT: Overruled.
Q. Well, what did he tell you?
A, He told me.caes
MR. MOORE: Objection.
A. .....his.clothes.....
COURT: Overruled.
| A. «sse«was put in a place where they would ﬁever be Fouﬁd.
Q. All pight. What else did he tell you?
" A. No more than all he ever talkgdvabout was she de9i|s;
That'’s all he ever talked about._ » | ) _
Q. Can you exp|a|n to the Court .and to the Jury what she
devils are? | s fw'xl Lodh )

MR. MOORE: Objection.
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COURT: Well, sustalned as to what he says they are.
. @, ‘What did Mr. Sledge tell you she devils are’-'i
A. They are white women . They are breeders, breedevs or.
devils. | B ’ T R
0. All right, sir. And what else has b 4914 you aboist She
devils, if anything? ‘ .ei"l; i o jfilsel : .
A. You know, that the black man sheuld you know,‘;eSel oven
thls here and should kill every, you know, should klll every f

one, you know, that really should cross their path. Thls lsi

the way he explained it to. me,

Q. Did you talk about that often’; f
A. Well he used to talk to me quute a bnt about that, you |
know, when we were at White Lake Prlson Camp together.

Q. Did he tell you whether or not he had escaped from prlsor

MR. MOORE: ObJectton.«
COURT: Overruled.
A. Well, he told me he escaped '?=$€£;15§.ri .
Q. All right, Did he tell you = dld he say anythlng to you
about where he went? b | B : '
; MR. MOORE: Objection. .~ . . \:
A; No, he didn’t say where he went after he left prlson,
you know, when he Ieft the qntt....._u;.,‘ ' T YR

COURT: Overruled. h

A;' seasshe dldn t say whether he, you know, he went stratc

to the people’s home or when he 'eft Bladen whether or not he
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I

went straight to the people’s home or nothnng like that.

All right. Did he give you any reason why he esceped7 i

Accessory before and after the fact of murder.

: "
MR. MOORE: Objegtion.
A. No, sir. . A |
COURT: .Overruled. o
MR. EASLEY; Your witness.:j m1'?
CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. MOORE:
Q. Mr. Sutton, where do you live now?
A. Sampson County Unlt, Prlson Unit,
| Q. What are ‘you in for, Mr..Sutton? 'f
A. .
Q. You have been convicted of wurden® "5
A. Yes,Agir. |
Q. What else have you been conv?éted'of?
- A.' Assault. | )
Q. Is that all?.
A.

Yes, that’s all. One charge of assau't that 1 had aga:nst

me,‘you know, was thrown out of court. There was. two assaults :

but, you know, only one went agaanst meae .. .

Q.

inflicting serious bodily |nJury?ﬁ-f"

A.

‘Q.

active time are you under, let me ask you thnf

A.

Was that assault with a deadly weapon with" |ntent to kl‘

Yes, sir.

How much more time have you got to servo’ Héw much”

Twenty-eught to thirty years."’"”

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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' ﬁ; Yes, sir.

Q. Now, Mr. Sutton, how long have you.beenAin Jail?

ions, jail, the whole bit?

Q. Twenteright-to thirty?

A. You mean, in prison?

Q. VYes, sir, this last time. Prison, Department of Correct-

A. Well, | have been in a little over nine years.

0, Well, 1711 ask you, sur, if you weren't in Fayettevalle

' for escape? ' o . &
; : ; i

A:. Yes, sir, | was.
Q. So, .have you been convicted of escape?
A. Yes, sir, | was convicted of it.

Q0. How many times have you been convicted of escape?

- Ae Once.

Q. Now, during the last nine years while you have beeﬁ lﬁ :

the various jails and prisons, have you been punished for

violating the rules there in the jail? -

MR. CHALMERS: Objection to that, if your Honor

pleases,

COURT: _Overruled,
A. Have | ever been punished?
Q. Yes, SIF-\ '
A. For the things that I dnd wrong7

4. | mean for breaking prlson rules and instruct:ons that

you were given there in the varcous Ja:!s?

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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tiﬁes, Mr. Sutton.

A. Well, any time you break a rulé, you be punished for it;

. de My question to you, Mr. Sutton, is how manyﬂtiméé h#;eV

you'been punished for such thingé as that?  "

" A. Well, not too many.
“'9; Just tell us those that you'cén remember .
A. Four or five times.
' Q. | would lﬁke to know what yoﬁ were eﬁarg;d with onhfhgse
Tl
MR. EASLEY: Objection. |
COURT:  Well, sustained,
Q. 1 will ask you, sir, if you weren'f punished-for active;
ﬁutiny..... | | -
MR. EASLEY: Obj;ction.
T L rfot.....
MR. EASLEY: Objection.
Q. sseaein November of 19767
.» COURT: Overruled. s
A. Was 17 g, -
J. Yes, sir.
Ae Yes, sir.
w, | will ask you, sir, if in 1973 you were djscip|ined for
35§obeying a prisoniofficial? e

CAs. In- 737

€., Yes, sir. That was in Sampson Co&hfy Unit, Mv;"SuttOﬁ;’»

A. Maybe so. | probably did.

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR .
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A .that.

Qs 1’11 ask you, sir, if you weren’t disciplined for making,|l{

drinking, possessing alcoholic beverage in 19727

A. No, sir. | didn’t do that, | don’t know nétﬁiné:gbout 

‘Q. This was in the Bladen County -Unit. Were you discipiinéd‘

during 1972 in the Bladen County Unit for aﬁything'deéling with
alcohol? * TR e o

A. Yes, sir. | came ; | remember ]_came-inAoné nigﬁt of%
pass, you know, and | was intoxicated, | |

Q. Were you disciplined in 1972 fof'aisobeying-a érispn o
official? . |

A. Yes, sir. N A

Qe In 1971 for failing éo perform duties?

A. Yes, sir.. .

Q. In 1971 for disobeying prisoﬁ official and féiliné to
perform duties'the second offense, for fhe second.time?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And in 1971 a third timé for disobeying a prison official:

A. 19 when? . : |

Q. 1971. That was'in March, of 1971. That was in the
Harnettceeo« . | - ' ’
“ A. Harnett County? :

Q. The Harnett Youth Center, |‘éugs§;h :_

A, Yes, sir. V. 'ii3er ps.

Q. You remembgr that?

s ey
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ing to help someone else escape?

A

p body else escape.

Qe

Sledge took place in the Fayettevulle County Ja;l?

B
e

i?

Ja

John
Au
Q.

: -
A.
Q.
s

know

Yes, sir. : T :tim: :3 : if

And in 1976, you were dlsclpllned for escepe or attempt-

No,}sln. 1 escaped, but | dsdn't attempt to help any-ﬁt

e

Now, Mr. Sutton, you say this conVersatnon wuth Mr.' 2
Yamy #le 000 - 0 g s Towr W LRy

'DoAyou remember when Mr. Sledge'waé‘brought into that.AZ

No, suf. He was there whén | gét there.'

And did he leave before you left or after you Ieft’ A
1 left before he - | left. l don - Lnow when he |eft. :
You left before he left? . i
Yes, sir;

Do you remember John Cross befng thefg? Do you knogv
Cross, Mr. Sutton? o RS

No, sir, not personally.

Do you know Joseph Shaw?

No, sir. _ :

And you don’t knoQ whether they ;cre‘there or”not?‘:'h'
There were quite a few peopfe in fhis aréé; ybuiknoQ.E;;
All right. Nhat Cell Block were YOU all: e

| don’t know the number."See, lt is a newAJaul. quégh'%

anything about it.

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. Ri'R
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de Oh, | see. You remember all this conversationzbut'yoe 16

can 't remember where you were?

A. . 1 don’t know anythlng about the- number of any cell block.jt

..Q- | see. Now, these partucular cells that you were |n, erqlh
they indfvidual cells? | | 7 o

A. No, .sir. It’'s, you know, a Big block,i;ou know;:it's:a~
big cell bleck, and it has iddividualueellsbie the Slock,.foﬁ.
know, within the block. | g A e "
e And each man has his own }ndivfduelieell ih.ﬁhich he“ 8
sleeps at night, is that correct?i' | o

A. Yes, sir. o ~ﬂ“:‘i:,-':‘f‘l“ s, L=
- Qs And these individual cells épee‘ep,inéo'a feyer-or‘e
recreation area but still behind bars but:thaf the gnmatee can
go into during the day, is that correct? ;  .

A. VYes, sir. ' | " P

Q. Do you recall which cell gou stayed in, Mr; Sutton?

A. No, 1 don't. "- Lo

:u. How many cells were in this cell block’ _

VA. .1 don’t know,., 1t was a pretty bug cell you know. |t's
hard to say. You know, | didn’t ceunt.them or-nothlng Vike. -
that. ' N - o

v, Vell, weee there sfx or sevenAeefls; eighf,_ten?'

A. | couldn’t be sure. u . i

Q. You don t have any earthly |dea how nany lﬂle!dU&‘ cellJf

were in that block?

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR .
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cape?

A

Q.

put you .in that cell block there in Fayettevulle, is that what [

you are saylng"
N

really didn’t know the deta:ls of |t. %piF 3

. No. ‘| mean, | couldn't gave you a dlrect answer on that.i6

How many inmates were in that block7:

There might have been about maybe flve or stx. ey
Bl G =T

And you don’t know the names of any of the nest of them’
'No,AS|r. ' ' s
The'onlf‘man'whose name,you remonben yédigay?;sliéé Sjedgef
Because we did time together.i--”' ", " o
A"a‘you had a case pending thgaiésainst iéu.?arfoooapé?i

Yes, sir. ) ) . by 3 Sa- e -

And you say you had heard about thls Bladen County murder

B '\’v_-,_-,:.'

| heard something about it, but, you know, 1 mean_.,,,f |

Where did you hear |t9 On the radsov'w'"""

| heard something about it, you know, people talknng, you

YWho was talklng about |t°
You know, some of the people, you know, l was. dealing ol

on the street.

1 see..‘That's before they oaught'you‘for that last es- |

What last escape? There was onfy one.

Well; you heard it dlscussed on the street before they.

Yes.v | heard somethlng about tt but, you knOu, |ﬂfnf"
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{land you talked about it on' the §tﬁeet) you didn’t talk about -

| thing about it or mention it, you know, but you don’t have tlmJ‘

@. But you knew that there were two murders that took place [I16
in Blgden,County before they put yoﬁ in that cell, is that wﬁat

you are saying?

[ A. . Yes, sir, | heard
.“u. And you knew that you had to be trued yet for that escapebg
too, dldn't you? ’ ' '
~ As  Yes, snr.
Q. And, Mr. Sutton, you are aware of the rewavd |n thls.case,
aren’t you? ‘ .

A. 1 didn’t know about that until the time when we céﬁe to
éourt the last time. The first time, tﬁgé'glwheail became  i.
aware of that then. | |

Q. ' You mean every time this case was discussed on the radio

the reward?

A. Well, you know, people don’t really, you know, talk abddt-r

things like that on the street. You know, they mlght say some-"

to worry about somebody else’s problems,

Q. How long had you been'out on that eséape, Mr . Sutton’ 4

[7]

' A. | don’t know, About maybe two months, two or three mont

| Q. And you say tﬁis conversation took.plaée in September, oj'
f§76, is that right?

'A. Yes, sir. . v _' 4

- 'Q, And when was it that you went to the taw’

" SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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1 J ;A._ Whgn was it that I'Qent to thellaw? _‘A 16

2 Qs Yes, sir, - .

3 HA. 1 dldn't go to the law. :

4 0, ‘When did you tell the Iaw about thns, Mr. Sutton’

6 -‘A. When they came down to talk to me - in Sampson County.‘

6 Q. And when was that?

\7 " A, Sometime in Februgry;

8 || Q. Of what year?:

9 A, It was in - | think it was in '77.

10 d. Are you sure of that, Mr. Sutton, or was it in l9787

11 ||Wasn’t it this year, Mr. Sutton? ' . 3
2 || A. This is *78.

138 || Q. Yes, sir.

14 A. NQ. 1t was this year.
- 15 Q. This year, |978?

16 A. Yes. 4 _

17 MR. MOORE: Seventéen ﬁonths later. No furfher

18 |{{ questions, your Honor. . Th

19 || REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. EASLEY’E

20 || Q. Did you tell Mr., Poolessses

21 | MR. MOORE: Objection.

COURT: Overruled. 4
O, s»sssswith the S.B.l. and Mr. Phllllp thtle what you

Bi. have testified to here today?. A : '

- A. Yeé, sir.

L omemowmoncomremomen 002037 |
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position?

Q. And did you give them a statement in February: |978’
Did you glve them a statement thenv A ,

A. Yes, sir.

d.' All right. pid Mr. Sledge_evér'téii foy QHQihé kfilé&f::
the two Davis women? _ e it SRR e
MR. MOORE: Objection.
| COURT: Overruled. - o
e Just Tike | kold yeu, wou Fnov  He old me he killed "+ |
them, you know, He didn’t sa& Qh; hé kfllea-fgéhlilhji'hé- -
said, he was Jjust put in a posltlon to kill them, yau know, t;.
where he had to kill them.:  *‘t- : :“‘iTi»‘ﬂ.An <% B ;. j
Q, All Eight. Now, you said tha£ y@u:hgérA'about ; rewa;d
the first time that you test|f|ed"- L £T e B A
A Yes, sir, l didn’t know about that untll l came to
court the first time. o : o o
Q. Al right;A Who did you heaf that froﬁ?;’;,
'A. His lawyéi.- e e
Q. Tﬁat man, Hﬁ.‘MooEe?
A. Yes, sir, : o
Q. All right, sir. Mr. Sutton, what is your Fronncial -
A. Well, my father, Be has thig;;.;.-
MR. MOORE: Objection. S " _
COURT: Well, I'm qouné té sugt;|n |t.. Spst;{n;a;;

MR.. EASLEY: That ie all, your Honor.'
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RECROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. MOORE:

! T:

2 .|l . @, Have you got any money in'yodh poekefs?.' ‘

3 "A. | have a few pennies..;.. - l-  jc “  ' &

. - MR. CHALMERS' ObJect'°“:,'f Your”Honof Please;eufig

5 ] COURT: You object to hls questlon, and you askee .

6 [|him the same thing. L i Ree T D )

7. . MR; MQORE: | understend-tha%;:yeur Héﬁora55|?5§§£ﬁ5"“

8‘ want to know what he has Qot in ﬁis ébcketé;;i ; e .‘W‘;

9 - COURT: |’m 90|ng to sustaln hls, toe;v R %

10 'AQ. Mr. Sutton, what you are saylng is that Joe Sledge told

11 yeu that he hated_whlte women? ' .

12 A.. Yes, sir. : -

13 ‘0., And he told you this while you ‘were eatlng breakfast’ . _

14 || A Yes; but we talked the whole - Fvom the tlme 1 got there"

15 || until the time l left Tuesday.- 1 shlpped out on TUesday.‘

16 s And nobody else was there durtng that conversation’

" " A, Yes, there was people there.">;*f :.ee'

18 Q. " Who else was there? Anybody.else that heard the conver-.

19 satuon7 |

2 Ae 1 don't know if they heard or. not. _You_know; we only“i

91 talked you know, between ourse'ves.'ee e <, 12 . g

- 'MR. MOORE: ‘No further questuons,lyedh:ﬂdhor{:aﬁd

» || FURTHER REDIRECT EXANINATION BY MR. EASLEY: - .. %

i Q. 1 would like to ask-ene'wore:;“Do you knoy M"T $1éd§§e§

- gefore that time? . ' | v
SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR R
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A. Yes, sir. '. o . . i
 ,0. Have you roomed - well, not roomed with him = but have
ybﬁ been in .prison with him before? |

A. VYes, sir.

Q0. Have you talked to him more than that one time'abéué , i

women?
As Yes, | did.
Q. Yéu-knew.him before then?
' .A; Yes, sir. : ; S s _ _;
MR. EASLEY: That’s all.
MR. MOORE: No Ffurther questions.:
COURT: Step down. Call your next witness;
MR. CHALMERS: Could we aﬁproach the bench, your
Honor: . . ‘
|  COURT: Yes, sir. (couNSEL APPROACH THE BENCH.)

MR. EASLEY: ir. Sheriff, would you get Mr. Henry

Poole from my office, please. Henry Podle.

HENRY POOLE, being first duly sworn, testuf:ed as follows

during DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. CHALMERS
@, What is your name, Sir. - ’
A. Henry Poole.
Q. And, Mr. Poole, where do youvlive’ Y S
A. 1 live in Ralesqh North Carollna, sir. ."'*3. . 3

Q. And what is your occupatlon, Hr. Poole’ o ;.fﬁfui

h the State Bureau oF lnvestha

A. 1’'m a Special Agent wit |

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR .
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Special Agent Henry Poole and Det. Phillip Little

SBI Agent Henry Poole was called to corroborate Donald Sutton’s testimony. Agent Poole
testified that he worked for the SBI for over ten years. On February 15, 1978, they interviewed Donald
Sutton at the Sampson County Prison Unit. SBI Agent Poole reiterated the things that Donald Sutton

told him which Sutton had just testified about.”°

Agent Poole testified that he interviewed Sutton another time, but did not state when or how
many times. Agent Poole said he could not recall any additional information provided by Sutton during
the second interview. Agent Poole stated that he and Det. Little had sought out Sutton stating, “During
the course of our investigation, we attempted to determine who all was in the Cumberland County Jail
when Mr. Sledge was brought there after his recapture, and Mr. Sutton’s name was on the list. And we
attempted to interview all these people, and we interviewed Mr. Sutton during the course of this

procedure.”’!

On cross examination, Agent Poole testified that he had interviewed “quite a number” and
“numerous” inmates concerning this crime. He was unable to provide an exact number. The defense
attorney asked him if Johnny Ray Benton told him that Elijah Robinson committed the crime. Agent
Poole said yes and went on to say, “We followed numerous leads concerning this case, and | worked on
it six or eight months continuously. And during this time we talked about many people and followed

many leads. | couldn’t be about to say how many.”*"?

The defense attorney asked Agent Poole if he determined whether John Cross and Joseph Shaw
were in the same prison unit as Sledge and Agent Poole said he could not recall. He was not asked

further about these people. Agent Poole testified there was a $5,000 reward in this case.!”®

On redirect, Agent Poole was asked about his investigation relating to Elijah Robinson and he
said, “Well, we administered polygraph tests too...(Defense objected)...\We determined in our opinion
that he didn’t have anything to do with it.”'’* The investigative reports indicate the polygraph of

Robinson was not completed.

1701d. Pgs. 168-171.
711d. Pgs. 171-172.
1721d. Pgs. 173-174.
173 1d. Pgs. 172-175.
1741d. Pg. 175.
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Det. Little was also called to corroborate Sutton’s testimony. Det. Little stated that he was
present with Agent Poole when Sutton was interviewed and reiterated Sutton’s testimony. Det. Little
said he had talked with Sutton other times without Agent Poole and Sutton said “basically the same

thing.””> He did not testify how many times or describe the difference between the interviews.

On cross examination Det. Little said they didn’t promise Sutton anything or mention the reward
to Sutton. Det. Little said he did not know whether the reward was common knowledge or if it had been

on the radio.'’®

Agent Lee Sampson

Agent Sampson testified that he had been a Special Agent with the SBI for eight years. On
September 7, 1976, Det. Little gave him a vial of hairs collected from the crime scene that he turned
over to Major Hester from the BCSO. Agent Sampson testified that on September 9, 1976, he collected
known pubic hair samples from Sledge. Agent Sampson also testified that on September 10, 1976, he
removed a sweater from Sledge at the Law Enforcement Center in Fayetteville. Agent Sampson testified

about the chain of custody of physical evidence.'”’

On cross examination, Agent Sampson said he observed stains on the sweater worn by Sledge,
but could not say whether they were blood and that it was sent away for testing. Agent Sampson also
testified that he had a conversation with Sledge during the collection and Sledge took him to where
green institutional pants were located and to where a pair of gray pants were located. Sampson also
took a white pullover with red stripes, a pair of blue jeans, white jockey shorts, one pair of black socks,
one pair of Converse tennis shoes, and a green hat from Sledge. These items were submitted to the lab

for testing.

Agent Sampson testified that when Sledge undressed, he recalled seeing scratches on Sledge’s
hands and arms. The defense attorney asked Agent Sampson about making a note regarding the lack of
substantial scratches on Sledge’s body and Agent Sampson responded, “I made some comments about

the scratches that were on his body or on his hands and arms.”1’®

1751d. Pgs. 176-177.
176 1d. Pgs. 178-179.
1771d. Pgs. 181-188.
178 1d. Pgs. 188-190.
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On redirect, three photos of Sledge’s body were introduced and the prosecutor offered them to
illustrate Agent Sampson’s testimony about the “wounds” on Sledge’s body.'”® The photographs are

included on the following page.

179 1d. Pgs. 190-194.
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Agent Joseph Taub

Agent Joseph Taub testified that he had been an agent with the SBI for under four years. He
testified regarding chain of custody of multiple items of physical evidence that he sent to the FBI. He
also testified that he removed “some hairs” from a pair of pants, sweater, and pillowcase that had been

brought to him in this case.®°

On cross examination, Agent Taub testified that he ran a test on the sweater that had been

earlier introduced and taken off Sledge and determined there was no blood on the sweater.8!

Agent James Frier

Agent Frier testified that he had been a Special Agent with the FBI in Washington D.C. for seven
years. The court admitted Agent Frier to testify as an expert in fiber and hair comparison. Agent Frier
testified that he examined hairs that had been removed from the Victim’s abdomen (earlier testimony
described these hairs as removed from Aileen Davis’ naked abdomen and imbedded in blood on her
forehead®®?), hairs removed from a pair of pants (these had been earlier described as hairs removed by
Agent Taub from a green pair of pants shown to law enforcement by Sledge?®3), hairs removed from a
pillowcase (this pillowcase was found under a bridge and later deemed irrelevant to the
investigation!®), and hairs removed from a sweater (earlier testimony described this as a blue and white

sweater worn by Sledge'®). Agent Frier was provided with a pubic hair sample from Sledge.®

Agent Frier testified that based on his examination of the items, he formed the following

opinion:

| found in Exhibit 12-C, which are the hairs removed from the victim’s
abdomen, and in Exhibit 12-B, which were hairs removed from pants, |
found in each of those specimens a Negroid pubic hair which was
microscopically alike with some of the hairs comprising the known pubic

hair sample from the defendant. On Exhibit 12-C which is the hair

180 |d, Pgs. 199-205.

1814, pg. 205.

182 1d. Pg. 56 (Phillip Little Testimony).
183 1d. Pg. 202 (Agent Taub Testimony).
184 |d

185 1d. Pg. 103 (Agent Taub Testimony).
186 |d. pgs. 211-218.
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removed from the abdominal area, and on the hair removed from the
pillow case, and on the hair removed from the sweater, | found Caucasian
head hairs. Now, | could do no further examination of those particular
hairs because | did not have a known head hair sample from any person.
Also, | found in Exhibit 12-C, the hairs removed from the abdomen,
Negroid head hairs which | also could not do any further comparisons

because | had no known head hair sample.*®”

Agent Frier was again asked if he had reached a conclusion or opinion and he stated:

| determined that the pubic hairs of Negroid origin that | found in hairs
removed from the pants, which were Exhibit 12-B, and in the hairs
removed from the abdomen, which were Exhibit 12-C, were
microscopically alike in all respects to some of the hairs comprising the
known pubic hair sample from the defendant and could have originated
from him or another individual of the same race whose hairs exhibited the

same exact microscopic characteristics.

On cross examination, Agent Frier testified that he was not making a positive identification and
said, “Hairs do not constitute a basis for positive identification as fingerprints.” He also testified that the

Caucasian hairs from the sweater and pillowcase were brown Caucasian hairs.'®

Hazel Thompson Smith

Smith testified that she lived in Elizabethtown and owned a 1969 Chevrolet automobile. She
described the car as “A light green ’69 two-door Impala Chevrolet, dark green vinyl top, and it had rusty
spots.” She said the interior was “green and worn.” Smith said she bought the car in 1968 as the 1969s
were coming in. The inside of the car was worn. To her knowledge, there was no blood inside the car.

Two photos of the car were introduced are included on the following pages.'*®®

187 1d. Pgs. 218-219.
188 1d. Pgs. 219.
18914, pg. 220.
190 1d. pgs. 221-228.
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On the night of September 5, 1976, the car was in her yard and she left the keys inside. She last
saw it when she went to bed around 11:30 p.m. or 12:00 a.m.. The next morning, she noticed it was

missing around 7:30 a.m.*%!

On cross examination, Ms. Smith said that she had five children and six grandchildren and the
car was a family vehicle. Her family used to own a dog that rode in her car, but she could not recall
whether that was prior to owning this car. When she got the car back, she was not able to see any
blood in the car. The seat cover was worn through and she had gotten a cushion for the front seat.
When she got the car back, the cushion was still there, but on the floor. She did not notice any blood on
the cushion. When she got the car back, there was a “slick tire” in the foot of the back seat and one in
the trunk. There was also an empty five gallon gas can in the trunk. Her son drove the car out of the lot

when she first got it back and then she drove it.1*2

19114, Pgs. 226-227.
192 |4, pgs. 229-233.
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G. D. White

Officer White testified that he had been a Fayetteville Police officer for over three years. On
September 7, 1976 at 7:10 p.m., he was on duty and saw Joseph Sledge standing behind a green '69
Chevrolet at a Sonoco gas station. He identified Sledge in the courtroom. He was looking for Sledge as a

result of information he received during a briefing at 3:00 (unknown if a.m. or p.m.) that day.%

Officer White testified that upon seeing Sledge, he notified headquarters and Sledge got into the
car and stared to move forward. Officer White attempted to block Sledge with his own vehicle, but
Sledge backed up and took off. Officer White said he pursued for approximately 3.5 miles and reached
speeds of 80 miles per hour. They left the city limits of Fayetteville and went into the county. They got
to a dead end road and Sledge drove through a yard and collided with a fence. Sledge got out of the car

and Officer White pursued him on foot, but lost him in the woods.*

Officer White described the car Sledge was driving as a ’69 Chevrolet. He was shown the photos
of the car Ms. Smith testified was hers and said it appeared to be the same vehicle, but the license plate
was different. Officer White said Sledge had on, “green clothing, appeared to be such as the type that

service station attendants wear, green in color with a green cap.”**®

Officer White testified that he turned off the still running car and called for the County ID
Bureau, called his supervisor, and called for a wrecker. The vehicle was impounded with the Altman Oil
Company and he directed the person that collected it to “keep the car locked and no one was to mess

with the car except law enforcement agencies.”*%

The Judge asked Officer White to clarify what vehicle he was driving when he pursued Sledge

and Officer White testified he was in a Fayetteville Police Department marked vehicle and used his blue

light and siren during the pursuit.?’

1931d. Pgs. 233-235.
1941d. Pgs. 236-238.
1951d. Pgs. 237-239.
19 1d. Pgs. 239-241.
197 1d. Pgs. 241-242.
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Harvey Eugene Melvin

Harvey Melvin testified that he is an employee of Altman Oil Company. On September 7, 1976
around 8 p.m., he picked up a vehicle from Officer White. He took the vehicle by wrecker to his home
and the next morning took it to a storage lot at the company office. The car was then impounded and

the doors were locked and it was inside a chain link fenced area.'®®

On September 21, 1976, several agents from the SBI were “in and out” and he directed them to
the vehicle. Mr. Melvin described the vehicle as a '69 Chevrolet two-door and said the photos of the

vehicle shown to the previous witnesses depicted the vehicle he was describing.®®

On cross examination, Melvin stated that when he first collected the vehicle, he left it at his
home overnight while he slept and impounded it the next day. He said three people with the company

have access to the impoundment area.?®

Agent Joseph Taub

SBI Agent Taub was recalled to testify about forensic testing performed on the vehicle. His

entire testimony and a chart are included below.

198 1d. Pgs. 244-246.
199 |d
200 |14, pgs. 246-247.
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A freﬁ the impoqndment,apea?

gé'i" there, too, didn’t you, ‘or were you there Qhen'thefzngh

24

happened7
A. | don't remember Mrs. Smith benng there. e
Slr’ =

AA. | don’t recall Mrs. Smlth benng there. f o

Q. | see. | guess you are saynng you don t recall enyone

actually coming and taklng the vehucle away. from the area, is X:

that rlght? Were you there when the vehlcle was drlven away

A. | was at the ofFice, yee..

MR. MOORE: No further questi'éqs; your Honor.

I

REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR, EASLEY'

~Qs Did you notice whether or not there was a tnre in the

-

back. of the car? 1| don’t mean the trunk.- |n the back seat
the car when you had |t?. . '
A. | don't recall.’

N How about a gas can’ .

A, | don't remember about a gas can either.

MR. EASLEY: That's all. . ;‘f’f? o 5,
COURT: Thank you, ‘Mr. Melvun. Call your next wlt-
ness. PR Fahe '

MR. EASLEY: Jed Taub. { , 3

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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'you are Speclal Agent with the State Bureau of lnvestlgatlonﬂ

:Functtons the Serologlst with the S B.l. Laboratory in Ralelgh

us that cor-rect7

Aq Yes' si"-

'Q. In what department do you work? . T
.'A. | work in the Iaboratory, in the Chem Lab, as a Fobenefc
Serologisf. ; - A V 2

Q. All rigbt. Will you tell hus Honor and the Jury what

performs’

_ A.» He examines artscles of thdence'for the presenceﬁof -
blood and other body fluids. o 1‘ . vﬂ'A ' '? efi
. And how long have you been in that sect|on’.' i 1"
i:A.' Not quite four years.

. During the.three;and-a-ha|F or four.yeers-period. épproge
imately how many examfnations have you conducted wfth.respeof
to blood and body fluids? | - .

A. Individual examnnatlone for the presence of blood wou|d
probably number in the range between 30,000 and 80, 000. 1
really don’t know. | have done approximately'boo cases io the
last three years, and each case might contain between ooe iteh.
and a hundred items, aod eech'eXaminetion oF-each of thoee:' y
items might be between one step and fifteen dif%ereof steps..

4. All right. Now, prior to q0|nq wlth the S B.!. and the "

Chemical Laboratory as a Seroloqlst, dld you receive any For-

'mal training from any colleges or unuversntles, and if so,

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS RPR

OFFlCIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER ’ . T "
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r 250
';1 1 | wou!d you please state from whlch ooes aod what degpeeg' .f':_ 2
j;;\“ :A2‘ any, you recelved. . e eb SRR . '
% el B MR, MOORE: DbJection, /
 14?‘21- “p 'COURT: OVerrulea. .
,‘F { A. | received a Bachelor s Degree in Blology froo thel
ﬂj %5' ey d;(Universuty of Chicago in |972 } reeelved a Master of Se;enee
;f:?ifo.'; y 7"ﬂ ln Forensic Sc:ence from George Washlngton Unlverslty. At thatb
?:;':' x.fs tlme | spent four months |nternshlp wlth the Laboratory of the
. ffA 9 Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Flrearms,.ln Washlngton, D.C._

-i: " 10 Followlng that, | became employed wlth the North Carolcoa State'
;;f;:‘ “f;,, Bureau of Investtgatnon and tralned for Fourteen months in the
:?f:' ‘  12 Forensic Serology Sectlon. In addotlon to thls, I have attend-'
Q;k“ ; 13 ‘ed the F.B.l. Academy Basuc Forensic Serology School fn f
fgﬁ;ﬁ>- 14 ||Quantico, Virginia, and numerous sclentlflc meetlngs and SGMI;

15 ||nars and workshops. _
;;‘ A 16 Q. All right. Now, what is Forensic Scnence, Mr. Taub’ e
= - 11 A. Forensic Scaence as it applles to what our |aboratory &
‘18 does is the examlnat»on of evvdence to determine any |nfo;mat|or
;.. . R} of value that could be presented to a court. | i: £
? x)- Q. All right, sir. After receuvung your Master of Scuence.ﬂ
5“ : ” Degree in Forensuc Science from George Washnngton. you say you '
k. .
. > o went to the Lab of the Alcohol Tobacco and Ftrearms’ b ¥
i g . " '_'A.. Yes, 8ire . ; A .
5 38 » M"Q_ Apprnxnmately how long dud you work for that laboratory’
;i;(; e T e A, There was a four month's lnternshup. j.t:ny‘ ~
5 N - . ' L 'SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
SSEET T P G o e erc SRR IPYET
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“;0.' What was the nature of your work there’ :?T:;v ® ;. < ps
ﬁiA.A I rotated between several d:fferent sect;ons ooaog oome
typewriter and document examlnatlons, mostiy |nk work in ?iﬁ'ﬁ
classnfylng and |dent|fy|ng varuetles of lnk.. l also workod
with the serologist there, the arson |nvest|gator, and the |ne
strumentation men.. . 3 ~"_ :f.e' _Qf;'wf. '
_’Q. All rlght, sir. And after Ieaving there, did you lmmed-'J
iately go with the Stote Bureau of lnvestngation? ot

= o ; S .,‘1 B

" A. Yes, sir.. . N g
Q. Al rlght. Now, during the last. three-and-a-half yearsf '
have you had occasnon to testify in various courts throughout k¢

this state and other areas?’

A, Yes, sir, | have, . “, d o ok f
MR EASLEY All right., lf your Honor please, l ;
would like to tender this wntness as an expert in the Fneld of,f

Forensnc,oerology at thls tlme. ‘

MR. MOORE:. Objection.
COURT: Do you wish to examine hum, Mr. Moore’ .5
MR, MOORE' No,‘5|r. |

_ COURT: You may proceed. ;

: .Q;- All rlght. Now, Mr. Taub on the 2Ist day of September,
1976, dld you have occasion to go to Altman Oll Company s

|mpoundment in Fayetteville; North" Carol!na’

AV A. Yes, sur, | did, .. " -- i.-'wﬁll"‘-

Q, And did you have Mr. Eugene Melvnn here dlrect you to an;

- SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR -
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A;zg%,

automoﬁile?f

A ”Yes, sir;'| Hid.

Q. Will you describe the automoblle, pleese.~f'.

A, 1t was a |969 Chevrolet lmpella Custom, green vrnyl top.

green paint, green vnnyl |nterlor, wlth no llcense plate, and .

the serial number l64479U||9694.. :fe'ilf imT j ?7,JA.
“'Q; All right, sur.' Now, l am goang to.show ;eu Stete Qus;- jf
h|b|t No. 16 and ask you what lt is. ;%Ggﬁu i SRR = B

2 MR MOORE: ObJectlon. Rt

~ COURT: Overruled.

" A. This is a photograph of a green vnnyl ‘over green two-doorjé

Chevrolet hardtop: similar to the one | examtned;

e_Q. All right., | am 90|n9 to ShON YOU Staté s Exhublt No. |7ﬁf

and ask you what that is. -~. f = [L.g?:

MR. MOORE: Objection. . - . o

. COURT: Overruled..T‘ el e
'A;. Thls is the rear end of a chevrolet whlch appears toibe

the one that | examined. . However, at the t!me l examlned lt,.  

it did not have a llcense plate on lt. :f”:- - o
Q. All rlght, str. State whether or not State s Exhiblt

No. 16 fairly and accurately represents the vehlcle that you

heve descrlbed which you saw on the 2lst dhy of September. |976;

MR MOORE: Objection. :;'A‘:_:i’,,:‘.: > | :{" =

A. Yee, siri.it.doese:

© SYLVIA P, EDWARDS; RPR" -/ = =70 L%
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER '_.'
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and accurately represents the vehlcle that you have descrlbed

.L A. Yes, sir, it Joec.4

- U Now, Mr. Taub did you have occasion to run any tests on| "

And state whether or not State’s Exhlbnt No. 17 Falrly f 25

that you saw on the 2lst day of September, l976
el MR, MOORE- Objection. P

COURT: 0verruled.

" MR- EASLEY: Now, if your Honor pléasc; I belleve'}.‘v

these have already been introduced. in evndence for the p“"Pose g

of illustrating the testimony of Mrs. Smlth R would lake to. 3

pcss_these around to the Jury.
MR. MOORE: Objection.

COURT: Well, sir, let’s proceed at this time. locl

can do_that later.

the 69 Chevrolet Impalla with the vehlcle :dentlfucatlon.num- r

ber that you have described?

MR. MOORE: Objection.
COURT: Overruled.
K. Yes, sir, | did.. _ . . »
Q. All pright, sir. And could you tell the Court acd thelk
jury what sort of tests ycu did run. | A Y e
| MR. MOORE: Objection.

COURT: 0verruled.

A. | conducted a visual search of the car s |nter:or, and

followed that wnth what is called a lumunol examnnatlon of the

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS.RPR ~ *
. OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER - * ©°  ~ ot
 WHITEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA.28472 - . .-~ 002125‘--
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car’s interior. : , ':,{ ij.."'hgf | o 2!
Q. Al right, sir, Now, would yoh”etate_Llekolaln to:the:a i

Jury ‘what the lumlnol examlnatuon 13,'f el

"A. The lumino! examlnatnon cons:sts of ;;QaQ.ﬁg a chemleald
over an area where blood is suspected to be in the dark.v_lf ;
the chem:cal contacts blood it will glow in the dark.- 1t |sa
sensitive to the extent of a few parts per mllllon, and |t wll -
pick up traces oF blood that cannot be seen wlth the naked eye.f

Q. All right, sir. Now, what dld your test reveal’"i

MR. MOORE: ObJectlon.

COURT; Overruled.
A. On the driver’s slde seat back of the back eeatvwae an
anea that appeared to be a smudge about seven |nches by two'}
inches.. On the passenger’ s side seat back of the back seat wad!
an area approxlmately Flve |nches by two inches.' On the front :
edge of the rear seat, the sit down portton, two areas were
found: One in the middle about three lnches by four |nchee,l?
and one two inches from the rlght slde whlch was about twolff
inches by two tnches.' There was a spot at the top of the back‘J
of the front seat back about one |nch by two |nches.l And on
the bottom interior edge of the. dr!ver s’ scde door, “two small
streaks approxnmately half an |nch by two lnches. In addltlon.

a large dlffused area where the drlver would snt was revealed,‘

and a smal l semoclrcular patterﬂ approxnmately seven . |nches lﬂ:

dlameter on the seat back where the drlver would rest hls back.

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR- " =
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER ~
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There were also two small spots on the seae back of the front.
passenger s snde Just below the head rest.. And a plastlc bag
under the front edge of the front passenger 'S slde seat shoued
approxlmately elght small spots.v All oF these thungs reacted
with the Iumlnol reagent, and also reacted with a benzudine'

reagent whlch a presumptlve test.....(REPORTER ASKS FDR CLARi-

‘FICATION).....benz:dnne, b-e-n-z-u-d-l-n-e, reagent whseh ts ‘a

. .l .."

.presumptlve test for the presence oF blood and considered to i

be fairly speclflc-

Q. Now, based on your examnnatuon of these spots‘that yon

opinion as to’ what ‘these spots |nd|cated".1
MR. MOORE: Objectiom. =
COURT Overruled. - -
A, Yes, sur, l_did; .
'Q, And what was your.opinion?
| MR. MOORE: Objection.
COURT: OVenruled.

{A.. On the basis of ‘these chemical lndlcatlons of.blood, [,f.“

Lrde

H:'believe these tests to have revealed the presence of b|ood in

thls automoblle.

\

.Just
fied to?

Ao Yes, sira.

_ 'SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR."
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 0., Based on your experience and ycun previous examinafione

[land pneV|ous tests you have run, do you have an op|n|on satls-

factory to yourself as to whether or not it is unusuel = thls

lis an unusually large area of blood that you have descrabed’;‘

MR. MOORE: obJactlans * .
- COURT: Sustalned. "4
i° " Do you have an opannon satusfactor& to yourcelf whethen
on not the area you have descrubed as belng blood were hnghly
cpncentrated? | | ' , ‘
© MR. MOORE: Objection.
| COURT: - Overruled. ”'nf._'. *‘.';'A{'ﬁ»;j;

| "As They were not highly concentrated tn that they were not
'ﬂFfon the most part, visible to the naked eye. However, they
were not what | would consider to be diffused or weak reactuon,

."which would indicate the presence of more blood than a weak

reaction would indicate,

0. All right, sir. Now, in pneparatnon for trnal, nather

',: than going to the board, did you have occasion to make a dia-

gram of that automobole, Mr. Taub’ :
MR. MOORE: ObJectlon.: '

COURT: Qverruled.

:f A. Yes, s:r, | did.

B 0. And do you have it wnth you’
- A. 1 have a copy of it wnth me.s_ﬁj“ “a

MR. MOORE: May we. approach the bench. (counstt';f

2

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR .
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; for my report on the examination of this car. g

;1205 | am going to hand you what has been marked State s Ex-

» let day of September, I9767

offer it? . - R R ey

.purpose of illustrating the officer'’s testlmony. 1"w

APPROACH THE BENCH.) o _' T o i g
. STATE EXHIBIT 23 MARKED FOR lDENTIFICATlON. ol

hlblt No. 23 and ask you if you can tell me what that is.;.ie
iﬂ. Yes, 3|r. Th:s is a copy of the dlagram whlch l preparec.
0, All right. Now, does this dlagram fairly and eccurately 3

represent the spots that you have descrlbed that you saw on thef

MR MOORE' ObJectnon.
CCURT: Overruled.
-'A. Ves, sir, it dees. » .
Q. _And would this diagrem aid you in illustratieg'yeprifee;
timony to the jury? | il T
MR. MOORE: Objection.
COURT: .Overrqled.. =
A. Yes, sir. : LS LR L g, a2
’ MR. EASLEY: Your Honor, I would like to introduce
this in evidence at this time. A e )

COURT:' For what purpose? For what purpose do.yeu
MR. EASLEY: .1 would llke to offer it Just forAthg 3 i

MR. MOORE: ObJectlon.

COURT: It will be- rece|ved bverrulee.xf i

" SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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: and polnt lt out on. the daagram, State s Exhlbtt No. 23.

‘,n the car. The areas whlch | found that reacted wlth my RN o

was actually U-shaped with the closed portlon dlrected upward‘ﬁ

" We Would you take that and explatn to the Jury what you saw és

ok

A. Thus is a diagram of the ear as seen from above of ve:

were to remove the roof.. The front of the car la here.A Thefl.

rear of the car is here. The seats and the steerlng wheel are Y=

|nd|eated For orientation to enable you to see where th:ngs ara:f

reagent are ‘marked |n red, and the sizes of some.of them are

‘.9

indicated as | testlfled a moment ago besnde each 3Pot._“a“

We noted a spot at “the top oF the rear seat and the."'

seat back which is a little hard” to see wlth a stranght down': =
view of the seat back. These two here:' And on the seat area:
two spots on the rear seat whlch 1 also mentloned a moment ago.it
This oblong area r|ght there is the seat back and |nd|cated up ki
above, and the spots whlch | mentloned oF a semlclrcular patter%
here appears upsnde down on thls photograph but that us an ar-;
tlfact, the way they had to be drawn. The semlelrcular patterr?
toward the top of the seat back which you would see if youiif
leaned this seat back down. -Then the large area on the seat

of the drlver s snde of the front seat whlch appeared a large
smeared daffused reactlon. .And these few spots here on the ;3;?

rnght side of the diagram |nd|cate the plastlc bag underneath

the front seat of the car,. "fl";llﬁ‘ ;,:'

MR. EASLEY: . Your Honor, l-reqaest.permleslon to

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RFR
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1 |lpass that around for the Jury to view, elong ~Auith.-nt e5?>hof05 25
vf>.graphs of the vehicle. | ' | |
s fl MR. MOORE: Objection. | |
4 :.3 : COURT' All rnght, slr.L You may‘do eo. Members of

5 the Jury, the diagram that is beung glven to you For your ex=
N é' amination at this time and the’ photographs as well the duagram '
L 7 'belng marked State’ s Exhibit No. 23 and the photographs State’s

8 Exhlbnts No., 16 and |7, are introduced into evidence in this'

9 ‘cese solely for -the purpose.ofvillustratiﬁg to yod the-testi-

‘;.‘..,::.-. R R TR

- 10 mony of the wutness now on the stand as to the place where heA
11 ||says he saw certain = or where. certaln spots were revealed on.
12 . the vehicle, and the photographs to gllustrate to you the pre- f

13 llvious testimony of the witness as to the appearance of that ve-

—

“v*n-—wn-l,- Lo
SN o

ﬁ hicle. 1t may be considered by you>te the extent that you_fince

15 || they do so illestﬁate the testimony of the witness, and for no |

16 |lother purpose in connection with this trial. (EXHIBITS PASSED

17 || TO JURY.) - ST T SURSIES LA
' STATE EXHIBIT 23 RECEIVED IN EVIDENCE. . . > j,;

Ty

e 18
19 || CROSS_EXAMINATION BY MR. MOORE: - R T {;:.;_1
20 Q. Mr. Taub, dld you actually draw that dlegram? | | ll
o A. | drew the.copy from which that was taken.
" Qs But you. dldn‘t actually do thls, dxd you,’ sur" ,-
A. If | mey explain: . The form that that is on is the stand-
% erd form: that we keep in the laboratory for thus pur-pose.ul_Il
f;(:' _ .25 drew in on my copy the areas whlch hsve been marked in redAonI

s
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this one, and then xeroxed that. Of'eoerse, the red Qould comm
ly, the Iast time | was down here | d:d tn fact color that |n
myself along wuth the one whlch | have tn my possesslon here;
LtO. Okay.. That is not the orlglnal dlagram that you made’iﬂ

% , :

A No, slr.

MR, . MOORE° I guess lt’s all rlght to go ahead and ke

talk whlle the jury is passlng |t arOund’--7,ﬂ_,;:

" COURT: - Certainly,

E Q. .....taklng the largest area that is shown there on thef

drlver ’s side of the seat, of course, there is a bag area ofﬁ
blood there:. Your tests and examunatlon showed various soote
and dots there, rather than a cont|9uous body of blood there,
is that not correct’ | e
As No, sir. It was”more in the nature of a smear or - ut

_pretty well covered the area |nd|eated in a doffused or smeared

out type of pattern.
]
fabric?-
A. Yes, sir, | believe lt was._- .
0. All rught.e ‘ld you. have an occasnon to examnne for blood
the wire.mat on top of the seat that was in the car’ Dld you

see such a wire cushion?

‘A. ! don’t remember, and |‘don't'ﬁeve it.in'hy‘notesp

out black on the xeroxed copies;. however, lf l remember correct-

1;9. All right. Now, Mr. Taub, just takihg tbe.lergesf‘eree;.;

Q. Now, was the seat there worn through to the flber of the'
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r Y . 1-f| 9. Do yeu have in your notes whether ybb ﬁade en,examinaeionm
.‘(“ 2 lof the spare tire in the back of the passenger s portuon of theﬁ
3 ||car? . . “ ' ) e o8 b
s || AL No, sir, -1 don’t. s
5 Dld you go |nto the trunk of the car at all’
6 || A. (| don t recall that | dld._ l generally only mege'netes- ?
) T of ‘where | flnd thnngs, rather than where 1 dbn't.e_rfﬁ}”"& R &
8 'fﬁ.“ In other words, you are saynng lt |s possible feu eent
éi;f-.- - _ 9 ln the trunk but you dadn't flnd anytﬁtng because you eon't ;E i
é;;. 10 ||have any notes on |t?_ “ - e M
;ff 1   A. That'’s possnble, yes, sur._5; i L i--f N
§>' Y = i " Okay. Now, you say that - well fnrst |et me ;ek foe:;L.u
bfr‘ _ 13 thls. ,Does your test in any way dlfferentlate or dlstunguush
b 14 between human blood and animal bl9°d3& m;. | :ii
;?: : s || As No, sir, it does not.‘_'e';ﬁe_j;fjegﬂ}z ;::;t.gf“g?iii
i%;<f 6 Q.. Does your test in any way tell the t|me that the blood
§ ;’~' 17 ﬁas,there? e . . 63 ' A“ _ : ] . ] fi‘ 5
- 18 ';Ai No, sir. |t does pot indie§§e.Fhe'ﬁime{tﬁat;fhehbigod{h
. ‘wés put down.. 5 "G ;:-” .‘j: o g
- Q. In other words, it doee not te'[ you ﬁow -'thore is no - |
o way that your test can. measure how long the blood had been~.
'there? : o B
- A. Not this test. Combined elth ofher c;rcumsteneee;?jéié;e
- may indicate e‘tfme. However, the.test |tse|F doas not.¥;4%hw
- Q. But the test that you testlfled in thle court aboutrthis
case in no way tells you the Iength oF time that the blood was

" SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR | )
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Q. Was there any blood at all v:slble to the naked eye’ ® -

"i'A; "Nothing that | would look at and say that is blood.

- A. No, sir.

A-ﬁO Wnth regard = excuse me, I dldn't mean to |nterrupt you.'

i
run after the Iumnnol |t also is or is not conclusive as to

finding of blood?

762"

e All right. Now, as I understand lt, there were three 2
tests that were made on thts partlcular car.i Test No. Ons'was :
a vasual test, is that correct? . |

There were a number of areas whuch I tested whcch were posntnva;

With regard to the other two tests, are either one oF those i?
tests conclusive as to finding of blood’ -" ‘ W fE

"A.  The luminol is conclusuve as to the negsttse Flnd:né;'%'
that .; if it is not reactive you can say there is not blood .
there.A If it does react, you go further to test it because
the luminol is not specific. : j'L |

Q. Well, when you say not speclflc,‘whst you are sd&tng |sd'
that |t is not conc|Us|ve as to fsndung of blood’ PRIt o

o W No, sir, it is not. F ,51;‘”

Y. All right. With regard to the chemical test that was

~A. It is not considered conclusnve in |tself.l lt dosswae?d

Flne a much smaller group of substances than the lumlnol test

does L]

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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Q. But there are other substances that wnll react positlve-

ly and give the same showing as blood wlth that test a!so’

C.A. With that test there are a few thlngs whlch are possuble

to react with that test.’

MR. MOORE' No further questtons, your Honor.

RED IRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. EASLEY: ‘*f?fﬂ;fjj;ffiff

Qs Other things that might reactAwitﬁffhfé“umfﬁol.?.do;;;'

the luminol test react in dif#erent haygé_ F§5'ln;tanée;isééia

it be dim or br;ght’ ¢ S .' 7*T£iﬁ;f&.:;;;

A. 1t would be dim or bright under leFereﬁt clrcumstances.
Under a -~ wnth a heavier concentratlon oF blood lt glows more
|ntensely. With a very thln concentratlon of blood or wlth, :
for :nstance, swamp water, or a heavy concentratlon of vegetab
j ices “For nnstance, it maght react very dumly. There are, fo
instance, a number of metals that wlll react wlth lummol.':-iJ

However, these do not react wyth thg ben;tdlng reagent.'iwb;

0. AL right. ‘And this test that-you had did react with |

benzndme’ ' T RS 2k Tt IOV L

I T . bl N s -
” Q. All righi.: Now;.a;'tgithef}dm{no!£ did.y6ﬁ ha;§;3.§ﬁ5~
reéction.or an intense reacffon’“: ; e R

MR. MOORE: ObJectlon- -'.'5_-..»--'.:;— , .,

COURT" Overruled
A. These were in the unteﬂse ranse Of react'on.'_

MR. EASLEY:. All rlght. JWJE
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" Q. But my question - | mean, the questnon that we have gof

RECROSS EXAMINAT!ON BY MR. MOORE: ';‘., W .V~5*#iv:
Q. Sufftcnent to get a posntlve reactlon toward blood or
wlth any other substance that would react posntlvely wlth that:

partlcular test?

A. As | said, there are various substances whlch wlll.;eact
Wlth lum|nol, some of them weakly, some of them strongly. As
large - actually, a fair number will peact with lumlnol That
is why it is always combined with the benzudune or slmllar type

tests which has dlfferent false-posltlves.l-‘

to clarlfy for the Jury now is that these two tests even |n-b
comblnataon are not conclusnve as ‘o Ftndlng oF blood7 :
A. ~They are notesse. ., "'ﬁ‘; * ‘-'. “l}?é
Q. Isn’t that what you testlfled to just a whlle ago?.

MR. EASLEY: ObJectton. Let hlm anish the answer..

*  'MR. MOORE: Excuse me, !’m sorry.. L

A. If | may explain?

U. Yes, sir. .Go right ahead. .I'mAsorry.5.

A. The luminol test in itself is h§£ considérec concluslse.
to blood. The benzldine test in |tse|F is not consadered'con-
clusive to blood. The two are used in- comblnatuon because ‘the
substances, as |.say a wide vartety, whnch w|ll glve a reactic
with a Iumlnol test are not the same ‘as the substances wh|ch

|ll give a reaction with the benzidlne test, with the except

ion of some reaction of the: Ium|nol Ntth a concentrated veget

] SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR ‘ il LR 3
R s . orncm. SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER % ol o %

198



TN n QR o b9 Dat w2 A LB O Lo

265

10 -

1

12

13

14 -

15

18

17

18-

19

21

24

25

'syuashed’ ‘onto an area such as we have managed to dupl:cate thng“i

'|n comblnatlon these two tests are not to be consldered specufle

extract such as heavy swamp water or a direct vegetable ,AffA’ 2(

i

woth, which will react with a benzldlne reage“t--..,_LT
U. No, sir, that is not my quest10n,“hl;i;¥,. o5
COURT- He is not through,” ,;;fzif'
MR. MOORE: 1°m soreys .

Ae  ieaseSo, taken that way, st is. qu1te correct to say even L

to the exclusnon of all other th|ngs for blood.

MR. MOORE: That is a!l.t Thank yqu, slr.

FURTHER DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. EASLEY'" *

Q. But they do react d:Fferent ‘vays wlth vegetables ‘or =
swamp water than they do with blood, is that correctv :

A. They wlll react with each of those "eagents, hOWeVer,'?“
the qualnty and time of the reactlon tend to dlffer somewhat‘-éi
e rlght. Now, will Vegetable or swamP water or what:iA“

ever, the benzldlne, is that a slow or lnghter benzldlne re-?. Y

'AA. 1t will tend to be a slower'reeefieﬁtendfusﬁa’i§Anet as .
}ntense. | | : i :‘.; : |
40. All .right, 'Now;'dees thie beneidine»this'time, uas‘iﬁ;
a ;ibw reaction on AR instant react?;n???e{f;’?- BRI £
MR. MOORE: Objection, & . raift ' [Liil
COURT: 0verruled., '-: e ‘- e

"A. It would have been an'ihstantjﬁeeetien;i;itﬂﬂa
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MR EASLEY' All rlqht sir.. Thank you.

FURTHER CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR, MOORE"

instantly '} 3 there is a detectible quantity there.

_vene at two o’clock p.me. |f you wnll be back in the court-..

‘W Of course, all of those reactions depend on the quantity
of the substance that happened to be there subJect to the test,

don’t they?

AA. Yes, sir. The benzidine with blood, howe#eé, woﬁldlreect

MR. MOORE.' No Further questlons.w».
COURT: Folks, ] believe we wvll recess at this tnme
and éet some lunch: You may step dcwnyl Members of the Jury,

we are going to recess for lunch at this tlme. Ve wnll .recon=

room,'please, and take the seats that you occupy in the jury
box at that time. Please remember and ablde by the instruct-
ions | have given you earlier concerncng your conduct ‘as - jurors

Do not discuss the case with anyone else,,or~al|9w anyone to.

discuss it in your presence, or discﬁss“it among-yourselees;{f
Do not read, watch, or llsten to any news accounts of the mat-
ter. Do not form or express any opinion- regardlng the guzlt :
or innocence of the defendant or other aspects of the case.'
Teke a recess until two o'clock Pem. (LUNCHEON.RECESS{)_ Call
ycur next_witness; : .> o A o ‘:"
MR. EASLEY: Your Honor,_l'would like;fc Feceli}M;él
Hazel Thompson Smith just mcmentqrilf fo the:stend, pleaee;<'

COURT:. Hazel Thompson SmitH.AT
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Hazel Thompson Smith

Smith was recalled and clarified that the two tires and gas can found in her car when she
collected it were not hers. She also said that as she recalled, her license plate was returned to her and

she put it on the car before they drove it out of the lot.2%*

Dorothy Cassidy

Cassidy testified that on September 5, 1976, she lived in Elizabethtown and she pointed out her
home on the map previously introduced with Det. Little. When she went to bed on September 5, 1976,
she had clothes hanging outside on her clothesline. She identified the blue and white sweater that had
been taken off of Sledge as hers and said that it had been hanging on her clothesline that night. Cassidy
testified that she did not know Sledge and had not given him permission to take or wear her sweater.
On cross examination, she clarified that she realized something was missing from her clothesline, but did

not know what item was missing.2%

Herman Baker

Herman Baker testified about conversations he had with Sledge while in prison. Baker has been

interviewed and will be called to testify at the upcoming Commission hearing.

20114, pg. 267.
20219, pgs. 268-271.
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Q, You'are not familiar with him.' Dnd you ever gnve hlm :
permission to take your sweater or to wear your sweater’ 5";A?

Al No' Sll“. *

MR. CHALMERS: "You maf examine ﬁeh.fjf f;"'.@;'

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR MOORE'

'somethnng was m|s$lNQ from the lane, but whether lt was thus‘

HERMAN BAKER JR., being Flrst duly sworn, testnfued as Fol!ow‘

Q. What you are saying, Mrs. Cassudy, | take |t is that

piece of apparel or another piece of apparel, you don't have.; -
C 3N &

any cndependent recollectlon, is that rtght’ILe' s B s ‘V“

- Ae What'| mean, | usually hang my clothes --certaln thlngs,

all towels and thtﬂSS, and that tlme | dldn t. l was Jn»a }w
rush. And something was hanglng between - lt was a shlrt -E%
henging between two towels. In fact. |t was a green splotched A
one, and then there was a brown one, a. brown and a green, hangf?
|ng on the left end of the clothes Ilne, and that's what was"”
there. R knew something was mnssnng, but 1 dudn : - know what,
| MR.,MOORE: All ryght. No. further questtons. -

MR. CHALMERS: All Pisht. You may eome down.. Ma?ll

MR. MOOkE; | have no furtherAqqestions.:
SCOURT: Yes, sir. ‘ : :A '_ B }
MR. EASLEY The State, calls Herman Baker, your Honor.

dur|ng DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. EASLEY

0., State your name for the Court, please.-*fﬁd
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”Siedge?

A.

"lff'i*.._'

@. ‘All right. Now, sit a ||ttle closer to the mlcrophone'
“if you can, Mr. Baker. Where “do ‘you l|ve. Mr. Baker’_.lhw"vg”

.‘A,_

Sledge?
A.~

And how long have you known Mr. Sledge’

% 4
Off and on since 1969,
Where did you meet hin?:.
At a'pool room in Fayetteville;AA :

-VWHére?
Q. -

for .any reason?

A

Ly §

Herman Baker, Jr. = . ' 28

Philadelphla, Pennsylvania.

Al rlght, sir. Now, do you know the defendant. Joseph

.Yes, | do.

At ‘a pool room in Fayetteville, ‘North Carolina, .

All right, sir, Now, have you ever been lncavcerated

Yes, | have.

And where were you in prison?
White Lake, .
;Anywhere else?

Moore County. | p | ' :' & B 'ﬁ

All right. Have you ever been in prison with Joseph

Yes, | have.
How many times?

Twice.
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i'A.- Off and on, for about a year.:

“A. White Lake.

;“0; All right, slr. Now, were the two tlmes you have been'
on prlson wuth Joseph Sledge, how Iong a tlme were the two to-

gether that you were with him?

COURT: Can you ndentlfy when that was’ 'fﬂ;vEf; :A

Q. All right, slr, When were you wlth hlm the flrst tlme’

AeIn 1975,

1;0; And where was that’ - ‘. : ". _ B ; -:# f: ?is

.Qq‘ And where were you with himmthé ;ecgnd time?
A. In ‘78, in Moore County. o ‘i : “';.:vf;!:7§
Q. . Now, | will ask you if in the summer of l977 you had
éﬁdasfén to have any conversatnon_wuth Jpseph Sledge?e
MR. MOORE: Objection. |
COURT: = Overruled.’ ‘ o .
4. Regarding the killing of Jose@hihe aﬁd Afleen Davis of -
El izabethtown? . ' o S

A. Yes, | did. _ o b 3
MR. MOORE: Objection (SAME TIME ANSWER). | made an

.objection for the record, your Honor.

COURT: Sir? | did not hear you. . ~ . - .

AMR.AMOORE:- ObJectuon to the Form of the quest|on.»ﬁ

COURT: Well, | didn't hear your obJectaon |f you :
ﬁpde one, Mr, Moore. Your obJectlon is to Ieadlng7 e e,

MR. MOORE: Yes, sir.

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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COURT: Overruled. Do not Iead the wltness. Let'

proceed. ‘
Q. All right, .Wh;re‘uépa"yaq:Qhen';;ﬁ*;a,géd:;g;h"h5.

Sledge‘? ) ' N 5 TIR LR
A. We were at the ue;ght plle #nd ;; werevtalkung;
(REPORTER ASKS FOR CLARlFchTION.) 4 f"’ IR
(GOURT: We did not understend yous |

0. Speak slowly and a little 'oudev'. please.~’ Leén up iRt |
that mlcrophone.A Where were y0u9 . - r e . 8 S
A. At the weight p.le.

Qe The weight piler -, =-. &%

' Yes, sir.

W And what is the welght p;le7”
A ‘It's where you qut weughts at for exerclse. -f::

Q. Now, was thns at Whlte Lake or ln Moore County?

A. Moore County. 5 E 4 _
Q. All right. And what, if anythsng, dld Mr.: Sledge say to

you?

MR. MOORE: Objections &~ -
COURT: ~ Overruled. ::fl:~]".

A. Well, an inmate came up aﬁd’told Slédge he was wanted at

?he oFfice.,..- _
MR, MOORE: Obje°€i°",té;;hét'anfiﬁmaté éai&aA&6;; ?
Honor. ’.fﬂ. (4;= ‘ - o
| | COHkT; fhis was”;ométhiaéfth;;;ybu~;ai& ;Qméoﬁé';ai
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to Mr. Sledge?
-.A. Yes,'sir.
COURT' In your presénce?vffhh“

A. 3 Yes, SII"-

COURT: Overruled.
-Go ahead, Mr. Baker.

A.’ And he went to the off;ce,.and cahe buck lnhahuut ten or %
fnfteen mlnutes later, and’ sald he had to go to Ellzabethtoun ;
for a trial. And I asked hlm......}3"".'-' be L s 24
.i.d.. Who said this?. The inmate‘ur;{;:.;i;fvff..
-”A_ -s;g§9e, | . | Jﬁjiit;:_wiiTiu'f_zg;_;lf;;ffl.@

- Qa -All right} He had to go hp tr%ufiih.Ei{;hhéthhowh.undj_
what? _ n il et e Bk AT

YA. He sand he presumed ;t uas about a murderuiﬁhfvw
"Q.- Anything else? ' L :. .“" - P
‘h A. Yes. He told.me; he said, ”If{i téi‘ y§&'§o¢§§ﬁ{;§;;iq.
u}Il you keep it to yuurself?év' ”..:.. tr Ssscradinie o Gy | P
4. And what did you tell ham?"}xf{: i
" A. | said, éYes, l wnll " 'jvh » i
.h Q. Al hiqht. And what dld he tell you’

"A. He told me while he was in whlte Lake Prlson he egcaped-:
He was running through the woods and came to an old house.u;knd“
‘*h; went |nto this house. And thsa lady come out hollerlnn..".
”What are you doing |n my house’” And’she started screaminq;.;

and he pushed her, and he hlt her on the Jaw and knocked heF

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR 5;;'fT»m?: j:r_.,A;_u-{~'
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| down. - And he started stabbing her. And another lady came tn 2
from behlnd hlm, and he pushed her down and stabbed her, and |

stabbed her, and kept stabbing, her.

,>d. All rlght, snr. Did he say anythlng to you about.;..;?t
| ' MR. MOORE: ObJectlon, your Honov.. e WEEE Y Y
, _ 'COURffv Overruled. Ask your quest;on.lx“

#h:Q.- All right. What else did he tell you about |t7 f -

Ae What else dtd he tell me’ He was in the house sbabblng

_bnd stabbung the-women. And as be wédagefting ready “to Iequ:

he went out the back of the house..'Tu'“

1'0; All rlght. Now, did he tell you - what, if ahythfng;;d
else did he tell you he dld’ . . : el .
A. As he was |eavnn9 out the back he spread black pepper .

around the back door step. of the house or the back of the

hpuse. : ;
*F- Q. Did he tell you why he sprinkled-blabk pepper around the

back of the house? d BT

‘m' A. Yes, sir. ,;._';' : ;: _ ,
MR. MOORE: Objection (SAME TIME ANSWER) to the -

question, your Hodor.
© COURT: Overruled.
A- Because the sbe devils - he said sdmething about thd bhe
_dbvi!s' spirits would Foiiow hiﬁF A i-’ : _ - . .A 5
| Q. >AI| right. Now, youd- have yoﬁ éQérvtalkdd.Qitbkh;mcggf

about she devils’ spirits beFdre? T

' SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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tells

As
.
a:

was bad for black people. it was agaunst black people.sﬁc

IO'

anybody else. about she devils?  m. T

. Qa

did. he say?

.. A..

around the bunks at night.

Q.

A.

deserved.

- Q.

1 A-'

“Was that before he told you about thls or after?
'A'|"'9ht' N°“0 "°"'d VOU tell the Jury what Mr.-Sledgelh

‘Whlte women .

_And what does Mr. Sledge tell you about she devulsofgfL%

A

&

And do you remember who that was or when that was or whay|"

Before-

you she deV|ls are.

-y

He sald it is best to klll all the she devuls becausétit

All right. Now, did you ever hear hlm say anythung to 2,#

Yes, I have. C "? ""' , ES T i -l

-—

He was talking to a group of people, you know,‘sittingFu'

And what did you hear him say?. - ;l

He was telling about..,es
MR. MOORE:..Objectién, youn,ﬁoﬁqr;.
COURT: -Overruled. |

cesssdevils, you know, she devij‘womens and what they

Dad he say what they deserved’
'MR. MOORE: ObJectlon.

He said to be killed.

' SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR ° it o 5 ;
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other pereon?

- Qe Did you tell them what you have test:fled to here today ?

COURT: Overruled. - . .= . " h

Q. Did you ever hear him tell thet'fe éﬁybaéy’eisg; any :

A. Yes, 1 have.

Q. Who was that? -
“A. |t -was another |nmate.

‘0. And what did Mr. Sledge tell hnm’ :fjjff"

A. He should kill his girl friend because she was whote..af

Q. Did he say enythlng to you about any'blood’ |
A. Yes. He sald when he kllled them he d'dn't thsnk blood
was goung to come out he thought flre was goung to come out.- ;

Q. Now, did you - in February, oF |978 dnd you have occa-"'

sion to talk to Mr. Henry Poole of the S. B I. end Mr. Phllltp

Little?
A. Yes, | did. P mpeit TR Temely
Q. Did you tell them that you knew him?. " . 5

CA. Yes, I didi - __':,_;;x;];f

in court?
A, Yes, | did.
MR. EASLEY: Your witnesss . .- ' .

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR, MOORE: . - = *

"Q. Now, Mr. Baker, what have you been triedfgnd-conviptedf?i

O‘F? J v ol ' . . -::"x.'. '

A. . Forgery, and breaking and entering. e 5

" SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR - . "=, '
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},. Q.
flA!:

J|was thirty.

fq.
Al

-
.‘ Q.
A
Q.
A
a.

A.
0.
A.

Q.

- A

o

Q.

Q.

How many counts of forgery?

| don’t remember exactly how ﬁany i£:§as.T | think it . .

Thifty sbm;‘counfs?

Yés; | ‘

How many counts of breaking and.enteriﬁgé: :_.
Convicted? | | R AL
Yes.

Once.

How much time did you get?

Four to five,

When was that, Mr. Bakeﬁ? | mean - yés i Mr;‘Bakér;'.;
It was in April, 1977. e L

-

How many times have you been charged witH breaking ﬁnd.‘

entering and larceny?

MR. EASLEY: Objection.
COURT: Objection sustained. -

All right, sir. Were you bunished'?or a violation of '

prison rules while you were incarcerated?

Yes, | was.’
That was in 1978 for violating a prison rule?
Yes, it was.

How many times have you been punished for vidlafingﬁ,.‘

prison rules? _ ' 5

| think it was twice or three times.

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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Q.. Al) right, sir.. And you said you.had thls conversatnon ZE
"'th him and f‘“a"y went to talk to Mr. Poole in Februaryozf;
of 19787 ' . i S R

_A,' Right.

Q. 1t didn’t wefgh oﬁ your éonsé%éﬁc; Pnt{[“kég;ﬁ;r?;?of':;
1978, ‘is that rnght’ o | K ‘. P g, T el

A, It always have, but | dndn't know what to do ebout |t,H ‘¥
| dldn t know who to contact. il S Gt
Qs | see. And it weaghed on your conéc;eﬁce.so much that
you felt like you had to go to the |au7 i -ﬁdif'i;.}Jw’f- =

A. Right. "X i
;.Q.- In other words when he asked ybuvt;‘ké;p:a—ﬁééfet,aisﬁ“
weren’t going to do that; you ||ed to hlm about that’ -

A. ] didn’t know it was going to be that type secret.

""Q.. But what | am saying to you, you lied to hlm when yoﬁ l 1
said you would keep_a secret’ ] ' ' e f
"A; R;ght. . | T. : f
| Q. All right, sira Now;”|vl|2§§k'9§u, sfr. iF in fegruary,
f§78, you didn'f‘hearvabout the reﬁaﬁd??ilil'"fi“ifi"* 3

A. In February, of |978’ ) e

0; Yes, snr. When you went to the taw and told about thls
thlng, hadn’t you Just heard about the $5,000 or $l0 000 re-
ward, whatever it is? \ = Ty B iy

: A. 'No. I heard ab#ut it afterwards.  ;v7¥‘5f€r» 3‘:;”
Q. | see. After 19787 : .
S i 5
Bl - i st 002152 .
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;ﬁ?fh Mr. Sledge, you say it took place in the Carthage Unut’

|| of '77 or the summer of *78?

 0;_ All right, sir. Now, this conversatton that you had )

e Yes, 1 did.

~&9f' And when dld you say thls conver#atloﬁ took p|a§e’;
-A. -In the summer. ' e S Rl ek -
Q. The summer ofvwhat year?
: A;' *78, .'77, excuse he.' _ =
T Q. Y@u gnow, that’s kind of close: You testlfned you dldn ﬂi

v

télk to Mr. Poole unt|| February, of 78 Was lt the summer i

A. -'77. _ _
0. .All rlqht, sir. Now, you and' lie were b&fh-\iftihgfﬁvff'

welghts?

A. No. | don’t lift weights,
Q. He was there lifting weights by himsel??*"
A. Right. 6y

Q. Minding his own business?

A. Right.

Q. And you came up to him?'“:

A. Right.

Q. And conveniently had thls conversatuon wuth him?
A. Well, we always talked. | buy soap and stuff from hlm.
Q. 1 see. At the time you had this conversation ucth hnm,

Mr. Baker, how much more time dud you have t° ‘°'V’7

A. -About eight or nine mqnths maybe ten.

S N—
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: 2812.
1 ,'j’A. After |978’ ‘No. B IR T R S ;)
2 & Q. Where d|d you flrst hear about the reward, Mr. Baker? :
i .' 'A’. g didn’t hear. | | seen ut on the buHetm board as I
4 was commg out of the office a‘Fter talklng about it. _. .
s 0. A|| rights Now, when you testnfned about thns‘case ba;:k
s' in May of this year, you were in Janl, weren & - you" ,l : I
7 A. Yes; . | ]
8- ‘Since that time they have let you out on par'.ole, haven’t
e hl:hey’ o .' ; : iy
10 A, _Yéé. VI made parolée. They dndn't Iet me out.
1 d. And that was part of the deal, for you to testnfy, wasn d
| 13 | 'A..‘ }Jlo;' it wasn't...'...
‘14 Q. b will ésk ‘y_o'u, SiPraces
15 ‘1’ " MR. EASLEY: Objection. b .
16--. | 'COURT: Just a minute. Mr. Moore, don't cut hun o‘Ff.'
;7 -Aa | had made parole before | talked about thns case. l
18. was Qaiting on Philadelphia to send information_back on my jﬁla.
19”' at ihome. . | 7 ‘
20 | u. Yes, sir. Since you .testified in th; firsf: cage,‘ thg
i} ,r-‘.‘"or-'th Carolina Department of Correc.tionsi has let y§g out. on
2 ﬁ#t‘ole,. haven’t they? _' : | | |
‘g J 7 A. No, they have ;not, '
| -y - -_..Q.' You are out on Parole, argn't‘» .you? p
= : A‘. Yes, .| am. My uncle helped me get'A.oui:. on ?arole.
e 0021

2 amn 3 kg v e pet o e A6 4. 854 B e s s she- o % a0 s o e
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s, Qs

your
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.

Q.

A. .

.' Q.
that

A,

During the first trial of this case, you were still in ..

That'a right,

Hoping and wa|t|ng that you would quallfy for parole?

.1 had already made parole when I was in Jaul. %a ;'3~ e

And 1’ ll ask you, sir, if the State of North Carollna _A‘

t purchased your tlcket to come back down here thls week’

No,~they did not.

You paid for it yourself? = *
_WRS EASLEYY ‘Objéstian, yous Hewos.

Well, they paid for it, didh’t.théy?’é' ;

Yes;'they did. - -~ ' ";: if'i' " *

And‘they have.got you-in'a moteiAgut there ana pay'gs;-:

méﬁls, don’t they? | ” - o
Yés, they do. A e

'And they are paying your way'back, foo, argn't'the;?.

Yes, they are.

Well, when do ‘you get the $S,0Q0 reward in this céséfﬂf’

What $5,0007 e A
MR. EASLEY: Objection (SAME TIME ANSWER) .

You say you don’t know about the $5 000 reward?

.Aln't nobody told me | was getttng no ‘$5, 000 Feward._f"'

NOW: you say that Mr., Sledge told you Yhak he sprlnkled
black pepper around the back door’ g » ' :

Yes, he did.

R

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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B & i_O. Around the steps as.you go out.oF‘the Héuﬁ;5‘ - g 2¢
| A Yes. | R LY |

2 | G. Is that what he told you?."

5 ~'N_Qij As he was legving the housef !

o | A 'nght.

el R 5 Qe And that he sprlnkled the pepper and then he took off’f ””
i A}I'.. a5 wREeE T @ e PRISCREE g Se “ -
. s A Rught. _ ‘
| ;f  e 0. And that’s what he told you?”

10

- Ae VYes, he did.

i MR. :MOORE3' No Further questnons, your Honor,

REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. EASLEY:

- | - “ Q. Had you made parole, Mr. Baker, before or after you”tesé

%if* 14 tified the first tlme’

?. ‘ - A Well, North Carolina had approved me for parole..;.

T | MR. MOORE: Objection. . L
?LL- 4 _ COURT: Overruled: P wn § 6 P S

' . ' 'A. .....aﬂd l
Y 18 .

paper work. . . _
| Q. All right. Now, you had qualified for parole, is that’
correct? Kk
21 |} Ny
‘ A. That’s correct.

Q. All right. Now, then dnd vou go to Phlladelphla?

A. Yes, | did. e, T

Q. And is that where you are living now?

. SYLVIA P. ENWARDS. RPR ;
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) N.A. ‘Yes, they did.

'fﬁA- Yes, they didea - - . ' _- ij?;»”i;if? )

RECROSS EXAMINAT | ON BY MR, MOORE--.-f?“~;',“,:?f.5”

%A. Yes, it is.
.-Qa And are you worklng up there now? AP

A Yes, 1 am,

Q. Did Offncer Poole and Offlcer thtle go up to Phlladelph|ﬁ

and glve you a ride down here’

:‘u, .And d|d they make arrangements for you to get back’

Q. And how are you going back?

A.. My father is going to take me backe - < -

;Q. Your father is?
. A. Right.
- MR. EASLEY: Al FighEss -

Sledge hates white women’

follows during DlRECT EXAM INAT ION BY MR CHALMERS

‘that correct?.

Q. Mr. Baker, is what you are testlfylng here is- that Mr.lh

'tﬁa. The way'. he put it to me, yesq _;i"”'f
MR. MOORE: No further questlons.,r:fi 2
)

MR, EASLEY Come- doun._ Get Henry Poole._

HENRY POOLE having previously been duly sworn, test'fled as:i.

e,
SaREL

Q. Mr. Poole, | believe you have prevcously been sworn. isl_

.An Yes, Sll"c

Q. And, Mr. Poole, in connect'on wuth the performance of 't

your . dutles as an agent W|th the State Bureau oF Inveutiqatlon,

" SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR A L3
* " OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COUR""‘!’Om."" $oa s
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Agent Poole and Det. Little

Agent Poole and Det. Little were recalled to corroborate Herman Baker’s testimony. The

transcript of their testimony during this portion of the trial is below.
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e < SR 2 -

N

P
1. WA? Yes, it is. 4
2' Q. And are ‘you wenking up theneinoﬁé fp wiia
3 | AL Yes, | am. | . By |
4 : 6; Did bfficer Poole and Offlcer Lnttle go up to‘Phlladelphlé
5 |land give you a ride down here? ' LA :
C 8 -%6' hYes, they did. v ,
7. 1.0, .And dud they make arrangements For you to get back’
.3 'ftA. Yes, they dbds- .0 " ,-;jf571 “i;i:f :
9 - .U. And how are you going back’ PR
10 A;-‘My,fether is going to take‘me~baeg;<:imufgjrr
R .;Q- Your father is? b s S
12-]| - A- Right.
i 1 - MR. EASLEY: I b
14 ||RECROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. MOORE: . '
15 Q. Mr. Baker, is what you are testofyung here is- that Mr; ?'
16 Sledge hates white womew’ . v sl R 3
- "A;. The way he put" it to me, yes. :i?f?jﬁff;ﬁf i
18-'7. MR. MOORE: No Further questoons.:.efz_‘w )
1 AMR EASLEY Come: down.: Ge; Henry Poole.,
g0 - HENRY POOLE, having previously been du[y sworn, testlfied as{:;
o o Tass, doring DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. CHALMERS e A
- Q. Mr. Poole, | believe you have prevaously been sworn;}i?“
éa_'fnef correct?A | l | " -
- A, Yes, sir. : QLN- |
e lQ. And, Mr. Poole, in connectlon wlth the performance Off_iv
“ your . dutles as an agent wuth the State Bureau of |nvent|qat|on,
. o tsamon o aroren 002157 i
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1 dfd you have an occasion in 1977 to-talk.to Mr.tBakeﬁ,ttﬁe.Qit-Zi
2 Il ness who was just on the stand?’ . | b .
;i;;;f .-fT:} ”3' 'Z_A; Yes, sir., It was in February, of 78, s|r;-as 1 reoell
E?f%fﬁe-vwite“;?i-;;fﬁ. All rlqht, sur. And as a result ‘of 1nFormat|on §ouvre;}
l - ' ‘

5 celved dld you go to the prison camp and get htm out’

6 A. No, sir. 1 called the Superuntendent P contacted the Re
=% % 7 éuperlntendent at the Prison Camp, and he brought hnm to me._".

J’ .‘ ‘.'gi i“Q. All rlght sir. What prtson camp was thet’ . ' .'f
Eil'f' . 9 “..Aa- Whlte Lake.~ : ' e % 3
i 10 A;Q. And where was Mr. Baker brought to Qou7 -

1n- -:A.A To a motel in White Lake\.- o 1 . 3

?Q,. ‘,.' ' lé “ 6;. Ail right; sir. And why was he brought there? = - =4

i'i ' 13 - ) ‘MR. MOORE: Objection to that, ;oob Hoﬁor-:

?Pf - , 14 COURT: Overruled. | e Sl

L--. _ ".;5 . A. Iuwas afrald someone would perhape kill him in the prlsor-

16 eystem if they knew what | was talklng wlth hlm about.

; ’ij' " ew MR. MOORE: Objection and move to strlke, your Hooor;
18 | ' COURT: . Motion to strnke is allowed as to what he .':5
19 || thought. Members of the Jury,'lt is not competent evndence;
20 | and you will.not consider it. D|sabuse |t from your munds.

i 21 g. All rnght, snr. Did you interview Mr. Baker there wlth
gifj 2 #respect to a conversatlon or'conversatlons he had woth the de;"
??\ 23 fendant Joseph Sledge concerning the ktlllng of Ms. Anleen and
f? - Mrs, Josephlne Davis? ",-{':J B Kot ¢

SZ:. - "A. VYes, sir. 1

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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by and informed Mr. Sledge that he was wanted in the offlce.

: Q. Al rlght, sir. Would you tell hls Honor and the Jury

exactly what Mr. Baker told you._: S 3_.7--'Q, Tf', ,}"af;

MR. MOORE: ObJaction..n s P

MR. CHALlAERS: | c°.~...,b;,..w;.;;‘: if e Honorpleases.

_ COURT: Overruled. :"':.ilvﬁf:“ :”ﬁn' o el

A. Accordlng to Mr. Baker, he had known Mr; Sledgo‘;lnoe':

969. Mr. Baker said that he .was ln the Alr Force at the tlne,t

and he met Mr. Sledge in Fayettevnlle.>'He met hlm at the pool ?

room as | recall. He stated that he’ agaln had an occasion to i
have contact with Mr. Sledge in l975-~ That at thus ttme ho'}7

was serving time for forgery at White Lake Prlson Camp. Mr.t‘

Baker went on to say ‘that he was paroled in '76, and. then in
1977 he was arrested for breaking and enterlng and‘went back'

lnto the prison system, ‘and durlng the ‘summer of *77 he had an'

occasion to have contact with Mr. Sledge agaun ln Moore County"

And he was talking with Mr. Sledge one day whlle ha was lift-

ing weights. And whlle they were talklng, another snmate camef

And about ten or flfteen mlnutes later Mr.. Sledge returned and{
sald that someone in Ellzabethtown wanted to see htm. Accord-:
ing to Mr. Baker, he ‘asked Mr. Sledge what lt was about or
why, and that Mr. Sledge stated: that he wondered if |t wasfﬂfg
about the murders in Eltzabethtown. He sald that Mr. Sledge
went on to say, "1f | tell you somethlng, wull you not tell

anyone,” or, “Can you keep it to yourself. Mr. Sledge sald

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR "~
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Hgthat according to MF. Sledge when he leFt the house he sPF}hk- ;

that he had escaped from the Whlte Lake Prtson Cemp, and he s
was runnlng through the woods and looklng for a place to hlde .

when he came upon an old house., That accordung to Mr. Sledge, '

he didn’t thlnk anyone was home, and he went |n. Thet efter 3

; he got into the house a |ady came into. the room screamlng eomeq"“

thlng to the effect, "What are you dolng in my house?". Thet

e v

fhe pushed her and hit her. And enother lady came'ln-scream'Tg.zi

He stated that he recalled she was go1ng to eell the poluee oe ?ﬁ

them, and the other one was trylng to pull h|m off, and he
stabbed ‘her. And that he kept stabbing end stabbtng them.
Mr. Baker said that Mr. Sledge made the comment about, "Damn,

it seemed like | went crezy.. ‘He stated that Mr. Sledge told

him he ran out the house through the back door end through:the>'

woods, and went out into a cleared fteld there neer an old

buuldlnq and hid the kn:fe or bur'ed the knlfe that he used'tn}{f
'thls Fueld. He stated that whlle he was talklng wlth Mr. ; .
Sledge that Mr. Sledge refevred to the women as devnls - as

she deV|ls, and stated that when he stahbed them that he dldﬂ'*'i

th:nk blood was 90|ng to come out but he thought flre wes gonng}

to come out of them because they ‘were: she devnls.s He stated

SYLVIA R. EDWARDS. RPR -
: OFFICIAL SUPERIOR coun! ﬁb'ﬂ"f!“
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19 ||CROSS EXAMlNATlON BY MR. MOORE:

502 8 N

J} that one of the women was on the Floor, and he kept stabblng
j Stﬂbbed her as well. Contlnuously he stated Mr. Sledge saud EI

yi that they should be kllled

=jhe hlt one of the women in the Jaw’

1l jaw.

14 ||

‘ her, and the other lady was trytng to pull hlm off and he':;

'state whether or not Mr. Baker told you that Sledge stated that

‘J?A. .Yes, sir, he did say that he hlt one of the women in thg

%)

the’ conversetlon he stated that whlle he was |n3.de the house

that - referred to the women as wh|te she devuls and stated j'

uO; State whether or not Mr. Baker told you where Mr. -  ;; 

MR.  MOORE: ObJectlon.'i-"
COURT: Overruled.

Q.. 1’m sorry.. | can’t hear you.
" A. VYes, sir, he did say that.
Qs Say what’

A, That he hit one of the women in the Jaw. 5w

MR. CHALMERS: You may examine . the w'tness.-.n_ﬁ.

© Q. Are there any fields near that house, Mr. Poole’ '

A. Any fields near the house?

e Yes, sirs

-=~A. Yes, sir. There is s&Ne open areas fheré; yes,léir
TAQ. Did you look for the knife?

t.A.ﬂers, sir,.

SYLVIA P EDWARDS.RPR = . "
OFF1iIAL BUFERIOR COURT REPORTER 3 "
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1 @, Did you use a metal detecting system’ One o# those 2¢
2:'mech|nes, “you Lnow, that buzzes when it contacts metal’ ” _
:3; iLA;. | wasn 't there when that was done.a 1 requested thet be
:4- done, and another officer was to take f took care of thet..g[:
5 |lwas not there. . o
e " Qe 'Ae far.as you know, your {nsthuoffons-were.fojloﬁeo ané
7-'£haf was . done? . = :
"8 || A. Yes, sir.
9 - '1d; As far as you know,'was the knife'#onnd?"':' -
10 .:A.._ No, sir. - | %
1 .é. " How much reward is there in this'particniar cese,‘Mr;
" 12- ||Poole? - | | y
ol A $5, 000,
14 Q. Hasn t that been doubled by the State of North Carohna7
15. |on't that the local amount and hasn’t it been doubled by the 1
6 ||State? i e
17 A. No, sin. To my know‘edge, it is $5 000 Thehe may have |’
18 been some local money avallable, but to my recollectlon, Mr.iufl
19 Moore, it was $5,000 from the Governor’s Office in this case.fﬁn
o0 || @ From the Governor'’s Offlce $5,000, is that rlght? f'
2 A. Yes, sir. ' '”A ‘
Q. Whether there:is any local‘money:or'not,'you d°"'t;E“9W?A
- .”A. | am not aware of.any.‘ ' ’~ | _ | " mv:‘“
‘24 MR{ MOORE: No further qeeoifons;eQOQn Honor:niefgf
- MR. CHALMERS: All right. _'c{me_:_d_oyn. AT
SYLVIA P. EDWARDS, RPR . '8
WHTRUMLLS, NORTH CAROUINA 38472~ . 002162
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1 |[PHILLIP LITTLE, having been prevuously sworn, testlfled as “i: 2

?f(f . 2.'follows during DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR, EASLEY:

s '.'. ,‘ .t' R

.8 :tOé Now, Offlcer thtle, you have been prevuously suorn’ o &
'§7A5'3 ' ”t‘}fif A - Yes, sir. . - :
:; . 5 '.:Q. Dld you have occasion to talk wntn Herman Baker in £
;. o . w8 February, of 19787 - -
e ' T Ao Yes, 1 did. _ s ‘
= o ' 8 ?'d. And did he éive you a statement at that t:me’ fv'“
gu . 9 A“PA.. Yes. . _ . --1
3 - MR. EASLEY: Your Honor, | am o#farihg;thzeféap“£hg.=i
- 1 éanpose of corroboration only. . - : : SRS -
;%;‘:~4:. co e 90 ;th Were you with Mr. Poole%A
| 288 ) 13 || A. Yes, sir. .
é %f' 14 Q. _All right, sar. What did Herman Baker tell you’ - ‘?
,;- 15 " A. According to Baker, he had known the deFendant Joseph N
gi 16 ||Sledge since 1969. That he had been in the A'r Force and had -t
'? 7 first met the defendant Sledge at a pool room in- Fayetteville: f
?: 18 That shortly after this he had !ost contact with the deFendant
;;. 19 ||Stedge, but had met him again ‘in 1975 while SePVlng tnme fOP.:?
é 20 _forgery at White Lake Proson Unlt. Baker went on to say that .
.;. o || he was paroled in January, 1976. .. That agacn in April, oF 1977{
zg. 90 || he was back in the. prlson system after being conV|cted of brea&
? | z;‘ ;ng and enterinq._ That in 1977 in the summer that he was at
,gf o . g the Moore cOunty Prison Unlt and agaln met Sledge there.} And .
tE;<;, e o that some time in the summer Sledge was llftnno wetghts,fand
SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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that he was there talking with'the'defendant; And that another

or flfteen mnnutes, and he returned.: And Baker stated that"l

Sledge told him he wondered if it was gbout the murdeps in f“

self’" Baker stated that Sledge said that he escaped From the

“e

Whlte Lake Prison Unlt and was runnlng through the woods.and“1

was. looklng for a place to hnde.. That he came up on an o|d

.Aw

into the house. Ard that as he entered the house a Iady

.

appeared and was screaming at him. and asked hlm what he was ;h

donng in the house. And that he hlt her and knocked her down :

Jand began stabblng her. And about that tnme another Iady came

S

or somethlng to that effect. Accordlng to Baker. he stated

that he contlnuously stabbed the women and sald Damn, lt

seemed llke | went crazy.” And he went on - Mr. Bakcr went on i

to say that Sledge told hlm that he ran out of the housen G"d

'as ‘he ran out the back of the house he sprunkled black P?PPeP

around the back door so that the she deV|'s sp.p.ta cou'd not |

Follow him. Mr. Baker stated that Sledge had reanPOd t° 'h'td

A

that when he stabbed the two Davus women that ho “‘““" 'b'"h

»|nmate came up and told Mro Sledge that someone wanted to seei {

him. And that Sledge had then |eft and stayed gone about ten :}

Ellzabethtown. And that he went on - the defendant went on to s
tell Baker,.nlf I tell you somethnng,_wnll you keep |t to your-i;

house that he didn’t think anyone llved |n. and that he brokei #

into the room and something was yelled about ca‘||n9 the poltcT”

‘women as beung she deV||s and that - on scverat vs»a"“"" ondf

F
2(

Gy 2 el X
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‘went on to say-that'SIedge had talked a lot about kiiliné wﬁite'

had a whnte girl friend that he should kill her because she waJ.

{la she deV|l.

women, and’ that on one occasion he had told another :nmate that]

; Q. All rlght, sir. . Now, Offiéér’Littl;,.i aﬁ ébingAtézéﬁo;
you what has been marked and tdentlfued as State s Exhublt No.
|9..-.. ' ‘ . ' ~ :h_>Af' y
" STATE EXHIBIT 19 MARKED FOR jbéN?lriCAleN.
..0. .sssecand ask you if you héve S§§ﬁ tﬁat béfbre; and if'gé,
when aﬁd where, and what is it? - e SRR §

MR. MOORE: Objection.

COURT: Overruled. |
A, Yes, | have. '
Q. . And what is it?

MR. MOORE: Objection.

COURT: Overruled.
A, Ilt’'s a can of black pepﬁer.' :. 
w. All right, sir. And where dld you gee |t7 -
A. Th; first time | saw this can of black pepper w#s.on fﬁe
6th of September, 1976, at the Davis house |y|ng on the f|oor
in the hall that Ieads to the rear QXIt.-,' . “ : ‘
' 9. All right, sir. Would you go up to State s Exh'blt 9

nd make a mark where you found that can of black pepper onk

the 6th day of September, 1976. ';;:.7' B e

’ A. l found the black pepper can lylnc on. the f!oor in rnght

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR . . ol ;
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about that area.-'

.df All rlght. Now, Mr. Ltttlo, when dld that black pepper

can become an offlclal part of YOUr f.leo::#uf'-

A. Shortly after February the |6th I978. Q'; %
..Was that after you talked to Baker7 it
- A Yesl SIP. s
. “MR. EASLEY: Your gi£a;§§:i:;{fbﬁjt"
CROSS EXAMlNAT|0N BY MR. MOORE: L

Qe will -ask you, sir, if'therexiejnotaone laege ybfte?

Q; Now, Mr. Little, how large an area would you say that

kitchen is?

:.A. brobably 4 by 8. - !
Qs Much smaller than the area }5 wbieb fﬁé j“EV‘iglbreseﬁt,t::

ly located? Probably the same.....‘it;ifJx B RS
'A. About the same width. The length would be.....’tb
'@, Kbout BaTE, AN riéht.‘ In that katchen how many d|ffep.1?

ent stoves are there?

" A, There are two, sir. g

i

stove?

. A. VYes, sir. ‘
Q, | wilk ask you, slr, if thebe are not two other anthue‘;_

stoves - maybe one is a heater - but tbere are two other, For?‘

lack of.a better word | would call an. anthue, stoves there’:

'A. There is an electric stove and a wood stove whlch the :

v1ct|ms used, and the other stove ‘was’ lnoperatlve.:f-

© SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR - ~:
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what we call - a hutch or a eabinet?; :

~ Q. So, there are three stoves in that'hoem? F L e ,' 2
~Ae Yes, sir,
© Q. All right, sir. | wjllAaek you if'alee:there is not a7f

table?

;A. Yes, sir, there’s a table. :
Q. Do you recall about the d:mensuons of that table’-.:
A A atandard 3|zed eat|ng table..' | B
0; A standard sized table. 1 will ‘ask you; slr,Aif‘there'is:

not also in the northern corner of State s Exhlblt No. 9, whnchi

would be this corner, the northern corner ofwthe kltchen, a]so ‘

“A. Yes, sir. . . : ' N
“Q. 1 will ask you, sir, if on top'otvthe table'the'beeple
did not - the table was located in which'cerner ot the.hitehen,
so we can get everything straight? f | . ‘ e
"A. The table was located in this cornen; 3

Q. All right. Whlch | assume would be the eastern cerner7 3

A. Yes. ; o ‘ 24 e : ) . :
.U. All right, sir. | wull ask you, surb lf on top of the
able there was not the area in which the vnctlms stored thelr '
pots and pans and eating utensils? » g

‘A. Yes. |

Q; As a matter of fact, on the table was a plate nuth some

unflnlshed food, and sulverware, and varlous thlngs there on -

the table?

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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.2LQ T owill ask you; sir, if the cablnet to the Ieft is the

Atauned underneath the table, was there not’ There was some P

e
—.

.

tion, did ynu - you testlfled that you got some halrs out of ’

Y P :Yeé, sir,.

only storage area on which -.let me rephrase |t - is the only.
contalned storage area in the kttchen for keeplng'supplues and
Zfoodstuffs’ | | | 7

:'A. That's eorreet, snr.‘:

Qs There was . .other foodstuffs and supplles kept and maln-:,

pots and pans, bottles, and other thungs, kltchen utensnls,

'that were also under the table, weren't there? W g

| A-. Yes, sir. ' ." % - .
; 0. ‘As a matter of fact, when yoelgdéifﬁehe tﬁénkfiehéﬁ.g;sﬁ
inee was open, was. it not? g g 3 e # @ B SN
'A.' No.

Q. It was not open?

A.  No, sir.

Q. All right, snr; Let me ask you thcs, Mr. Ltttlee

you know how much the focal reward ns in thls partlcular case? :

A. The only reward that 1'm aware oF is the $S 000 reward.'

Q. You don’t know that the SherlfF oF Eladen bounty has put

up. $5,000 himself in this case? -

A. { sure don’ t, Sira.

that house. DNid you remove the halr from the plllow that‘hee

.o-—.“ V

0. All.rioht. Mr, Little, as the resu!t of your |nvest|ga-5

'29

N e A e | e e " AR e e oA P e
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1 ||been prevnously referred to ‘in thls case’ fﬁ i
2 || As. No, sir. | believe Spec1al Agent Taub testufled that he 3
‘3. removed that, SIP-.
4 0.. | see. But the plllow case.froﬁ whlch it éame f?;é that k
5 house’ He sald he got it as the result oF thvs tnvestogat;;n.
6 |l1 Just don t know - it never.came out whether lt came from that!
7 'hopse or not. 1 just wonder if you kpow that._j:. |
g || A |iwou|d have to Iaok at my notés.'f
i u.-"AiI right, sir. Please do that. _ ._T_“ :
10 ,'2A."(QOMPLIES.) ~No, "sir. The plllow case did" not céme froﬁ :
1 ||the residence.. . S o
12 Q. Where did the pillow case comg.from?-,:i=£1v: '
13 - A. The pillow case came from an aﬁé@ undérneathﬁfhé.quéff
14- || Fear River Bridge Qn u.s. 701 leading into>élizabé£htown.iﬁ;‘
15 Q. All right. Mr, Little,.now, did you have an occasnon to j
16 recelve from the offlcer, Lee Sampson, the qreen pants and the
1 ||eray pants that he testlfled to? fufﬁl x ; e
18 :JA; No, sir. | ' . " .
19 'rQ. " Have you seen those pants’ a?ifhff3
2 :“A.;‘Yes,'sir.' |
g va Did you see any blood on thésélpanté?”_:;"
.A. There was blood on the pocket on thv pants.,- - ==ff,-}
55 Q. The pocket of which pants’ ‘ ot Ta :Qﬂéj4zﬂi?
) ‘A.“AThe green-pants. :fi*;?""_. $ ..<H_f.;€*§f;$
- '@, 1| will ask you, sir, if at'the1f1f§t §r§a| ?f~?hjs:c§3§;;
SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. lﬁru ' o e S
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you didnft testify there was no blood-on thbee pants?
A Yes, sur.. N ”j.; : o4

So, there was no blood vusnble on those pants, 's that '

night’

A. That'’s" correct.

Q. And they were aiso tested by the S.B |. as a result'of
err examlnatlon’ L A vy
f{A.' Yes,'slr. : I
'”d.~ That is true of the green pants and the gray pants, is’

that orrect?

- As That’s right.
: Q. When - just one moment, your Hopor. !"tﬁiﬁk'pbu‘aleof‘
recovered a pair of black socks, is: that correct’ . -
"':A. Yes. | . 3;‘J!;Q~T | :

Q. . Was there any blood v1stble on those socks? ﬁ- '

A. The only blood reactlon was on a palr of green socks.

Q. There was none on the b|ack socks that you vecovered’

A. No, sir.

Honor.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. EASLEY: ';‘

s

Q. Mr. Little, has that pepper can been in your care, cus-

tody, and control since September the 6€h |978,_unt|| May of

S A W |

AA. Yes, sir.

MR. MOORE: = All right. -No further questions, your

29
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- Q. All right, Now, is it in the same condition now as it . [299

can in that room? "

vthe table, one cabsnet wlth fnodstuffs in the room, wasn't it  ,;

299

was at,thg'time'you found it?
© MR. MOORE: Objection.
COURT: Overruled,

A.. Yes, it is. _
" ket did you do with I4 this yesr in MeyE. .

_Ae. 1t was brought into this couvtroom-the first week in May.

.Q...All'right, sir. And did you introduce it into evidehéé

R

at that point?

A. Yes, | did. |
'MR. MOORE: VObJection‘(SAME TIME A&swéﬁ)."'
‘ COURT. Overruled.. | .i.. "Z J
‘@, Other than the pepper can that you sald was Iocated here
going ;gt the back and the bloody Foqtprlnt, was there anythlngﬂﬁ
else disarranged in that kitchen? T ¥

A. No, sir, there were not.

MR. EASLEY- That's‘all.'

RECROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. MOORE:

u. Now, Mr. Little, dld you make a p|cture of the pepper'ﬁh,“.

A. No, sir. .
'w. And are you trying to tell this Jury that a room thaf~is=“
4 feet by 8 foot that has got three stoves, and & table wlth

pots and pans on top of the table. fOOdSthfs and. pans below
% &

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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1 ||somewhat of a mess? There was bottles and pofs.epd pansuoli‘ 30

2 |[over that room, wasn’t there, Mr.'Liftle7:-:g-

:; ' 3 A. The only. visible dnsarrangement ln that room that l 5;T
5§‘_ . 4 |Inoticed was this pepper can Iylng on the floor.-'_i 2 i
’ 5 Q. Mr. L'ttle, that is true, I can apprec'ate thet. By the B

6 [|same token, it was d:sarranqed wath regard to pots and pans i:\:m
- 7 belng on top of the table, wasn’t it? :
| 8 MR. EASLEY: Objectnon (DURING QUESTlON)

9 L - COURT: Sustelned. You asked him. that. :f A

10 || " 9. Now, that pepper can wasn’t placed in your °“8t°d¥ “"t" F

N T )
~~, .

11 ||February, of 1978, is that right? You took_that-pepper can in |

L

12 ||your custody in February, 19787

L 13 || A.' l took it into my physocal control after February the n.'
| 14 l6th, 1978. s “m m u ey d . w58
15 f-Q.‘ Yes, sir. I will ask you, snr, if you can read what'
3.' 16 bn the bottom of that canv“. $ : ; cu Be v
??, o i?. A. . FEBI77V, "V” as ln.Vnctor;“_;;iiﬁ-thﬁi ]Q.ﬁi§?7‘7

iﬂ“” _ 8 I @« Mr. Little, that doesn’t make much eenoe_to'@e. Woufd;;fe

19 |[you write it on the board up. there. what you say is on the bot~

‘e

20 fom of that can.

~ a1 || A« (COMPLIES.)

MR, MOORE; No Further queétions,.youh Honor;_-w
MR. CHALMERS: lf your Honor pleases, may we approac#f

" . " [ the bench. (counseL APPROACH THE asncn L B i RN AN

s( ’ 25 |l . MR. EASLEY Lacy Thompson. ; ._,"
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Defense’s Evidence

Joseph Sledge

Joseph Sledge was the first witness called by the defense. His entire testimony is included

below.
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to confer with my cllent, and 1 thank he has some wstnesses

] would take over five or ten mlnutes to make that decnsion.. ?K

i OPEN COURT )
'evudence and calls Joseph Sledge to the stand.

durlng DIPECT EXAMINAT!ON BY MR. MOORE'-"

¥ R B 8

v Pa

here and i would like to talk wlth them. I don't thnnk lt E

They are avallable right here, your Honor. A 4
' COURT: Take ten minutes. (AFTERNOON BREAK. ) Mr.
Enzor, brtng the Jury in, please, slr. (THE JURY RETURNS INTO

-

_MR. MOORE'- Your Honor, the defendant wull put on
”‘

-~

JOSEPH bLEDGE JR., being flrst duly sworn, testlfled as follow.

Q.’ State your name, please, SIr.

A, Joe Sledge. - .
‘ Q. .How old are you, Joe?

.A; 'Thirty:Four- 4

Q. Where were you staying 'in" Sep.vtvem.be;', of 1976, on tﬁé 5th
day of September? - . o " N a1k

Ae A Wibts Loke Prinon Unls, Blodt Qountya

Q. Did you have occasion to leave khéxﬂhite.Lake:Prisoﬁh'
Unit? A |

A. VYes, sir.

Q. Did you escape from there, Joe? -

‘A. Yes, sir, | did.

Q. When you escaped, where did Qou ﬁo?

;A.. | jumped the feﬁce andlwaited'ﬁntii‘it got dark-ih thé

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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Q.
g "
Q.

A.

géfng toward Eluzabethtown on foot.
e Q. On qut?,
:fA:A Yes, sur.A
Q.
A,

"

.,.-A.

did you do?

Al Ve'l

Q, - All right.
W did you go?
“Ra

of this mortuary, th:s place wheﬁ__thepewus_é‘c
. " i "‘w P ol %w -

"“‘R 2

is a anch oF. raves in

)

up'there. There
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'intO'ElizabethtOWn, isn‘t it?

© Qs That is right on the other Side‘of-therriver 5§ yed col

An _Yes') Sir.

Q. All righticses

.  50, | recuperated for e eeriod of éﬁmé. And then | wer
down |nsude the nelghborhood where l was dlscouraged about "
Weartng apparel 1 ‘had had on._ : | ’
e Q. Well what weartng apparel dnd you have on?
‘A. The anstltutnon.clotheS._ The green pants nStltut:on.
l Q. Vhat color shirt, if any, did you have on’

A. I had a w00|en sweater - a WOolen - an old woolen betto
sweatere.sens | |

Q._ All right,

A:e ceesethat | had taken off after ! conflecated the other
item, ; I

Q. All right, sir. Joe, before you got to Ellzabethtown,
dad you stop anywhere other. than to reSt back of the prison
camp? . S ‘ ’ff.\j _ '

A. Before | got to Elizabethtoﬁn, l.;teeeed at e place ;'5
Jittle place going toward Elieabethtown where maybe - maybe a

handful of people was standing outside, two couples, two wome

.and two men. | asked them were they 90|ng toward town at tha

particular time, and they said no. '3 l declded to vacate ; -
premises, sSeeing that | was e8cap|ng From the unlt to keep fr

being taken under the presumption, you know, that | was escap

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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ahead and tell the jury what you dnd after you wauted around

they selt these cars, the nlght watchman. _ ! got.:-

-

from the unit. So, | decided 1 needed a departure from ;héfn 3

environment.

Q. A||'fight. Now, Joe, that Ilttle place, was that whatﬁ?
we call cometlmes a plccolo place......ff}'

A. Yes, sipr,

9- ee:2s0r a grocery sﬁore? - 7 _

A. Yeé;.s}r. 1t’s an auto parts company where they Qto?e.L :
broken parts. of automoblles i B 't. v~. "AY'A_

Q. AII rlght; snr._ Joe, other than that llttle stop rlght
there - was "that out on. nghway 70I, the road from Eluzabethtown

to the Uhlte Lake Pr130n7 b o

A. Yes, sir, That'? 701.

Q. Did you go anywhere else?

A-.-NO, Sir, e . 3 ) ]
Q. Did you ever go to this house that Phillip Little took |

you to later?

‘Ae No, sir. - o o 'AH s

- Qs All right, sir. VWihen you got'fd;Elizabethowh; nbh; gdf

the church and the cemetery there. B g-;u"'gf

A. Well iy declded - l seen - | notnced the offlcer was ob-

%erv:ng the envtronment. I ob%erved hom at~the car place wher”

Q. Joe, listen.

2 B8 qe

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR " -
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MR |

— 310 f

fl A siee = . wema b ; IR
2 Q. You have got to speak a ltttle slower, so the ;ur§ ;56 1
-3 hear you, It is klnd of hard to hear |n here. ; %fﬁf': »

4 A. Yes, sir. ' e

5 . Now, you are tolkung about a.car.lot’

6 "Ae Yes, sir. There was a nlght watchman comnng to Qﬁd foom
7 lnspectlng and |nvestigat|ng througﬁout the nloht, _you know,j?

8 || the nlqhtly check 30, 1 got up and wentuover ln the nelghbor-?
9 hood. So. there was thls clothes Ilne ln thls partlcular f'Aﬂ %
10 ne|ghborhood. It wasn 't no niore. than two blocks away froml

11 [[where | was. So, | taken th|9 sweater off the line.' And the

12 oweater | had on, 1 belleve I put |t in the trash cao or somed 4
13 where in that partlcular sectnon of the env;ronment where thts
14 sweater came from, thns sweater rlght here that was confuscated
15 [|when | was arrested in Dullon, aouth Carollna. ;:A-. ‘ Mt
6 || 9 AN right, sir..... _ Lk

17 A. So, from that t|me - in the ‘near about vucannty fvom wheto
18 | had’ taken the nweater, there was. th»s corport - there was a-

19 tiouse on the corner right there at Eié corner. There was .a-

20 pavr of gray sharqunn pants or - qomethlng ltke that ] put on

% over the pants to keep those green pants from belnq recognlzed
- that ? had on :nstntutnonal wearlng apparel. ;”_ A put them

55 oVér the pantﬂ I had on, and then l went on. And this woman"
i there or somebody had keys ln the car - l don t know who lt

o5 || was - but somebody (VITNEJO UNlNTELLIGlBLE ) had left the ;fo

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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1 ||keys in the car, so I took the oar to go on in, WITNESS" S

; o 2 UNINTELLIGIBLE y - So, I decided to g0 towards the neighbor&ood
3 cxty where I was flrst apprehended in '73, Fayetteville.a;'

4 Q. All right. . Joe,: did you kill those two Davis 1ad1es?

L s
4 R g

5‘ A. No, 51r, 28 d1d not.

: 6 Q.- Do you hate white women?

é; 7| A, No, szr.:"'J - ‘ .

é;pﬂ- o 8 'Q,. Were ynu.born and ralsed and worked around white peoplef 5
5; 9" llmost of your_}lfe? : : ‘dl‘a;Tfj;.'f:t;f;;A." : ?
55 10 | A, Yes, sir. At the:age-of'six>+vf etartediwonggne'at'ageﬁ'f
§7 12 i;Q' Where d1d you work at, Joe? -
F(i v 13 A, In Savannah Georgla, a person down there named Arthur t

14 [ICromartie. He owns a drug store in Savannah, Georgia. He and

And.I have been worklng

15 |imy father was’ in the Navy together.

16 [lever since I was about six years old at home.

17 Q. Now, is he a wﬁxte fellow? x
18 (I A, Well, yes, sir.. ' oy ff - '
19 Q. All right. Joe, after they caught you = where dia they

20 lifirst catch you? In Dlllon, South Carolina?
|

21 A. Vell, yes, sir. Well,'no. Well, what had happened was
?L‘ 22 {lthis: Well, my prlor departure - I was infonned by an ind1v1<
23 {lual person 1n the Clty of Payettev111e that the pol;ce was~'4

e =) 1ook1np for me to ‘be 1nvestigated for these alleaed slaylngSq
L’ o3
25 ||It shook me up a great deal. So, I said I better go acquaini

: |

g ) w2 SYLVIA P. EDWARDS, RPR * il
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nmyself with a partacular set of people that have dealungs wlth

1
2 {lthe law, so | could report my statement to them so they can‘lla
3 |lturn me in properly and get my classlftcation understood be-éff
4 |ifore they carrted me - started shanghenang me and everythlng;l_
5 [iSo, | said, well, I better do thls. Before - prtor to dotng
6 ||this, going +o the neighborhood to work in COlumbna. South
'7 Carolxna,'th|s officer ;Llled up |nto the gas statlon and told
8 me'to get out. So, | decuded, | saidg 1’m qot'go{ng right now.
10 Q. 1| know that. My question to you is tﬁis" They funally '
1 took‘you into custody -in Dlllon, South Carolina..... ' T
12 A. In Dillon, yes, sir, o :
s || 9. P, that rigﬁt?'
14 A. Yes, sir. _ e
15 Q. And did they some tlme take you back to the prlson there,
16 the Law Enforcement Center in Fayettevtlle? . "o
i7 A. Xes, sir. “ ._ : i :
18 Q. All right. Do you knﬁw whoxw;§ thgre'in.the cellé.yithi
1 |[You there in Fayetteville..,..,;:ji'aJ ;..:j ;'“ S wlléﬂf
26 A. VYes, sir. T W  ‘.;j ;::‘ -,“.' :   ,-1"::{
- Q. ...e.some of the inmates? . o SeTm :F
A. Yes, sir.. . And the very furst nlght l was taken tn.cus]
tody, | was placed in a punltnve segreqatnon there, you FnoQ
o ndtvndual cells and a small ansle, to - For further |n;esft
- gation, So, that -~ after ] had’been arraugned in court ehe,
g
.- ST
' - ' WMITEVILLE. NORTH CAROLINA 28472 __
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- |[to another'environment._r

next evening, they moved me that next day ffqa that envibenﬁenté

e - . Wél] | guess ‘what1* m asklng you, Joe, as were you ever ;

put in a cell block with Donald Sutton’ R

A. Yes, sur. Sutton came in after I had been taken ln cQ;;
tody. He was epprehended for escape From Whlte Lake Prlson  =.

Unit.

. .Au-.-ighf. Was Joe Shaw there in the same cell block? |

Q. Was John Cross there in the same cell block?

A. Yes, they were,

0. Now, did you have any conversatlen w;th Sutton aboet th; ;
kllltng of these two ladues’_e. ; ‘ 5 : xiui'.
A. No, sir. The only question that Suttoe ralsed about was
me being apprehended and being up under |nvestigatlon._ Beceus ;
they had it all on the news, $3, 000 reward et that parttcular :

.~:’ .

tnme they said From the news. Because Cross had a radno, and'f

! was listening to the radlo one pag&lcular mornlng, and the:_ 
radlo stated that anybody haV|nq |nformatgon leading to the?~.
alleged slaylngs there would be a $3 000 reward. So thts is

all | had, you know, to commune wlth the partlcular |ndcvndual:

in that sectlon.»

"0.' Did you tell Sutton that you had kalled these tuo Tadnes1

A.- No, sir, I did not.

aQ.

this cell block?

. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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| A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do youfk’now'.-.--

to the other, about eight cells. -

Q. Allirlght, Now, are thosé éells%f;r 6n§ éébsonfil

A. Those are single man cells.  fﬁ't:vl."ii:;? ,:'2;: }:

Q. All rsght. Durlng the ntght or dur|ng the day dld youi!
keep your |nleIdual thlngs in one cell, and dld you sleep '",

one cell at night?

.A, Yes, sir.
- Qe And eacﬁ person had.his own celll y
A. Each individual had their own cell*_lgftgill :
Q. All rlght. And then out in front of the cells, you had

kind of a recreat:on area or. game area, is that rcght? S

tables.
Q. You had a shower out theﬁé?m»;lllf 2 :
.‘A._ Yes; sir. . '. i . i ‘
Lr'-Q. And that is where the guys woJlé play cards and fvrst
one thlng and another? % V

L! A. That’s where the guys would sit.QOWn and play.card;._ 

Sutton that you killed those two womeﬁ"‘
ol B

slES

Bl

~ As’ |t was probably about - let’s ééé“-umayﬁé‘f;;midﬁ;n;;éi}:“%

u‘ A. Yes, sir, where we would eat at ‘tables. They had two'Tl

_ul "All right. Now, you were telllnghﬁs_that;you never  €old !

Say

‘A. No, sir. .1 never had seen Sutton before in my llfe un-ﬁf

til | went down there - he was down there at Whnte lake Prlsoni

SYLVIA P, EDWARDS. RPR" - o
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<reT

; 1 IUplt. 1 diﬂn't have any familig}ifi Qltﬁ ﬁim;‘:l'm fromi N
‘\: 2 |[Savannah, Geoﬁgla. Befor-e I got acquamted mth the |nd|.v:duali'
3 |nmate,l H: was on - |t was Just a plaln regular- schedule basns i
4 ||where you eat, sleep, and do other thmgs. oy 7 |
‘5 || €. Okay. Joe, let me ask you another qu;stlor-\; Whlle you” L
6 were there in the Fayettevu lle Unit, Clld the offlé;rs come ask‘
e 7 |[{you to go get the clothes ‘For' them, the clothes you were .wéér-
8 m9 when you Ieft Elszabethtown’ LA .
9. A.
10
1
: 12 hospltal and gave me a blood sample. ; They drew some blol:d
. 13 'Fr'om my veinscess .
:_ 14 Q. You agr'eed to let them do that, dldn t you’ E L
28 | » A. Yes, sir. | had nothlng that l could say outmght 'I:o be :
16 in captivity. So, he said, where ls the clothung that you had |
. 17 - :on prior - pmor to your |eavcng Whlte Lake PPISO;! Ur;at. e ‘
18 - told him. So, we went out on Bragg._Boulevard in the vlcmlty:' '
i 'and he conflscated the instttutlon clotheg and t‘”‘ ol
20 'gr-ay pants pulled over the green mstitutlon cl:t‘h;:sml had had
o1 |l oM So,- he said - l'\e got those'a';-rd‘;:»;.‘i:ii:lié's;: ln_thecar. =gl
e Lhe gl'r:ea"cly" had':'f:he sneakers that I hadon.
- '@, He took your sneakers? N
. = R An%.l underwear . 'Yéso'sil'-:_;;_"n v‘
(o e i sl s I c'othes?_*i‘;.,,_
Moo e
' - . WHITEVILLE. NORTH CAROLINA 28472 . - "
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1lto McCaln after | recenved a sentence of Four years from Judge

'Pllaton, Jr., in Fayettevulle for auto larceny..

,McCaun.

Carol ina.

|| five minutes since l have been knowlng h‘m., iJe

_be!neve the Jury d|d.

‘at this time, and then we can conttnue on.

A« Yes, sir, Underwear, socks, everything | had on.‘

“:0. All right. Now, in the summer of |977. dsd you haveti?

occasion to talk with Herman Baker?

A, Well in the summer of |977, l was released - I was taken

So, 0ff|cer -
from the Elnzabethtown Police offlclals, dellvered me to N
From McCaln; | was transferred to Carthage. “on

o 0- Now, that’s the car you took in FayetteV|lle to go to ‘

D|l|on, South Carolina?

A. That’s the car | was apprehended inin Dlllon, South

Q. But my question to you, Joe: Did you ever have'abcon-_l

-

versatuon with Baker about killing those two women?

A No, sir. | haven’t had a conversatlon wath Baker over:

- Q. Al rlght.

"A. And he said | have been knowmng him in Fayettev:lle. _zt
MR. MOORE: No further questlons, your Honor. o

COURT: Welf, gentlemen,.l

believe before you start that, we had a little break but | don

You may cross examine.’

Let’s let. them have about Fifteen mlnute

s

Members of thelﬂ‘"

.Jury, you all can have a recess of flfteen mlnutes. Court by

will be in recess fifteen minutes. (AFTERNOON BREAK ) All

&=
R
5
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right, sir. You have the witness on cross examination.,. : . .

CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. CHALMERS:

Q. Your name is Joseph Sledge’

A. That's correct.

Q. A"d you know Mr. Phllllp thtle’ £ oo 3 | ‘
A. September - September the 9th,‘l976 from Dlllon; South

Carollna.‘ ] was conflscated and brought back to Cumberland

.,.\

County and placed in custody for escape from Bleden County

Prison Unit. , i .'Af’ﬁlfﬂ*iﬂj?;QETYﬁf"

Q. Would you answer my. questlon now?

MR. MOORE:x Objection, your Honor. lhthfnh he:triedA

(S 3

to answer the question.
COURT: Sustained. #
Q. Do you know Mr. Phillip Little? - y
A. No, sir, | don’t PR Py
' d, Have you ever talked to this ménvright héée?;;"‘
A. | answered questions,.yes,‘sir;.,phftf
6. You answered questions for_hfm?ffﬁj;fffr

A Yes, slr. A a-n"g'fx .
' Rl N

- Q. And the questlons you answered at that tume for htm, you

freely and voluntarlly answered those questlons, didn’ 't you’

N %

A. Yes, S|r.

‘h Q. And you. answered those questuons after he warned'yeu of
HWhat constltutlonal rights you had d|dn't youf'=“' S g RES

A.- That was Captaln - Sheriff Alien- He was the °“é;that:}

“H
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asked MEacessn
Q, 1’m asking you
stltutlonal rlghts’

.

But yes, ;ir..

"A. Yes, snr.“

dcdn't you’
A. Yes, sir.

A. No, sir.

A.

H -

No, sirs

Ay |

No,. snr.

A A. Cor‘l"ect. .

A.‘ Yes, sir. Yes, sir. It’s been about. two 95.5;‘

Q. And _you gave hlm those statements freely a d'volunterlly.L
{Q. And there was no coéfcidn.by Méjj
make aﬁy statement, was there?

0. And there was no promise made by Mr lotti

to make any statement, was there’

was Freely and voluntarnly 3]

Q. All l"ighto Now,

lven, tsn’t th.t Plght?

fat me ask you “ehi

of September, 1976, you Ha"‘ o

nvwvA 3 aownm asn
AiAL BUPSEION COVEY M
wm'"'“' NORTH CABOL Sl

AR

.4,.- o
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at the White Lake Prison Camp located in Bladen COunty, weren't

you?
A .

lwﬂa,
At ]

four

Ca.

A
Q.
A

o,
K

0-

.A.
Q.
i
i,
-

Q.

A.
Q.

September Sth, yes, sir,

Now, why were you in prlson’

| was arrested for recetving: stolen goods, and recelved

years from Cumberland County.

You?were sentenced to four yeare;;;..7;
'Yee,esir. |

AN UL |

Right. .
_sesssin Cumberland Coudty?

Right. | o

And when did you get that seﬁteﬁee?.ﬁ‘
Sometlme during the month of May, 1973Q
In May, of 19737 | "
Yes, sire.

And you got how much of a senfedce’ !

Two 2 year sentences running consecutlve.

Two 2 year sentences to run consecutlvely, so that made-

19‘ a total of four years you had to serve, 1? that rlght?

That's correct.

And then | belleve that you escaped from that prlson

A

sentence, did you not?

A.
Q.
Ac

And stayed gone‘fourteen months. -

Stayed gone fourteen months’.
3

Yes, sir. Arrested in New York Clty, and was brouth

LS )
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back here.

Q. -All right. Now, when you" escaped from that pruson';cn-?

tence, that you were servung four years on, you say you uent to

New York’

YA. | escaped From Whute Lake and went to New ycrk from.the ,

Bladen County Jail. They left me in the Jall, and ] welked'ﬁﬁ

out the door.

Q. Oh, you escaped from the Jatl’

AL walked out the door,

>.Q. You walked out the door-end Qen£*to Ne;‘chi“and.etc;ec:

gone fourteen months?

A. | was apprehended in New York and brought back down here.
Q. But you stayed gone fourteen months on that particular"

escape?

A. On that sentence, on that Four year sentence-

Q. AlT rtght. And you were trled for it and convucted...;-!
A. Six months to run concurrent wlth the- tlme L had. P2

" Q.' But you were tried for that escape,rwere you not’

A. That’s right. = ',“g.ajjT:]:RL f | -

Q. And you were given a six mcntn:se;¥ence?:A: "

A. That’s right. | |

Q, 'And so at the time you, escaped from prlson on‘the 5th -

day of September, |976 you were serv1ng a foun year sentence

and a six month’ sentence’ :
RoRs

A e s . : e =
A. That’s right. It was four years and six months. .. -

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR*
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% A._ Yes, sir.

- Qs Four yearévend six months. All rlght, slr.- Now, tell

his Honor and the Jury, if you wlll, please, how you went err.T

the Fence. Just descrlbe that fence that they keep around the"i

Prlson Unlt there.

‘A WelI it was approxlmately about - after the noon‘checkt.

: or .,;-»

declded l sald well, |- better leave thns env1ronment.becaﬁse

_--. bl T (.

dld six months back-up time for a mlsunderstandlng that he and|

~: r\.;,-_

b 1 i ,- oy O e
E Oh o SUTRCGE

I had on the rules, 1 thlnk. Wel!, sunce they put hlm ln this'

go ahead on. So, E declded to leave.i
Q.- So you declded to leave? ' |
A, l left, yes, sir.

3

you?

bulldlng that they have out there.-;:a}i ity
'0. All r:ght. Now, before you teFt dld you take any

clothes with you from the prlson’

"SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR

- OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURY REPORTER "
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' White Lake Prison?’

 had on; Thss old green lnstltutlonal shlrt - tt uas a llttle

badly torn - and the institutional pents, and a panr of sneak-

A No, sir. All | had on was the inétitutioﬁ clothes i héd

ers - an old pair oF All Star sneakers that I had on - and T "

everythung. . |
Q. All right. Now, what time did you - about what time did
you leave? : S Soog 7 g il Ct

A. About 12:30,

Q. About 12:307 e e
A 1t had to be 12:30 or 25 il 1:00, in that neighborhood;
A“é;;;And when you = where dld you go’A ".A H‘l‘ RC
Ay VWell, 1| went on around from around there .5 that ;re;;-:
From the‘rear area of the |nst|tut|nn there is thls llttle .

éreek.’ There is a little creek slttlng rlght behlnd the motor
pool, where we get up and go to work every mornung in th13‘-;“
motor pool, And | walked all the way around in the brushes f {
and sat on the snde, on the side of the motor pool where |t

was in brushes where the trees were where 1 couldn't be vnsual-

Tem——

ized by the human beings from walklng and tvaveling on the
N

highway. And so, | stayed in that area untll it got dark.'

- Qs All right. Let me ask you this, Joe: “You come over

here., This is State’s Exhibit No. 15.  You see whehé it séQsQ

‘A. Yes, sir. :
: '2\ o

0. And this is Highway 701 and 41 and 53 coming on down '

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER . % " & T
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‘ vulle, don’t it? -

here to come into: Elizabethtown°..;' 5
A Yes, sir.
.0."<You are famlllar wuth that’ ol

A. nghto

: fQ.  AII‘righ§. And then you come “on down from the Prlson

Unit lnto Ellzabethtown, but there is another hlghway up here

e by q O

called Highway 242. You have been on that road haven’t ybu?

A.."Yes; sir. Worklng out there on the road cutt:ng rlg t-

.f-ways..... P L
0utt|ng Plght-of—ways and whatever they told you..
A._‘.....and burynng dead dogs. ; 3 _ ..._ ‘ ‘ 
?. Q. .And burying dead'dogs and ever;fgén;;tQBS;;;e;wéh;;fibia :

you to_do?

A, What they told me to. do. o | .
Qs Right. And then down nghway No. 242 that comes in and f
intersects right there with Highway 70! don't |t’-.!' fH:;flf

A. Yes, sir, it does.

0. Right. And then 242 and 70| %hey both come on snto

Elizabethtown?

'A. That’s right. L
Q. And Highway 87 from Elnzabethtown goes over to Fayette- 1

"R | assume so. | don't know that for a fact.<;.;
Q. You don t know that for a faciﬁ "f:i'.-ﬂ.i,-i~.

A. No, sir, | don’t. ..

i _ SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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‘ .A.
Q.

A.

wllttle brudge?

0-

.:uA,;_

.iQ.

Ae

isn’t it?

A.
Q.

A

Q.

All right,.

on here, don’t you7 You remember Turnbull CEeek tﬁere rlghtt 

below the Prison Camp?

Yes. -

Yes, that’s rigﬁt.
bridge.

—

That’s right.

Yes, sir.:

correct? .

Yes, sir.

All right,

went over the fence and youl d'd“

sir.

|nt Eltzabethtown,

‘t ta @ lnythnng with you?,- _
7 A CRBATE S 47X,
Mo S e s

. orekiat wn--o- agu-'
% ‘_wm'rtvnuc Nonvu
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A' A, That’s rlght.

. A. That's right.. =

A. No,"sir, I dldn't.

. Qa All rlght. Now, what dad you do aFter you went over the -

fence?

A.j | wéited until it got dark.. | declded'that -'|t was my

P icadii e SRS

estnmatlon they probably would flgure Ilke, say,'ln the ne|gh-

o R

borhood of four o clock they would assume that l hed been al-j

ready gone, had enough tlme = ample tlme for someone to come'i

,' g

coqnt.tlme;‘
Q. What time.was count time? .
ol About four o'clock.

'Q., About Four ° clock"-" i  , ;,}; .+;f:-,.‘“ w

Q.. Alt-right. Now, how far away dld You Qo From the -;;:Tnn

_1{.1_ e .'.‘_

Prison Camp? ; ,
ko l.was,right there in the neighbbrhohd of the Prisonuéamﬁi

”fO.’.About how Far away were you away From the Prnson Camp’
" A. No more than maybe, say, maybe 500 yards.a;i 7};;-:"M"L'

-;AQ._'No mQre than SOOHyards?.’$~¢£5¥é".

i Q. Did you see anybody_come"ooking foqﬁybu after four

o’clock?

“Ae Noi"sir;- Nobody.' | seen peopf;ifgévihg“thgtfnstitufion

SYVIA P. SDWARDS, RPR _ ~.
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORNTER
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from their visits. ' ; S

2 Q. And did you see anybody - or hear any dogs barklng after

fou'l"' [+ c‘OCkaal as

:.A.. No, sir.

 0, ..{}.after‘éhe last head>§ount?3;'”5 SEoTris)

| | o R AT SN, A

; Q, - Yodinever dld hear any dogs barktng out there, did gou7
Ae " Rty didn’t. S
ﬂ fQ. Did‘you?
A;- No,.-sir,
[f€d,':Aﬁé &o; never saw any people coming dswﬁAtﬁé;é‘inltgé;;.
l dfrection looking for you? .- = 5
;1' A. No, sir. : _ P
Q. All right. Now, approximately héw loﬁg.dfalyoﬁ stay:;sj
back ‘there in the woods? ° . - ;-sAiLij. =
A-, Well, it had to be between - it beung the month of
September, the sun dOesn t set untll after enght o’ clock..fc £;
It was about eight-thirty.ccess v : e
Q. About eight-thirty..c... = )
A. ssessbecause | waited until’ it"‘gc'rt" c-:on;ple;he'ly‘ aark -
Q. About elght-thnrty or nine o clock before you left? ’
A. Completely dark The sky was dark black in September.&
Q. A1l right.  And in fact the truth about the matter ls?f.

we are talking about two years ago from next Week, aren't we*l

- Ae Exactly.

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURYT REPORTER .. ° = % Q » ;
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. Q¢ And you say you walted untll elght-thlrty or ntne K clock‘

did you make?

0. Right. » B, o Pl Rt .

" Ae Yes, sir.

that night until it got completely dark before you moved?

g Yes}'sif;

Q, All rlght. Now, when you moved what dld you do? )
A. Oh l crossed the hlghway gonng where l could vusuallzef:‘
the traffnc coming toward me,. so l could understand and see‘”

i
exactly in. Front of me what is taklng place. So, whenever ah

-

occurence was taklng place as far-as the vnsual eye can See, =

1 would wntness a physical creature movlng on.the earth lf?i

would duck behind some bushes and some trees."iii: 5  .m
Q. Al hlght. And that was along nghway 70| as you were ;

coing along there, is that right?’ ‘ " | ' '

« Gonng straight up toward Ellzabethtown.'ifﬁi- .
Q.‘ Straight up toward Ellzabethtown on Htghway 70|, Just ;:j

llke we looked over there on the map a mlnute ago’ - "éf

" A. Directly toward the clty.A' *—1}Qui’””'

b. All right. New; about where did,Qeu ;ﬁhuwvmanyrstops ?T

A, Slr’ e .\ _ A ' . :

:;é;' How many stops "did you make along nghway 70r3 W
'A; One in partlcular. Because |t had to be after ten~th|rt

.or eleven, | know, because the fact there was thls people |n;

‘this particular area out there in thns place where they play o

. SYLVIA PYEDWARDS. RPR 7.7
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mu3|c,'comin9 toward thls - toward the Prlson Unlt.
about three or four mlles, about two or three mlles at the
mpst. ' . g% |
Had you passed Hughway 242 coming lnto.....’"“uw“'.l

toward Ellzabethtown..-..

was standlng outdoors, and’ |nsnde the place - is a mus|c place

'where people ||sten to music and dance and et cetera.~

s

.to and fro down thls partlcular hnghway qo.ng -‘|ea\
,_Whnte Lake Prison Unlt to Ellzabethtown.....v.; bi

i Q- Nel ' s a' ‘ r l ght. sus's ' - A 3 ~'

ﬂ'O, Well, how far down from the Prlson Unnt ‘was that".?

jiAs I know it had to be in the estlmatlon of partlcularly

" Q. All rlght. Now, was" that on whlch s:de of nghway”242°;

A. No.; I 'm talklng about leavung the Pr:son Unit goung'

. o. Right,"

A. peeeel StOPPed at this partlculap P‘ace there.. Everybodyﬁ

l‘Q. And where was that? - Tell me where that place was’
Ae It was rlght ‘there in the nelghborhood oF a place where'

they Pix cars, like a car auto parts place where they flx cars.k

palnt cars and et cetera.

....\ e
know where you are talktng about.....; g

A. Well I m from Savannah, Georqoa. -All l know, we' eoﬂe

"K; .....and this partlcular placp ts on *'

leads toward Ellzabethtown.i

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS, %R
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' 7320,
“(f- 1 . " All right. Now, when you aré ta!kiﬁg abouf'fhe‘hbaa"%§$13
?J-f' 2 ~!eads toward Ellzabethtown, are you talklng about before or - I
; -:?fi after you cross the Cape Fear Rlver, the btg long brldge that '
-4 is down thepeo ' " ' ' L |
é: 55; _K;” It is before you get to the Cape Fear Rlver down there;‘
6 ;fd:‘ Well, how far? - B ' B
; 2 7 ‘l: .v MR, MOORE° Well | obJect to that, your Honor..’i 3
% 8:-|| think he has already said he doesn’t know..;' e
? 9 COURT: Overruled. 5 Au i o s = :j
g; - 10 'i’A.  It had to be in the V|C|n|ty ~.|t had ta be about three
;;f“ u..-miies from White Lake. White Lake is about seven mu!es from
EEf 12 Eliiabethtown, isn’t iteese. % limiaf | ‘F"‘f
'ics 13‘ AL right. Now, how.faﬁ....;:“;ti
;ﬁ 14 A. .....so say about - three and four is seven,-so that

: % '15 would be four miles to go to get to’ Ellzabethtown. . |

f %, 16 Q. How Far |s it from the Cape Fear Rlver’ _"“ n

: Sf 17 ‘As  Now, that - my estimation on that n:lea;e is |nconcept|oﬁ

'%" ‘ 8 to my understanding. l don’t know, 4 £t Tk : ”jﬂff
i 19 Q. You don’t have....s | - 55' ."’5'#
?:- "A. It is in the range of’ a mlle, l know that much.

E:; 21 Q. | beg your pardon’ : o | 4 . A‘ .

’g5.> ,22‘ A. I know.it's - the signs say that fron Whute Lake tqiﬁ?h
; 25- Ellzabethtown is seven mlles. : ' A o B

%' 2% Q, Well, what & want to know is how far.....fgﬂ'

‘r 25'  “ A. SOsscee % ) %
B R 2 e
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‘[[beside the automobile. | asked them were they gotng to town -

Q. Four mlles on the other snde of the rlver’ii' j;'

;'A; Weli Whlte Lake - comnng out oF Whate Lake Prlson Unlt

to where I was.

" Qs All right.. Come up here and ponnt out to me on State s
Exhibit 15 about where you stopped. You sald here is the fm

Prison Camp,

4“ A.  Here .is the Prison Camp right héhe.i?}_f;;:f”

© @ AL eights

would be where’

f

.. Well, you show me where you stopped.f,w -

A. VWell, |t’s a- place - it's a.....v: ;

way of saynng where three mlles |s.;"-’~T*' ik

H‘ A. Let’s say from here within a Eange';f maybe thhge'mileé';

. ‘ MR HOORE' Your Honor, | obJect to that._.He ha;{;ogi

A.-'.....there s a envuronment in there and people llsten tof

music in the place. Leavnng Vhi te Lake Prlson Unit,:lt's_overf

5 el 330 AR
L . .. VF::'_:__‘

1 .Q, sasssis the place you stopped from the Cape Fear Rlver’ 33
2| A. l don’t know. It had - well, Iet's say about four miles ¥
s |[then, s T, X

" As 1E was "two people - it was Four people standnng out therﬂd?

; ét thét parficulap time. They sald no.‘they wasn t soung to'“ E
"Q" Al rlght. N°Wa let me asL you th18"'waswtheAP|a§§.¥0Q %

stopped along here on nghway 70| tn,thls area}ardund TqrnbuiiJ

260

. s;m‘ . EDW/‘\RDS .t ST . ‘.'_ 002202;;



L3 A ey | LR WL B

N Y

ek

S O L TN e S

T
B I TP

he )

i

10 -

1 .

12

13

14

156

18-

17

18

19 -

21

22 JI 7 : e
23g Qe All rcght.f Now, what dld you do aftcr yn stopped there*“
2&hﬁf A.f | asked an lnduvudual belng was he golng toward Ellzo-

o5 - bethtown at that partlcular tlme, and he snld no'

lon the Iefthand snde going toward Elizabethtown. m..f. ,fipﬁh 5

: up in here’,il

:”:A.. Thls is the env1ronment 1 asked for a rlde.

.+ Qe Al rlght. Now, here is the Cape Fear Rlver, here‘;sJTp

Turnbull Creek....-'

Ra lt's way before you get to the Cape Fear Rtver. FrOm s

g

Whlte Lake to Cape Fear River is ebout six mlles. l would say

in a Pange of White Lake of about two or three mlles. f;é

; Q@u All rlght. You say about two or three mlles, somewhe"”"

Q. Is that the place you stopped and asked For}exrlde’
A. That’s the places..ss ™ 0 ST o :
;;Qf That rlght there where that No. 70l
lA.- 15 was - no . -'lt was - from Wh:te La&e'Pr;son Unlt |n'the

PR
i .\2.-‘_

aeea about two or three miles would be somewhere in thls.neugh-ﬁ
borhood,.... : | Hy Pt '
g % Somewhepe in that neighborhood;;@:;;f
..A. seswsfirom Wh%te 1ake..wi i

{Jd. Okay. Somewhere rlght there. Okay;<p

ﬂ‘A.' That's right. As soon as they wouldn't give me no.ride;

then | contnnued wuth my Jjourney. on foot. =

Q. All right.j And you stopped there at what tlme’ :J

Ra " Oh, it “had to be about ten ° clock.;;

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR ™ - ™"
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f_Or Well, you told me about that. What ! want to know ls

‘golng to Elnzabethtown.

males and two females. . T 4‘ e L oE f4';T c

what you did after you stopped there and you talked wnth them’ i

1 A. 1 contlnued on my Journey, after they sald they wasn't

’ QJ And you cont:nued on wath your Journey’

A. Yes, sir. . _ . :
Q.- Al rlght, sir. Now, when you talked wuth Mr. Ph||l|p>
thtle and rode with him on September the 9th, of '77. You t‘
never took him to that place, did you’ | e,
A. What you say now? Rephrase your statement again.
'-d. ‘When you talked with Mr. Phillip Little on September the'é
|2th 1976, and you rode around with htm that day, you never
stopped at that place and told him you had stopped there to-;
ask some brothers and snsters for a ride, did you? " _ e
A. Well, on the morning oF - let s say.that |t was - the
exact dey, it was the 9th or. lOth maybe the IOth of September:
| know Sheriff Allen came in the Jalj and asked me the-questlom;
asked me would | mind anSWerlng some queqtnons.' And he said”"
that -1 sand that | would’ counc1de to the best -of my |nte'||-i
gence. So, they brouqht me down here on the escape. It was '
Sherlff Allen - there was another S. B 1. Aqent but he hadn’t

appeared in the courtroom. He was the maJor man that was up

over it, but | haven’t seen him in. the courtroom snnce then.i

| mean, he hasn’t been here. But he was. one that give me foot

éYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR - . e -
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURY REPORTER Vi A 002204
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escapesss.s

Q. qu;.:.; ‘
A.  .esesfrom White Lake.PrisoA ﬁnif;:;_;'ii."
A.* .....but he is not” on this p;em;ses.::

v

‘0...|f you wull answer my quest‘on. You rode around wtth‘

on-the 12th of September, |976 dldn't you’

case.

A. 1t could have been a day before, a date earller.  

man here and Sheriff Storms’

- As That’s right.

A. Yes, sir.. _ 
" Qs And you went to ceptain'p!a;es;.didn't'You? .

A. That’s correct, sirs

:;'A, 'Yes, sir. | anSWered certain questuons..'f
Q. And one of the qUestlons they asked you was For you to

fell them where you went after you; escaped dtdn t they’~w

A. Correct. That's Flght-'ﬂi'.L:

prints and fingerprints, and he broughf me down here on"thé -

Mr. Sledge (SIC) here, didn’t you, and Deputy Sheroff Storms ;

PAe IE thatiéht%e exact date, ls that the exact date’ ot

@. That's the exact date accordung to the evidence !n thfs‘ j

Q. All rlght.- Well, anyway, you got tn the car with this .

Q. And you rode around wlth them that day, dldn't you’ ,*

0, And you-told, them certain thlngs that day, dldn't you"’

. SYLVIAP EDWARDS. RPR e e ﬂ[l?')fI:
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you’

| where dld you go?

Q. 'Right. And when they asked you to take them where you ;fL
went, you didn’t take them to this place and te'l them that ¥

you stopped there and asked For a ride |nto EllzaBethtown, dtd ;

R4

A; Yes,ﬁsir; I did; | told them everywhere |”weetpand the‘i
exact statements that { e i thim %o tell them that these f
|ndtv1dua! people that was out- ln front of thls place. ?l v
showed them the place, but that was 3mpract|cal to what they

was |nterested in ftndlng out. So, they asked me, where were

you. And I said that | watted untfl |t got dark and walked to ”
Eltzabethtown. , _'”" - ;- ;ﬁ.:f}-jf}j:ifeif_it?l;;nﬁéjdx
Q. All right.- Now, you said that you did tel! Mr. Litt!e'i

about stopping up at that p!ace..... :fl?fi;f;:;

A- This Vjuke jOint‘.' Yes' 3;", ' d.d. 5 sl

Q. »=esea@nd that you took hlm up there’

““As Yes, sir. There was a bunch of pollcemen I exp!alned it '

Qs A1l right. Now,,after you teft that place on the Sth oF“

September after you- escaped after you feft the plccolo place,‘
. . L s % @ . .

A. On foot toward Elizabethtown;j;].wee stfl! on foot Qalkg
ing. B e A
" Q. 'All right. And about how men§¢ﬁiles“d38'you have to .- -

walk? - - R _r;j}£? 5;{f'”j?2

. A, 1 don’t know. Mayberabeut_fedr mifes;igxiﬁffgffﬁ"

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS, RPR “. = ..
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:i "y 1 4;10. About four miles? - ":: 1:~-. 7, C ~ { ‘ 3:
( v A- Three or four, yes, sir. | AR &
,'a} 1 9; A]l:rtgbt. Now, did you stop anywhere duvung that four; ¥
< B milo'periool s,
i ' 5» ‘AA No,.sir.
6f o Youdidnotr - NN S S ST
";& 7 8 ﬁiq;:-A||~fiQEt. What did you-oheo dolofooo youtgoo_ihto:;L“f
:2"'in.1 9. J|Elizabethtown? . | l— ";“:i-; R AR
{. 10.0.1 A.. Well,,see, what | do, 1| walked -1 walted untll I got to .
1 il ‘tﬁe Cape Fear Rlver.- | became skeptlca| about belno vnsua\nzec‘
| 12. .by some oncoming trafflc, to get across that brldge in thls T
:?' 13 particular time without being seen, so,'l walted untll all the o
ii?# '. '14 traff|; from the red llght, as far as l could see all the way,
é;: | : 15 || about maybe about three hundred footba|| fle|ds - about three
L 16. football fields, "So,'l cou!d see the red llght, and I couldn'+5
- i? see no trafflc. So, | seen the red ||ght._ So, | sald |f l ‘
i: 8 || <@ beat this red Ilght before it turns green, I can get a!l
;i 19 the way across that brldge before anybody comes down the brudge.
? 20 to see that I'm gonng across the. br'dge. So, when 1 got toward
- fhe bridge, | walteo. And when the Ilght turned red, | booko
22. 6ut and ran all the:waylacross tbe'br{dgo.?,__ e e
o |l e At eighte. s
- “Ae essssWithout being seen. Wf": | . . 4
- Q. esesc.about what time wosiit whedi?oo>oro§soo tho 5r€39§?
‘ SYLWAF.EDWAﬁﬁs.RPﬁi;. 6 PeaiTh
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: t6 be efter mid - well, see, 1'm mlscalculatlng the tumg.' See,';

: |ng |n that partlcular area on foot Just walkung not runncng.

"f‘A; Yes, slr. ; " ; ’ ., _' ;;'

8 ||ves still people and pedestrlans nn the communuty.if'j‘

|Bridge?

;,A..'Oh; it was late. It was - it had to be - v k"°" it had B3

the tlme is getting - is confused on thus matter because |t was~3
late because of the fact that | know that l walted untll after “
enght o clock to leave from all the way down there. And walk-

About ‘- | wou|d say it had to be roughly in the nenghborhood

of mldnlght.

About mndnlght’ '

Q. So, by m|dn|9ht on the Sth of September, the day you es-

caped by midnight you were at the Cape Fear Brldge’

A. Yes, sir. | was at the Cape Fear Brldge about mudnlght

o Dafare midnight.....
Q. A'l rlght.-n--

Ar .eese We will say - we are pushlnn |t c!ose. ‘It was late;r

late, because, this is why- Nhen 1 got to Fayettev1lle, there‘-f-

" Q. | know, but what | want to ask you is accordlnn to your-“
SN : -

best estimate, it was midnight when you Oot to the COPO Feavu

- As That'’s right.t“

Q. And you are satisfied with that time? .7~

A.' Yes, sir. A Gy pe B e Pt 5% i
0. Okay. AIl might, sir. MNow, aftor you-sot to the Cape

svl VIA P. EDWARDS RPH 5
OFF|r (AL AUPEROR COLR? ageomien . ..o
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ﬂthe communlty lnvestugatlng For - the nlght watchmen anslde the‘

g Q. All”;féht. Now, that was when you got off of Hughway 70"

W"

Féa" Bridge and aff@" you Waited'gb‘ydu could éétJeefoss, uhat é:

dld you then do’

A. Oh, I watted - when | got across the Cape Fear Brldge ;Q_?
| went in thls partlcular area |n thls nelghborhood wheré l

sat down and waited in thls area. When l seen these offlcersllh-

ci ty-

"'Effﬂ..- e

i As After | got all the way off the CaPe Fear Bp.dge.-“hp_,
O: Afber you got off the b"'dse. you g0t off of Hnghw;y 701"
when you saw the officers over there, and you turned to the lef;
and went up a dead end street, dodn t you9 ‘fii“t   fFf?';;f?:i?
A. MNo. See, when | got across the Cape Fear Br;dge |ﬁ‘ﬂf? ¢;
Elizabethtown, I sat on the side of thls church 1!ke, the }.;“

mortuary rlght there in the Clty of Eltzabethtown._ And these

offlcens was watching over these car ?ots, nlght watchmen.'ﬁﬂ T;
. Q. Yes. That’'s when you qot off of Hnghway 70] the main’

A. The'hainiroaa frém Elizabethﬁ?wn??g;:;f
3 Q. Yes'. "

AA..'Yes., 1 was all the way across: the brldge lnS|de the cntﬁ

'fQ. ALl right. And then you got off ‘the main- road at tﬁat

tlme and took a left and got over lnto a place where there won:

as. many folks’ - ~A~y

A. Well, you know where this bu:ldtng - that brand new .Q“

B SYLVIA P. EDWARD#‘-. R"PRME:- p S R L A
. ormc. supemon counrmeromren 0~ T 002209 o §
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17
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vbunldlng rlght there on the corner there rlght catty-cornered

18

24"

ff -

from the Cape Fear Brldge’

0- No' I dOn't.

A. Vell, they built a brand new building here, right here =.|~

prev:ously.

Q. But, anyway, you'turned to the left and got off of the 3

maln road gosng lnto Ellzabethtown after you passed the brtdge,ﬁ

dadn't you’ M' . , @ : o j} ?1,f3""

A., After. I cross the Cape Fear BrldSe. lt s -'From:the Cape_?

n.. it

Fear Brldge go:ng across the Cape Fear Brldge toward Ellzabeth-f

town 1 beargd,around to the left..aa.g; ok
Qa 3 Rvigh;t;--..-
'_A. _.....and walked on around,.

“ﬁ. -And you walked on around and you Went up thns street
here. Yau turned off of 701, and you walked off and qot on"

Queen Street, dsdn't you, and then you went dbwn lower Stfeet

here? | L

:iiA}n |n-élizabeth£own? 

.{;;; ‘Yes.”- . A
4:A; lt's a church, There s.a church._ Thero s 0 C““'

somewhera., There s a church on the corner. iTh""‘ - ch"'Ch

-~

on. the corner because there is a’ lnttfe branch $an\ﬁr

there off the corner rlght there, rlght of

church.

Q. All“right.'

AR T e . SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPF . .. B B
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and you stole a sweater down there, didn’t you?

| That's what | done.
Q.. Okayr And thls sweater here, intréduced into é?ideﬁcé :

1las State s Exhlblt No. 18, this is the sweater you stole from"

that woman s clothes Inne?

A, That'; right.'

. Q.. That’s the sweater you stole,'ain'ﬁ it?

| A. That’s right.

Q; When had you discarded your other sweater, the sweater':

that you had when you left the penltentlary°
A. Oh, it wasn’t no sweater. Thls was a shnrt.-
‘ Q. It was a shirt? | | .
A. It was a shirt, see.
Q. Where had you discarded that shirt?
A.. 1t was like a sweat - a tee shirt.

Q. - Yes,

A. Well, this tee shirt got so badlx_ﬁdrg walking through

those bushes, and so | took a shirt out a man'é'l_‘l:r_'ur.:k,':ou‘l:‘,o‘l"".f';i

\A..'
N

a man’s truck. going toward the cnty..- " '.: N ' f;?

Q. All right. Now, the shirt that you took - but now you .

say you stole a shirt from a man’s truck".'

A. It was a woolen button-up sh|rt.

Q. All right._AAnd that was in a:ﬁan'éifruck. Wﬁeré_ééél*;;

that truck Iocated?_ ._:'.j ﬁV?5

A. It was parked in the yérd.“;[: .

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR . = - o AN
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14

5 |

16 'the rig, and put the shlrt - it-was so badly torn, see - so,?{'

17

19

21

24

: Ellzabethtown.
. [0. 70l7

_the man?

§I: Ae. 1 put.it down inside thus/man s premlses.J This tractor- 1

hother shlrt on.....(COUNSEL AND WITNESS TALKING SAME TIME )

”:0.‘ And what road was it on? -

& 70| .| thinki. That'’s the and 70| is goung towaré

’:A. It had to be.

ZO.M Now, let me ask you thls- What dld you do wtth your_n

4 -{

tractor-trailer on this

trai!er, the rlg - the rlg was there, but the tractor-tran!err:
wasn t |1 mean, the traller wasn't there, but the rlg was;:fifs
The trailer, you know, this great blg traller, lt was parked

on the premiseSccces

. Qe ANl right.

A:. caessl took the shlrt and wrapped it up and put it |n3|de’

put this other shtrt, thls woolen here, out the front seat oF

the car.....(COUNSEL AND WITNESS TALKING SAME TIME ) '
Q. . Where did you hide ‘the prnqon sh:rt"” - o
A. | put it on the rig. - :

Q. You put it on the rlg? ) . ‘f”f.
\

A. That’s right. And took thls other shirt out and put thls

~‘0.u_.....why did you change 9h|rts’. “ff4

' k. Why? Because it was turn. |t was an old tnstltutnonalfd

SYLVIA P, EDWARDS. RPR . T
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ghirt that matched th§ pants, the.greehrﬁéﬁts;;...

. Q. Yes.-
A, wesesbut it was torn, llttle moth holes |n |t. Ahd'ffﬁﬁ 5:

qot a Inttle torn, so | took it off.

Q, Well dld you take Mr. Phlllup L|tt|e back to where:that s
shirt was?_‘ _ j_. ;'_ fﬂ"iya"}:“i‘=7"
Z;A;. Yes;~sir, hfm aﬁd a'fey otheEA;f%fcé;ﬁ;;;:;tm
00 AN Flghtaa.. 0 L ETEIT R w
. MR, MOORE: 1 object, your Hééoﬁ;lf B 15 notglw s
hnﬁ an opportunlty to anSWer the questlon. A”f;‘;_ili; L

COQRT.' Don’t cut hum off, Mr. Chalmers.‘5  m.iM‘.fT
MR; MOORE: . Dtd_you funlsh ygur answer the;e,er;Mii;
Sledge? . E. i
A. Sir? r
MR. MOORE: Did you finish qué '-an'nsw.ér?'l-"

As VYes, éir. | ' ‘-%J;“i ‘ .

" Q. Al rlqht, sir. ‘Now,. you took the oFflcers back to Iook

—~——

for the green prison shirt’

- N

“ A. Yes, sir, Ve went out lobkiné-forA?%;;;.;(COUNSEL.ANDE+.

IWITNESS TALKING SAME TIME. )

|

COURT: You WI|' have to talk -one at the tlme, gentfe-'t

men. Mr. Sledge, let me ask you, s:r, don t start answerlnq

Questnon|ng him until he flnlshes hls answer. Don t‘cqt gq;h;.{

) s;unnﬁ.EDWAnDs.RPR;-.- ) g POME k8 0
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT-REPORTER -..* . .-~ 00_2213_“
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& pvlson to look for a pruson shtrt dldn't you’ :;ff“

A Yes, slr, we. d|d - -;J.:_ ;Hiyﬂg_l,:_

'91 And you never found it, did yo“’,:liﬁéij

- A, N°'J9'P'

took was a whlte shlrt’

in-a mill somewhere. ool : ¢ e ]
Q. All right, sif. Now, did you put that-shirt on?
_'A.; Yes, sir, o e e

,TQ. And you wore that shlrt’

“A. "All the way to town.
s Al '. the way to town? '

;:Q; And then you went to Mrs. Cassldy'é c'othes Ilne and took

~

|
T A. Yes, sir. .- -
=

other shlrt?

YA_ ﬂﬁ‘ Thas shlrt - thus shnrt was a woofen shirt.'mhi

sh|rts. lt was a woolen shnrt.' lt wes a woolen shirt.hjit

».."v °,

pr"h. You took that sweater and’ put Tt on and’dnscarded the

Y ﬁl]'ﬁiqht,:sir.; Now, you took the offlceps back to thet

W 'All:r1ghf, sir. Now, you say the next shlrt that you-”;

e T

=

looked Inke a workman s shlrt, you know, one oF these workmen s“

the sweater here, State’s Exhlblt 18 wh|ch you Just looked at’;

. OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER * - - .
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u;.:, ANl ‘right, sir. Why did you  bake that shirt off7

A.- Because thts here shlrt was a better shlrt. It wasia
better shnrt as far as the pants was concerned. Thls other
shirt wasn't nothlng but an old- woolen shtrt that workmen, you
know, a workman s shlrt. So, | just put that shlnt on because

|t was - cool anyway at that partlcular hour of the nlght. And

T took. thls other shlrt because it was a better shlrt, | mean,

as far as the pants were conoerned. And so,'l put that on, and’

then put on some gray pants up under the shtrt - up undev the
(nsutltutlonal pants, _ » i ' | i
"39; Where did the pents come From’

A, Up under the carport, rlght there |n.the same nelghbor-:
hood where that shlrt came from,. | o

"W, | see. o e 7] io-:

A. -And somebody hac a pair of pants Iaylnq out there on the ¥

carport. So, | put these gray pants .on over these qreen pants :

because the gray pants were a little too hefty. Tﬁey were a -

llttle too large in snze as far as the walst band is concerned _

| So, | put them on and put the gray pants on to ho!d them up,j '

to keep them on. So, when | had gotten to Fa)ettevcf1e. thls 4

when the offlcer got in behind me out thore at the Texaco Statl

when he told me to stop and qet out l wouldn to

Q. You wouldn’t?

A, No, sir.

SYLVIA-P. EDWARDS. RPR . '~
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;*i_ { .,0. “All right. Now, let me ask you thls- After ;Bu took the?
;fﬁj | _ | 2 sh:rt, State s Exhlblt No. 18, you stole the car that belonged :
= 3 |[to Mrs, Thompson (SlC), ls that rtght’ -'w T X b BT D
';' 4  ;A. Yes, sir. See, the keys were !eft.on her oar.i}ﬁ;
S' 5 g. And _you. took her car’ . n ol : oﬁ
;' "6 "A. From the front of her dooo.imniﬁfd‘__ o ‘ " ;
| %i i 7 .u;.:All rlght, snr.' And then you left Ellzabethtown and wentf
.591 o- 3 8" to Fayettevnlle’ " % A 'A_;;:T e ¥
. %%‘ 9 3 A-- Went to FayetteVIlle. ‘ : . : _ Y e
?1 '1o “w, All right, sir. Now, after you got her cao, where did
l 11 ||you go? _ _ " | - " i
N 12 A, After_i got_in her car? -
4 s || 9. Uh-huk, ' | T e n
' 14 :A. | tried to push it out From in front of her door, but |t
2 15 ||was too heavy. So | cranked it up rlght |n front of the door |
5 Z¥ , = 16 «eves (COUNSEL AND WITNESS TALKING SAME TlME ) N
17 Q. «sssowhat tame o night was this’ ”i
18 .A- It ‘had to. be - it wasn't twelVé\o clock. if:had toﬂbe‘:;
%:7- / 19 r’twelve or - lt was the early early wee ;;511 hours of the morn-
3 20 ing. |t was way early in the mornlng, because people was stnl!
éaA _ 21 in the area in the cnvnllzatlon.' So,,l assumed st had to be
%: 22. early in the mornlng, maybe twelve-thlrty.: My calculatnon at
: 23 _the tlme, lt should have been....-::"- ’ .
E* ‘ >24 Q. VWell, when you left Eluzabethtoun |n the ‘car you saw tﬁe
% <', i . time that you left Elczabethtown, dsdn't you’ fw* ‘ o
svl.vu_A P. E‘ow'A’R.os..'l‘wR: X e ﬂﬂ??lﬁ -
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 'A' Well, see, what it was, it was some - t knowllt was after%
ﬁgdﬁlght. Thls offlcer was parked on the stde of thts avea |n F
Elizabethtown when | pul led across the red ltght goung stralght'
out through the clty. Through the ctty, where the courthouse{'
ie, it goes stralght on. through the clty.‘ l kept stralght oni.

out through the city. And l saw the off|cer was parked at the

curb but l Just |gnored hlm and kept rlght on golng untll‘l*é

got to Fayettevulle.~

Q. All rnght. Now, when you went to Fayetteville, you did’

not go on nghway 87; you went on down beyond - Qeu passed’tﬁe

brldge again, dldn t you’

A.- No, 8ir. No, sir. | went stralght on to.Fayettevff e,

because when ) got to Fayeﬁtevulle there was’ two women 1§ had

knowed out there about the truck'stop. l come ofF the brldgek

on this sude goung |nto Fayettevulle.-

Q. Now. when you left: Eluzabethtown.'
b, When 1 left Enzabethtown.....{
. Q; .....dud you go out beyond the brldoe agein’ifﬁf”
e No, sir. | went streught through the city. .eif

'.0.' Well, lf you went strauqht through the city; then you :f

had to go r l ght by the. L) q - _ ’:‘ .!5': ..t-:::.._.f._

‘A.~ No. . See, when I left Elxzabcthtown, this pavtleuiar an

where th:s lady'’s car was parked.....»

Q. nght here is where you stole tﬁe car.

A. Okay. A!l rlsht-- Now, what ls the-name oF'the‘street

'}I‘L —.x

that runs stratght through the cuty, the busfness dlstrlct7

* SYLVIA P. EDWARDS, RPR - |
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'stralght through the buslness dlstrlct7

Q.- Highway 701, did you go back out there’ ‘n.‘ ' " | . ¢f

cAs | am talkung about goung through the bustness dlstrvct.i

Q.. That’s what 1’m talklng about.-

' A. That is going through the busoness dustruct, go:ng-

Q. That’s right. &
A, Goung straught out going toward Fayettevnlle’  '

Q."nght.

L . - iy
Ae Okay. How could | come over the bridge when | come strailg

through the business district? ‘
‘-Q. "] don’t know. | want to know afte; yéu got ;n that car; “
did you go back across the-Cape Fear Rlver’ J h Bt

A. No, sir. | didn’t go back across the Cape.Fear Rlver;.‘ .

Q. Bkay. Now, = but Mr. Luttle was correct when he testl;z
fied that you told him that when you left Ellzabethtown you saw
the clock and it said 2:02, isn’t that rlght?' i L -

A. Who you say now? Mr. who now?f __j\ iAi.
Q. Mr. Little.~ . 2 :;;;i; hJ,:

A. When he said 2:027 - ' | >;"” " o :
Q. VYes. The clock said 2:02 when you left Ellzabethtown,

didn’t it? . S

A

"'Ae When | |eftAE|izabethtown?

- Qe - Yes.-’ _ . L O ATt
‘A. You see, these calculattons (VITNESS UNlNTELLIGIBLE )

They got me all confused about the tnme. ‘Bepause see, ! plcke<
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- dollar bill. So, it had to be somewhere in the ne;ghborhood

up an individual in Fayetteville and carrned hlm home for a : ¢7

about - at that time about after two o clock. Because when l
farst arrived in Fayetteville, there was these two women snttuug
at the truck stop down |n Fayettev1|le out there on the hugh-,
way. They were the very first two people 1 saw because theyls
asked me what I was doung there.cceee -

Q, Well, let me ask you this: Dldn £ you tell Mr. thtle.;;;

A. Who? ‘ : _ ;
: 0. Dldn't you tell Mr. Phnlllp Ltttle when he talked wlth
you that when you left Elszabethtown you Iooked at the bank
clock and |t said 2:207? o : o %

A. Well, at that partlcular time, see, the hour,‘the exact I
hour of the time, see, that was confused about that partlcufar
time that hour. It was late. It was late. It was real |ate. d

Q. Don’t you remember telling Mr.'Little that.tt_wae at‘ if
2:20Awhen you left Elizabethtown becaueeAyou !oqged‘at tﬁe l;;l

bank clock?

A. - Well, that’s what 1'm saying.' 1 Ioeked at that bank
ciuck. That bank cloek was - well, 1 knowed |t was |afe. But [
see, this fs what got me all confused about t|ne. From the,'.
tlme | left the Unit until the t1me l conflscated thuq auto-e‘
mobile ‘and drove it to Fayettevnlle, it was late.» v Lnow that

much. See, what the Fact is I'm try|ng to get established |n

my mind is people were still in the envuronment in the clty at

SYLVIA P. CONARBE. PR T vt o AN
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that particular time at night, so ! fiéhred it é&dlfb bé aF ’

from the course of an hour that | had |eft from Ellzabethtownﬂ

_ before |t had gotten daybreak dayllqht. So, l had to be S -?

that area at Fayettevnlle from that parttcular tlme, say ﬁQng
three or four hours, somethlng ln that nelghborhood thpee h;;,
at the most.' e

10. Mr. Sledge, my questlon to you is thls.. Dld you tell

when you left you saw the clock at the bank"ﬂf
lA.g Well, let’s say 2:20 then. Let's say 2 20
positive about nothing.

" Q. You are not positive "about nothlng’

A, No. Not for a definite concrete yes or nq

Q. All right, sir. Now, let me ask you, thtn(

“a
s -

A \(han you (\ot

over to - you were Fam|l|ar wnth Fayettevnllc’ e N
A. Well, | was in the Army in ’65 frcm 5“‘““"‘“ c‘°’“'“';i

at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. That_s th ' f°‘ "“"'1' tnth

Fayetteville. . o : -t. -;{H_ &..L- i &
. ey Fere
Q. All right, And you, ‘of Cour'so ,., ¢ 900-*.4: g ;“ 194

U:“ H
A. No, sir. | was in Norfolk hufnv**'"” . * AL e ;“ '960

-Q\"

U.“”I'll ask you if you dtdn't mnr'-

A. No, sir, I did not. 5 s by

: PP i" '!'Q""s-«nlt -

Q. “.e...Baker in 1969 at tho pnn' ﬁ' s
g !' -l

ke W Wl Moy mhvs ' dl'"" rya& lq‘fﬁto .&quf. h&!ll

T .‘At.'.'
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ltttle earlier from the time that | had started to Fayettevnlle

Mr. Phllllp thtle that you left Ellzabethtown at 2 20 because{:

hi I
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|lafter ‘70. | was in Norfolk in l969. j'“Af f;}?'f:-b :ﬂﬂl.;3¢

! went |nto Fayettevnlle in l966 in the Alr Force’gi’.'

Q. . 1711l ask you 1F you dudn't Just say a munute ago that youh

. As | was drafted in the Army on September l3th l95$.hﬁlnheéﬁ

come to Fayettevulle in November, 65. _ ~

Q. AII right. How long did you stay ln the Alr #ohéé fﬁoﬁf.;

“ LU '.‘ .
:A. | stayed in the Army, 24th Transportatuon Unlt in the t'

Army, in "65. S i
'Q.. All hléht; .And that was lanayettevolle,”;;snrt lt’.lftl“
A. That was at Fe. Br'899, North Carollna. | ”t:* | ;-y;.x
d; 'nght- And how long did you stay there’ S ;

hnh.. | stayed in Fayettevulle For about ten months. ':
.vG. About ten months? e |
:A. ;t Ft. Bragg.: | ) ) .
'@, All pright. And‘then where“did yod go?j*'i
A.; From '69 | was working in a goff c'::.our's‘e_'»l‘r.li'-Da.'viesl:tib'\”i'.ll‘'."‘:'.'“=~
(PHONETIC), Pennsylvanta.__'Jb';f'j7v< ,'%.4 '_ ; _ ".' )
.0. Well 1’11 ask you lf you dcdn‘t meet Joseph Sledge (Slcyl
at a pool ‘room called the Hole in the Wall in |969"> _ i
i 'A. No, sir.. That's a Iue. You look that up and fund out.- ?
| was in Jall in '69} You have got to look that up.e” O

© Q. And the bartender there at the Hole ln the Wall was namecl

HLMrl Harrls.' Do you remember Mr. Harrls there’:qizilg“f

[E A. Bob Harrls was in FayetteV|lle when l flrst come to

Fayettevnlle at Ft.’ Beagg.

(5 1) S I G U Tt
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13

. the Wall, wasn’t he?

l

_ ber Wlllte’

’_;Ae' Called “"Ash.” That’s right.

hHG. 'Yesa, And '69 and ’70"

| “A. Yes, sir.

{ Qs All right. D w‘_;;V;:f;;,;;ﬁqu.;'i~n_“'

Q. All right: And he was running a plaéé c&lled'the Hote _inB5

0. That's right, And Willie worked at the bar. You remen- |

A._ That's right. Yeé, sira. Wl'lle Currle was the man -.my

o s

companuon from my home town, from Savannah Geon-'gu\."'j

;0. nght. And that was durnng.'69 and '70 wasn't tt’ﬁik?L o

’A..-That was in ‘65. '65, '66.

Ao No, sir. .769 and *70 | was in the north. "r
f Q. You were in the north? ﬁ o

A. You can look it up. 1 tell you lt's on record.

Q. Now, where is the Hole in the Wall located in FayettevullL?

A. 1t’s on Hillsborough Street, called Ash's Pool_Room when

| was there.

Q. 1"t ask you |f it isn’t on Franklnn Street there in- -'7f

Fayetteville? =~ o ' _ " — g

A, No, sir. Bob Harris'runstshfs.Pool RoomionhHillsboﬁohgh

Street.

Q. It’s on Hillsporough Street?

As In ‘69 | was in Norfolk Reformatory.:?

Q, All right. And l'll ask you |f you weren t in that pool

room wlth Baker, and the place was run by Hanrns, and Wvllle

.- L.
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-llwas the one who worked at the bar? - 5

-%ln Fayettev:!le’-.

. A No,-sir._ | never seen Paker before in ., entlre ||Fe....
NESS TALKlNG SAME TIME ) When is the furst ttme you ever saw
quer? A.__.i S Gt a g, S

A; DOWn.there at thfe Lake PEiSbﬁ Uﬁit.;f::;;;f:?{~.57ﬁ”‘
e Do The f|rst tlme you ever saw.-...Af:T:ff'?h#rfff'

‘:.A;. No. Carthage, I,thlnk.

+'”q. :Huh7.
(- » .
A. Carthage, l thinkj,.:

- A. No, str;

" Q. Huh?
N"A.. No, sir. 1 ey N
Q. Do you know A]exander that tﬁ;*ﬁeéll "cu;":thé;e:fp‘f-“
Fayetteville? } T Yo G B e
A.. What you say . now? ' “,_, i
. @. Do you know an Alexander that they call ”Cue theﬁé fﬁi
FéyetteV|||¢? ; i Pt g T, i
‘:A. No, sir, I don’t. .

“_Q.-,Well do youiknpw "Cue” in Fayétﬁévi[lé?;' ;f

“"As  No,. slr, |~d9n't.; Ay

.};u. You never heard of "Cde?"tbﬁ

g Nd, sir.

10. And you - don t know  that "Cue rs now in the AtISnta:Ifl;

o
B

l Q. You never saw Baker before |n your.....(COUNSEL AND WIT- ’

Q. VWell, let me ask you thls. ;Do‘j&ﬁ Know A[é;anae;IW}iligms

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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'Penitentiary?

MR, MOORE: Well, 1 object, *our‘Honor-'liJ:':

~AlfA; 'N°c sir. | know a Willie Currie.A Willie Cuﬁrfe'was fﬂ

Leavenworth there about thirty years. ;  .

Q. Uh-huh,

A._ That's all 1 know. |’m from Savannah Georqna. Seé;n

0urr|e was |n the 82nd Airborne Dlv:snon, see,-and I was |n thie
Medlc Transportatuon Unit in '65. He was From Savannah in the
Paratroopers, and | was from Savannah in another outflt.ufih?z
" Q, All rlght. Do you know Teresa that llves on Deep Creek..
Road in Fayettevnlle’ ST RS '? 'l .f;nu;: "N ”?17414:
~As No, sir. All | know is Willie Currte. That was my oﬁly‘
acqualntance with a OIV|l|zed human belng for that envnronment
Q. Willie who? s .y 0 | 4 ”-5' * B g ”uﬁﬁf

A. Willie Currie.

- Ol Nobody élse?
A. | was a soldier, see. Currie was a pedestrian of thefy{

city. He was a res:dent of" Fayettevnl!e.--

W, All right. Well, do you know a Clendell Ptnckney |nf:£
Fayetteville? e )
A.. Yes, sir. ‘

- Q.. What does Glende!l Pinckney d&?'f""
AL Who? ' '

-

" GlendeH Pmckney.

:A. | was in the service out there at Ft. Brnqq. aﬂd She wé

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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'the Army;u

Fayettevslle,-what did you do’

‘cnty gonng to the clty from Ellzabethtown’ | met these: tw“

{ women there, and they looked at me and ! looked at them... .MLf

pregnant with a baby when | first ;éw hé;;i§3Ff53 :]' Ny
0. 1. see. o ‘

A. Yes, sir.

Qi An& - well, do you kﬁoQ'Jém Bﬁcg-ﬁéléé;sléﬁéFe;iﬁ f
Fayettevilie? ' * RN e
A Np,;gir,i No, siv;i

* B 7Jung.Bﬁg” Walters?
* B ”Jdﬁe‘Bug"_Walterg?
';u.' Yes. - o '

A. No, sir,

U. You do not? All right, sireeses 0L -
“-Aw -1 know - what you say about knowihq a §ﬁy;‘6owi:thev;:was
this old maﬁ_hamed Tomahawk . " Now, . l knowed hlm when 1 was a

soldier out there from Ft. Rragg. . He was an old veteran Fromi

Q. All right. Now, let me ask you.thisiQ After you gbt to ..

A. After | had gotten to FayetteVTlle on that partlcular fj
\ 4
evenlnq, | saw these two partlcular lnd|v1dual females out o

there in a trucking unit out there at thts truck stop. You

know you make a rlgbt - you bear to the rlght 9oino into the

 '0. What tnme of the morning was it you saw them’_

"A. 1t had to be real early in the mornung,3 lt hed to be f?

SVLWA P. EDV-V-AI?ES RPR R ‘ ‘. ) “ nn‘,‘,’,:?
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‘;, 1 -qvery bit after one o’clock. ;_.: ) . j 5 ‘ ”; .3 3
;ﬁf | . % ]I~ Q. Could it have been as late as‘Qeven.o'cl§ckﬁin fhe.;o;g-
;. "3 .ing? ' ' : ; b By iy o 25

; “ A, NO,'sir. It wasn'£ even déyﬁr;ag;f‘jt ;aé:gaQ }n;éﬂézil 3
i 5 early wee small ho;rs of the mornlng- Aﬁ AA X "" :””'
é w8 Q. Now, let me ask you thas- When you Plcked up the erlsA
%w ;~_A '. 7. there ln Fayettevulle that morntng..... ' v  " | i ' 

Ei sl A, 1 dldn't pick up no glrls in Fayeftev|lle,_'Thepélw;;h'; ;

9 ﬁobody picked up. | picked up a guy, and carrled hum to a Job

?;%;. ~.;: 100 at the alrport. and he gave me $2" ¥R

i 1 _Q. He gave you $27°
g;; N EETH | BLTE For carrying hlm to work ‘ _ ‘ b
L??ﬂ 13 “_ Q. All right. And then -after you carrted htm to the a;r;ii
‘%?EA ' A 14 popt, ;ou saw these two girls, dldn t you? o ;' g ]
i 15 ; A. No. After 1 carried him to thefaiﬁboft;‘l wgnt.énd“Lz:; 
5. 16 psrked and went to sleép.» | ‘ L iy
3; 1 Q. . You went and parked and went to sleep’
;- 18 A. Out there on the Murchlson Road, out there |n the ne:ghj
E B ' 15 borhood. . . = : ' ‘_'"’: \;; | }' N
3 - Q. All right. And then after you woke up aFter you went to'
%ff : .i - sleep, is that when you saw the glrls’ ) : ' ' -”
A. No,-sir. The\women was Found early, about 2: 30 a. m. |n
the morning. Let’s put it that way, about 2 30 a.m. in the ;
38 - morning. They was out there at the truck stop slttlnq do#n,!’
‘}7(; ; : 25 and they was - |mmed|ately after 1 |eft Elnzabethtown. .
<. , SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR * -
N T 002226
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V',;isss'w@i;;f?;
r;;_. B Bgad o R
1 "L'O. -All right., Well, now, aftér that.....'i  1_ o :% _ 3
R ,jﬂ.'lllwéé in fhe sfolen automobfié;-~ it | P
‘qéi “q; .....dld you then steal a set oF llcenge platesvfrémja 4
4 car in Fayettevulle’ ' N “ 2
6. A. These license plates, it was gtoleh;. lt was-a éarked un-'
¢ |lused car to keep the lucense plate = to keep the plates from>
7 belng vnsualozed and | switched plates on the automobnle{wv;ft
8 - “.0. You stole a license plate and swttched plates’ ) .
9,.' A. That’s What | dld That's rlght. That’s rloht.:vyi;t“f“
‘;0.' Q. All right. Now, did you also- steal two tures and thé”;;;
} ca“? "- , 8 s o D R
12 A, 'No.?ii didn’t stéal two tiré;;w There.was'oné tire a:d”;
13 gés-can in . the car.. The gas can came from -1 th|nk the qas i~
4 éan_was borrowed. | .
i Qs You stole the'gas'can2 _ . | . =¥
1. " Ae No.. An I, O.U You know, you qive ﬁe $2 and tell ﬁéﬁwﬁéﬁ:
1 I return. the $2 back you will glve me the gas can., s o* T
” Q.  Well, how did you get the gas can’ 7 ‘ :}»
19 A. | got the gas can because | ran’ out of qas. And I Went
20 to go put the gas in and go carry the gas can back to the ma?,
'21__ the man - jumped and’ got me, &nd that's’ the reason.....
'22 (COUNSEL AND WITNESS TALKING SAME TIME. )
| MR. MOORE: Objection. « " 3 by 7
” COURT: Don’t cut him oF'F,‘please. .
- MR. MOORE: Go ahead and tell abouh the gas canﬂ

SYLVIAP EDWARDS. RPR " " AR
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1.‘TiA‘“ | was going to carry the Qas'cen-tdltﬁé-pérson l“got-th;
2 gas can from, the man down there at the Texaco Stat:on wheve 1
3 .|lwas gettlng gas to put in the car. The oFftcer got in behlnd'
4 |[me before l could stralghten things back out. ”'f?5““*1”'

5 | Q. All. rtght. Now, where did you get the tlres that you ;ﬂ'
6 put in the back seat of the lady s car’ ' i.":‘ o
| %:1 -A. That t»re came out ~ that tnne came'off - out th; snde of
8- |la bulldang; belleve.. g belleVe it was a bunch of old tlres
9; lnstde on thls lot where they were dumplnq old wrecked ‘cars in,
10 wrecked cars, old abandoned cars. So, l put that tlre inside -
1 I took the tlre and put the t:re fnslde the cer.aﬂ(il‘“ *

12 Q. You got two tlres..... . ' :tﬁ“ _'f“ .i LA
13 “'Aa | essumed that that medlum slzed tnre wou!d fnt thatlp;;-
14 -£fcu|ar cqr. | was gettnng ready to meke a long Journey down i
15 south; N . -l‘ %, o A i
16 ‘Q.”.You qot two t;res there, |§ ?ﬁé?fé}gﬁf?ﬁii.i
7  “A..-There was Just one tlre.~fmdl: oy +
o > Q. One.tlne?': g ] \
ar: Q. All rfqht. Now, then you saw the oFficer, and he pullec
g1.- || ¥P and tried to get you to stop, ﬁndn't he’:".. e
- ﬂ_A', That is. what he trved to do.;Eéiif;Lf:iuf; .
A Q. All.right.. And he chased you for some three mn!es.....
24‘"”'.Ag No. Nof 1t wasn't that Far.? 3 ;: ey B
o 0. How far wes it? ol 'L;f 4 '
S cowpe e |
| WHITEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 2872 © - . ()()39D8
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f?é. Two football flelds’

these scratches on me came from.

As.... Maybe the length of two Footbell le'dS-:h

hLA; About three at the most. Because l perked in thls yerd
and Jumped the Fence and went and hld up under the house all .
nlght |ong.: | hid up under the house. See, when l Jumped the
fence, | dldn't realize the fact thet I had gotten ‘over the X

fence. | dodn't think 1 had gotten over. | got over on. thej

other 3|de and 1| Jumped the fence twuce. ! thlnk then is when

o You say what"

‘ A. | say, this. |s where | assume that these here scratches o

I dndn’t knowed | was scratched See, I hnd up’ under the hous]

| stayed up under the house all n:ght Iong, and dldn't come ou
the next mornung about 7:30 or 8: 00 o clock after.....:‘

Q. Well, why didn’t you stop when the offlcer turned on hls
blue tight and siren and qot up to esqhty mlles an hour trylng
to catch you? Why didn’t ya stop? ..I R L

K. Who? Me? | |

Q. Yes. - U . “.4\
A. Because they were trying to connect me with something'j;

dldn't know nothing about.

[y

Q, Well, how dnd you know they were tryung to connect you..

A. Because lt was in the paper. It was in the paper. The

man had the paper, and the man \ told. me, sand they were looksng
: i

for me to-lnvesttgate me for murder. I sand what’ It sﬁook

B

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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,was worklng at Mldnnqht Tech and’ Educatlon Center at nlqht, )

me up a great deal. | said Man, l better get to where I oan 3,
get some help from sonebody, because these people around here -:
l m not wuth Fam|l|ar|ty wuth nobody |n thls erea. There 8 no-

body to say nothlng to me or help me do nothnng.

Q. Well, why didn’t you stop and tell the offlcer that was"‘
chaslng you at enghty miles an hour,Astop and tell hlm exactly

what you are telllng these Folks stttlng on the Jury’

A. That would be absoluteiy, because the fact that there o

stnll would ‘be no concern there to upgrade my -- to prove my ‘;'J
side on my part. You understand a summatuon - an aocusatlon;

" said, 1'm going to go to somebody that knows some-facts, a

definite fact.

Q. Well, who would you'go to’ f'
A. ‘To a man, Go to a man and taTk.to hum. Eoy

Q. What man were you goung to talk to?" Td- ';d
A, Down there |n another area in the wor|d;<'

. "u} Vell, tell me who that man ,s |n the o+her area of the

world that you were...--{
A, See, | was working for an old man named‘Mr. Ralph Beaslev
'(PHONETIC) before | gets. busted ‘Come to Fayettevslle and get

put. in Ja1! For four years. See, | been worklng For h;m durin

the course of tcme | was arrested ln Fayettevsl!e in '73.'5

janltorlal service. You see, prtor to my comlng to Fayettevtl

.| was arrested For thls - sonethlng happened in. |971"see-;?,A

" SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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1 |[They put.me ln'jall *73 because iy Jumped out the polnoe car l

2 {lin *71 and‘went and ‘hid in some bushes and left the csty. And :

3 ||! left the clty and was down there in Columbla, South Carollna,:

4 'workung for Mr. Beasley about eleven months. So, l declded to _

5 ||come to Fayettevnlle one day and come to Jall, and when l come “
.6 to jail | was placed in custody four years. 1. )
2l e, Al rlght. Well, let me ask you thls; wﬁ;iﬁéggly;u”;'

é Qotng down there to see hlm’ ‘ g Bkl

9 A L) was’ gotng to talk to that man about.me belog lnves£l~i
10 gated for these two slayxngs that had occurred here in thls -if
11 they put in the paper because 1 knowed somebody wae goung to.:{
12 Q. All rlght.' Well,,let me_ask you thl??; D:d‘you»readAany-
- 13- || thing about the two womenlbelng kllled-lo:the:nedapaoeﬁ?fav"
14 A. lf wae'iq the paper approximafelyie.wae:itsfhe-8thfda;31’
15 || of Sebtember? FREYIA A
16 e-Q. I don’t know, .

17 -A.. The paper stated - the paper stlpulated that they were

18 Iooklng for Joseph Sledqe, an escapee from Uhute Lake Pr|son-l'
19 Unlt, for the |nvest|gat|on of an alleged slaylng oF two femalg
g0 || that was assass:nated-ln their homemSeptember~5th, |976..,_ Ky
% Q. Did you see that in fhe ﬁeyapaper?;fd |

wiA. That’s rnght.\ | SEIL |
Q. . What newspaper was that |n7TL
o4. a‘A.. The Fayetteville Observer.m;?gm
s || Q. Huh? | o

SYLVIA P: EDWARDS, RPR - < © " " 7
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““Ae The Fayetteville Observer. t;séﬂ.gﬂ;t;g;‘f' ,-"A-:‘:? L
| 0. Was it in the Fayettevnlle Observer? ji;Z.'l...t.t ~f
JZA; It was in the FayetteV||le paper. e
| Q. When was that’

.”Af Sgptember, of '76,

Q. September, of 762 d
A |976 | | ' T,
Q, Well you had already Ieft FayetteV|l|e on the 7th of

September? & . . iftﬁli::knm;?ih;ﬁﬂ;1f“*;tfﬂ‘

w A; No. 1 didn’t get busted in Dlllon, South Carolana, unttlf

the 9th day of September, 1976, o ' s
Q. Unttl the 9th day of September. Well, now, when the off—i

icer tried to stop you on the 7th there won't nothlng in the

paper about.....

A. | said between the S5th and the 7th from the time I Ieft
the Pruson Unit they had |t in the paper. They were. |ooklng
for me, in the paper, for being lnvestlgated For two slay:ngs

that occurred down there in Bladennggunty.: They were looklng

for me to investiqate'me. 'Théy hanteé't§ quegtton me about it.

SR o, wam et _,-A;. £ )

That is what the paper stated. :
Q. You were belng chased by the offlcer to be stopped on thﬁ

7th. oF September...--

A. Well, llsten.A Wasn - there lnformatlon in the paper per-

talnlnq to this in the Fayettevulle Observer between the Sth

and the 9th day of September....g:E;:fwfjig}ili{; _,?‘?"Q'“ﬁfg
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1[I 70, Not as I know of. I e e IR e )

SR | B »sessfrom the.time I' left the U“it.ﬁﬁti' |aBeen?appr;h§nd:

;?5f.( 3 |ledr- .

j | 4 hub} Not es I know of _ g ) _

E?L SRR £ o MR MOORE-' Well, -1 objécf,:;aghinéﬁé;,gfffa
¢ | 6 . COURT Overruled T

'TA72“' _ 7. Q;K;- Well thls |s what the paper stapulated‘because it was in

8 - the paper,'contradsctory statement about notnfylng the Observer

9. paper-'

10 'AO. Now, what I want to ask you thouqh Is'you didn't read thm

li- FayetteV|lle paper until the 8th oF September, did you’
12 l A. -1 read the paper. Ft had to Be - we‘l theAexaet date -
13 let me see. It was - vt was - |t was - 1et me see." The next
14 'day - the next day when I come out ?rom under that house, and

" 15 || got busted in Dnllon, South Carollna.. !t was after midn:qht

when | was brought lnto Cumberland County, wasn‘t lt’ “What ‘is’

16 |

17 || the exact hour | was brouqht |n From Dlllon, South Carotuna,,%

18" to 0umberland County? .

Q. don't know.

19 et e i v
- o0 -l| A Well, that's the tlme beceuse it hoes throuqh the mud-
2% hight hour. It had to be the 7th day of %eptember, l assume.l
: . See, 'm. worklng ‘ona summat:lon now, l'm not actual. ':A{_A,
;; 5 Q. _.In other words, you -are- ask'nq thin iury to Beluove Y°W
;E;_ 'é4. on . summatuon now, is that rlght’ < \‘ “4‘  . e;
:?'}(jf‘u | '25_ f Au _lt had - lt was between the 7th dh\ ¥ ‘“00 5¢couse of.i

1. o : © svLViA P, F!\W*NDE ”':”’ i
o . DFFICIAL SUPEmIfsat ay ertod 0
VIITEVILLE. mmm' AN sve
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10

1

14
16
18

17

18

19

2

23 ||

24 .

25

i

fact that when the man apprehended me in Dlllon, South Carol*iw

lna, it was the 9th he saod So, lt had to be between the 7th

and the 9th when | ‘was arrested in Dlllon, South Caroflna.

Qe Had you read. a newspaper from the tume.....

- A. l read the paper in front of Fayettevulle State Untver-

slty because the man had me push the car on the lot because l

had gnve out of gas in front of that part:cular area in the Q

sectlon of the city in that partlcular automoblle that was ta- '

ken from Ellzabethtown.

: O.' Had" you read a newspaper before the offlcer started 3;"’

chaslnq you? _ o
A. | dud what now? - 'f}xﬁ'if"li._f;dbfht'; bfafd
Q. Had ycu read a‘newspaper before the.cfficerfstartedfdif

chasing you" : &5 : -_

A, That's right. | read the newspaper befcre tbe cfticerd—
started chasnnq me. | | J._ . ol u.'.' ._'b :

Q.  Well, he started chasing you on the Gth oF September,'?
didn’t he? P, VIO &S00,

N
1,

A. M. o B R
. Qs You escaped on the Sth of September, dldn't y0u"

A. That's right. It was all the way around From that next

day- _
' 0. Huh?

. A, From Monday. | dudn't get - he chased me on a Tuesday.

| spent the night in Fayettevnlle that Monday, all n:ght that

[

e

night until the next Tuesday.

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS.RPR . @ ° 1 A':‘riej
oFriciaL supemon count neporrer L E0 1 C (02234
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’t*‘iTO. Don't you knowsesss s 7 ‘f;«; : j< ' T ,is

..?".;3A. It was a Tuesday-_ It was. on a Tuesday, wasn t |t?

2 .;u )
3 0.” Don't you know, Mr. Sledge, the bodues of the dead women
"4- weren't found untll five o’clock on the afternoon of the 6th of'

5- September’

'1:6 ‘,A. He sald the Tuesday. | was'arrested - l was chased on a
2 Tuesday of September.‘ I spent that whole Monday and the Monday.
&_vnlght in Fayettevnlle cnty,'sleepnng in the car.....(WITNESS :

9 RAPPlNG ON STAND )

10 || . COURT: "All right.

1n ..A. +es.sout there in the area. | gets arrested on the -

12 || gets chased on the Tuesday evenlng.”
13. . COURT: We-are going to recess’ right now, 'You'kéh'ﬁ*
14 step down and start back tomorrow.' Members of the Jury, we\aré-

15 |lgoing to recess at this time until nane-th:rty tomorrow mornlnc.

16 -{|We will at that time resume the trial of thls case., Now, of

17 |lcourse, | have advised all of you |n|t|a||y at the outset oF

these proceedlngs that |t is not’ proper for any of"” you at any

18

.19. time to discuss this case with anyone.. Also, for you nof tb

20 discuss it among yourselves, or to allow anyone %o dtscu-! 't

21 in your presence., Now, members of the Juny, | cannot: fo“ you:

| how 'serious an admonltlon thls i;. It ‘would be very hlnh'y

|mproper for anyvof you to talk to anybody about thn« 00‘°. o]

24 For you to talk about it among yourseIVes._ lt would ﬂ"o 5e€f

25 improper for any of you to read watch, or ||ston tu 0“‘ “t“.

e okl ’\—‘..._..“h._:-__:

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR =~ - G 2 e R
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13

14

15

16
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18

19

21

24

25

1 sources would not be evudence in th:s case, and lt would not be

e

1l do so.. | ¥ you will please ablde by those lnstructlons, you may‘

occounts because'informotion that;youiwould receive-from'such' i
s
proper for you to constder it So, l must admonlsh you agalnr"
very sertously to avo:d any such contacts and conversatlons.ﬂv
wlth any'persons about the case. And I Feel |t ls only proper
that 1 should tell you that there has been some questlons rausex
about thls matter, and that |t is somethlng that we must guard .

agacnst very, very carefully.' So, please ablde very strlctly

i B |
by those admonlttons, and if anybody does attempt ln any manner

to contact you or talk to you about thls case, please let me ﬁ,'

know |mmed|ately about that. lt is. vntally |mportant that you

be excused members oF the jury,. at thls tlme untll nlne-thlrty:
tomorrow morning. Everyone elselremaln seeted. Members of th
Jury only may be excused at thns tome. (THE JURY RETIRES FROM
OPEN COURT.) . All right. I want to see counsel Just brlefly
right after the recess.. Take a recess untll nlne-thlrty to-‘":
oorhow mornlﬂs- | ll_ ' . :fis.;;;:;;“ Y4 ‘

AUGUST 31, l978"“" o

COURT: Let the wltness come back to ‘the stand . You

may. proceed Mr. Chalmers. = '5f_;fﬁ;ifﬁ'

CONTINUED CROSS EXAMINATION BY MR. CHALMERS Sy = wiﬁstff.

. Now, Mr. Sledge, you, of course, know Hernan Lee Baker, '

P I A o s 1 *{15-ir~!*

'_Ag-'Yes, sir. From Carthage};..:;Eﬁ,fﬂ;Q?{ #

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS RPR ..: '
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o
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'_Ah
= e
A.

.A . A .
A

a.

";'Q.

{:0?

- Q4
- 'A.-
Q.

had acqualntance wsth hcm.

of Ms. Alleen Davus end Mrs. Josephlne Davis up unt:l beyond

dark on the nsght of September the Sth 3976 don't you’
Yéu deny that?

Q.

'Yes, slr.'

. Ba,
A-'
fﬁ:K;”}Yes,“Slr. v know what | said yesterday. ﬁ_;_;i
(.
- B

I can’t hear you. . . . 3' fi:{ ';_jjﬁi;”,'f-‘ f'¥:7j‘

From Carthage' Certhage lnstotutaon.. ¢dfih;9§;_in“Jbﬁé;

Uh-h@h; And you know Donald Lee Sutton?  -3'“.“
From Whlte Lake Prsson Unlt. : SERE
You know hnm’ .

| know oF hlm. I don't know hlm persona!ly.-”l never f;

And you admlt, do you not, betng ln the area.of the home

No, snr.

Yes, sir.

Do you recall what you testnfled to yesterday’

But you deny that _th-i's‘ morning?
I Seg y°";'p°"&°n91:£ iZ:L ;;ffj?
i dldn't hear. you. . : ' “
You saud .what l sald yesterday’l

Yebis . i S 5 > : ‘ .‘::__._A_';:j__vf'.:-l- P
g 0y S ¢

You know what you saud’yesterday’

Yes, | know.'

" §YLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR =+ . "
'QIFIGIM. SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER |
WHITEVILLE. NORTH CAROLINA-2B472
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A i"ithe area of the Wllllamson home after yeu escaped Qp untsl the 5

: iMFt'me ; the Davis home up until after dark, don't You’ b
55. 2 Kk MR MOORE' ObJectlon. ‘ - ‘

T4 COURT- Sustalned to aeguﬁene.'; R :

':; : All ‘right. But you never left the area of the beleon at
g_'Camp and started going down 70l untll after it got dark on tﬁe

. | "'ght of September the 5th, 1976, did Yop" Isn’t that rlght’
8-&€1A" That is very correct. _ 4:'e ,ei“fui ..“T“LZTE;
9 ‘?10. Rigﬁt. And you had to pass therbaQis'ﬁouse; di&JQQQ Aéf?

10 :Ai'»No.Asir. o ;i e A B
o 0. You did not? 1

14

15 .

17

- .18

21

24. -

,iA.]flf 701 1s on She Davie housessss . .
I o. You know where the-Da;fs house 387
A. After September the 9th, yes, sir.
Q. You know. where it ia on September the 9th’
. A. After September the 9th. B think lt was on the lOth or
|ith | was carried down to the partleular area in the communnty

—

of Bladen County. P
Q; Right. And you admnt gettlng in the' car and went wlth
Phillip Little, do you not, and drlvnng around and showunq him

everythlng that you, dld that nuqht’ ; ; .
' A. Phllllp Little, Sheriff Allen,‘and another offncer. S

I Q. Did you not’

Ae. Yes, sir. We rode three dlfférent lnlelduals in the';“

same automobile.

' s?unAPhEowkébe.an?"irii»§f~f!.’-‘, ﬁ.;hﬂ' '
 OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER: '~ ' __0022»38 ”
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11 - |}
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14
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16

17
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24

A _ﬁﬁ._ At the lnstntutlon, at the Jall, an unmate._fﬁ=’

house?

A. Right.

- And do you recall making any statement in front of the

Davus.....
'A. . | was told that it _was a Caucasuan that kllled those two

women. §

'hb; Who told you that’ :

S O R _.,’_.

Q. Some inmate in the Jal"h

at Bladen County the same thing (COUNSEL AND WITNESS TALK%NG
SAHE TIME.).c«s.at the White Lake Prlson Unut ' He sa:d a poltc

offtcer told him that.....

MR. MOORE: Your Honor, 1 thlnk he ought to be able 3

to answer the questlon.
it
jfc;P el by Shebiipen 2 7% i el e g

- COURT: Don’t cut him off. ;a;yﬁg'fﬁfi‘;Ji j*~fﬂe:tir
.ffA. .assssand he sa-d, ] want to tell you that, so you wlll
kuow that. : . : - ¥ A

\.

“-Ae That is what he to!d me .

'r‘Q.A Uh-huh._ But you dld make a statement in Front oF the

AL Some inmate, yes, sir.. Some |nmate told me down there :

A eesucthat is what he told me.nowe .He said a pofice off-|.

" Qs Oh, l see,. So.you'uill"knqw_tﬁet;»{ﬁiﬁfo?_:7“:;.3¥§ 7‘;

Davis home, dld'you not? You pulled up your hands and potnted"

e

Q.. Right. And do you recall stopping in fqent“of'the DaQ}s 56

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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M T
- Qe And then you admlt going to Fayettevnlle and stealing two

P AND wnNEss TALKlNG SAME TIME )

—

asked me dld l want to get out the car, Sherlff Allen dad.

.......

prlnts there and about ten or twelve years later.-;.-(COUNSEL

P “-:-"" IRt ."’

A. No, sir. | ‘said - it wasn't aBout a blaek man.' ' saod

s‘

Vlt was’ somebody in the Famlly, a Ceucasuan, that dld it that

way .

AQ. | see. AII right. Then you edmlt you stole a shirt - !

mean, a sweater from somebody s house’ 1w7'

lT Q, All rtght. And before you stofe that oray sweater, yoU'

had stolen a woolen Jacket?

Y

ﬂseat of a big car - a truck. I meant.ui.~"

A. Yes, sir.

AL A woolen’sweater, a workman'’s sﬁift,'quffbf the fhonf'ljn

e

Q. VAIl.nlght. Okay. And then you adm|t steallng the carfri

oven there to the house and told Mr. thtle that..... ":;"1A[A3(

A' | d‘d“'t P“" up no: hands.. The man asked me - the manfnﬁﬁ

said, ”No, sir,” l had never been on that premuses, and I don £'
want to put nothing on that pnemlses that would ancramlnate me- I

there at all. You know, walk in thene and then put some foot- &

0. .....Dld you make a statement to Mr. lsttle that no - whntef

man would have.done - | mean, no black man would have done thatf

A, Off somebody s clothes llne, yes. snr.._;??im ' o
.’Q. A whlte sweater’ - 4 'fo'fj:fgf}' E B
A, 1t was thls gray sweater herer"‘ ; ;

3

PR T o

N
-
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13
14
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,Qlf g,_"A||'g{qht. Well, now, how dnd you‘stcal that other caro

v .

tires’
A Nos 1t was one tire that was taken. APy

i One tlre, and stole a gas can’ ff':

Ad NO: the Qas can Wasn't stolen.l  :1.”

Q. Wheve did you get - oh, you got the éééiééﬁ éngeélséﬁef

l,YeS,.SIP.
A. 1t wasn't wrecked. _ ,
ﬁQ. 'Well you drove it up in somebody s yard -dudn t you°

"B 'ves. L F A f ol '

C Q. Dld you drive that car away’

AA., | left ‘the car in. the yapd.'ggﬁ E

; Q..'You left the car in the yard" th'*;'

L

A. That was after | had made thts? ﬁieﬁf§| fli9ﬁ§;tg oyd{df

prosecutlon.

o l'éée; Thén héw*did you'Qefutéiﬁijfpn,3§bﬁth.Cé}b!jnq?f

You stole another car,. dudn t you’

.,A. .That's what happened._ That's exacily what 3 d1d, ",auzﬂ{

: Q_" You stole another car?.

"A. That’s right. l'jumﬁed'thgyféﬁfe'qua:ﬁrqi!er couht'

.éften-- see -

_ﬁ»A- | jumpéd thc fence ina tra:ter court af_er l shook the

police from down there -and Just run-dbwn thcre“from thts Texact

SYLVIA P EDWARDS -RPR
B L Do e Ll ] couﬁv n-om.- SRR o i
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Sfdtibn. So, what | had done, | had waited all nnght unt|l thaS

/

hucts

next morning about - let’s say about seven-thlrty or euqht

° °'°°k' So, | waited in that area where }_was....-nrﬁf“

".Q. I didn't ask _you T TR | - o g
MR. MOORE: | obJect, your Honor.....(COUNSEL AND ks
WITNESS TALKING SAME TIME.) R Jui

COURT: - 0verruled. You asked hlm;'-.H“ S "

{ﬂA- You. want to know exactly what | diU'déi;::;h tT o
b O "No, .| didn’t ask you that;..-;dﬂi ol TE
.. COURT: Al righteeees = -
'TQ-' csess! said where did you ;teal the other car"'tfﬁ"hn”
'”A.  Out a trailer court off Bragg Boulevard._:'”lJ“ .

:‘0.'»él| right. Now, how did you steal that?‘ Qasuthat;.:.;f

A. The keys was in the car.

Carolina? _
A Sir? , - '_: ,i‘fff:fff #

Q. You were picked up in Dullon ~South Caroluna’

“A. Dillon, South Caroilna, about nlne-thlrty or ten ©° clock 2

Rt ame

one night.

Q. All right. Let me ask you this: Dud you wnpe the biood

of f the seat of the car that you. stole From Mrs. Thompson s (SIC

house?

A. No, sir. ' ‘ e 1

Q. 'You did not. Let me ask you this:':What4have you beéh i

SpwT

Q. All right. And then you were picked up iﬁ Dillbn;-Sbufh i

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR ¥ s w 3 s
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i
- 1~-£§#éé and convicted for?
E‘ g %Tﬂ}' Wheﬁe2 .What you: mean?
; s ) - MR. MOORE: ObJectlon, yeun Henor;_to beung irted.
4 L QQURT' 'Motlon denled. TR S e e
6 .Q. | beé your pardon? :
] 6 HCA. What dnd you say?. -. . . ;‘ |
X fo-.” fw';gg; Just tell his’ Honor and the Jury whet you—have been trled 
b 8 {land convncted for. uf ;
ji;' 9 .;A.- Recelelnq stolen qoods.
;?l 10 Z:u.. And'yhat else?
S§~ 1n-Y A Receiving.stolep goods . ;Th;g'igqu”éﬁééeﬁiédﬁééllééé?‘
;Ei 12 County, in i§73. i Fur peh
.Lii 13  »u. And what ‘else?. M i
| f' 14 il A. | thought this was unconstltutnona|aim°“-- Th'sn’s °vﬂ_

15 hear:ng on the law, a court before a Jury, no crlmlnal offense .

16 That’ incriminating my Jury trcal.

|l - Q. Just“enswer my questlon.. What have you been trced and

FESRRE Ml

18 'convncted for’

e

19 Il A Well, 1 know that | ‘was arrested |n~Washnngton, .c.,‘for,

%x 20 |arceny and stayed in the Jall when thvs murder ‘came out in

5 2l,ﬁ'59,: in the summer of '59 in Fayetter"e': ‘ was in N°'f°'k ;
f JdReFormatory during the time. was arrested 'ﬂ Dawestown, L
é:? . 23 Pennsylvanla, somewhere for - | was. placed in custody For thlrj
;f" 24..days in Dawestown, Pennsylvan|a.:xlxserved-some tlme in Norfo[l
ékﬁ(bf ' 25 For carrying a pistol wlthout a !tcenseoef?,iJ?7 '

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR .| . "~ .l . % .
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR GOURT REPORTER - .. = S -~y 7y
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1

c 2 "&};;jgtéci' ‘fc‘n’-v )

3 ik MR MOORE: .Ob,.ie'ctien.’-' 3
::4 . A. I was tmed and convncted in New Yor'k for eteal mg a car..

5 Q.': And what dld they do wnth you up there’ .
6 f - mR.MOORE: Objection.

' 7# A.  Give me a year, a suspended sentence, and.-.... ' K

8 | ) COURT: Sustamed as to what the sentence was.' z )
9 ‘ A_. ......brought me. back down here to funlsh up thls tume '_

' 10- down her'e. They split it up wnth thls tlme down here. : N
11 Q. ALl Mght.' Wel_l you have been tr-led and convncted for
12 eecepe, haven'f you? ' . T B IR R T e R
13 -~ MR, MOORE: IObjection.,

1 | ' COURT: 0ver'r'uled._

15 'A; Yes, sir. Prevuously,_ln |975. 2 '75, Februar-y.

16 Q. \lell, what were you tmed and convncted of |n Pennsylvama

- I MR. MOORE: ngecthn.___-" -] “ ®i

18 A.. Loiterin‘g or something. \’alkmq down the hlqhway...-...'. T

» MR. MOORE: Well, | obJect. Pes A
| 20 : Re awesel ok arrested. . ) P -

_ ”Q.- All right. Have you .been tried‘ 'a.nd ..convicj:ed yetfor
22. eteallng Mrs. Thompson’s (SIC) car" _ " A G e

| 23 . As | got s:x to elght years for that, 'yes,'sn'.

2% | Q.. Six to elght years? - ' .":“4 N8 BRSNS
- ‘A, Six to eight. | X
s e 0044
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O._ Six to eightf Have you'beeﬁ<£rfediéﬁ8 cohvicfed foﬁlfké 3

éscape? '_.
“A. Seventeen ménths escape tlﬁe;ff;i;;:f”‘
Q. Have you been trled and convucted for s£eai|;9'the car an
Fayettevllle? ‘ ' o A ]
A. .Four years, yes, §ir. B . ;
MR; MOORE: ObJectlon ,(SAnétTiM€“ANSQE§);i“Azﬁt?l:t
COURT: - Overruled. - =;},_7“;;fﬂlf§;;'ﬂ*****5i

0. Sir?

Ao Four years. 4| heceived four yearénfﬁbmvJﬁdgélPilstoﬁ,}J§

COURT. All rlght. You may come down.“}fiff?'iifiﬁ:‘

-v-'

MR MOORE May | ask a few questlons, your Honor’ e

REDIRECT EXAH!NATION BY MR MOORE'

Q. Now, Joe, | want you to do me a favor. Coﬁe_up here, '

please, and stand beside State s Exhsblt No.lls ﬁere; _fhé?ilf'

White Lake Pr:son Unlt, you see |t on there’ ke

A. Yes, sir,. g o i b

- -

Q. Atl right. Pount to |t for the Jury, please. Pofnf.to i

the prlson for the Jury.

_A. Right here. 3 ‘ ; .-
'_Q.} All flght. Now, when you got out oF there. you testuf\ec

that._you-went behlnd the Department of Transportat'on malntenar

area, is that-rlqht? 1 Ve e

MR, _CHALMERS: objecti05f¥(55Me:11ME ANSVER) .

ETTTTY

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR - © '
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1

12

13

14

15

16

17 .

18 -

19

e -

"trucks and buses and cars et cetera, somewhere |n thls area

”sustaln |t.

"COURT: Overruleds

::Q. All rlght., Show us where that area ia.ejw}ea?n;

“As This ‘is the White Lake Prlson Unlt. That hed to be 3°me-tf

where in the area in thls vuclnlty in thls area. About rlght

here because it was eoming from toward Ellzabethtown comlng ﬁ”'

this dlrectlon. So, it is a matntenance place where they keee

Qe All: rlght, sxr. Now, you are saylng you were on ‘(:F\e.t

opposite sude oF the mauntenance faclllty? .

_A. Yes,131r.v 1 ‘was on the oppOslte snde oF the masntenance &

R

bdildlng. And the reservotr runs rlght in betWeen the main ‘

tenance and the place | was untll it got dark. .fl?

“Q., All rlght. What you are saying is there Is a reservofr

- .,..;:. . B

or a creek that runs on the other snde of the mauntenance area’

A. That’s right. *

MR. CHALMERS: I Jour Honor pléeases, ! object to
Ml". ~Meore 'é testimony. i i % : .. g
COURT." AII rught. Mr. Hoore, I m- golnq to have ton

1f you want him to use the dtagram to illustratv

somethsng, he wull have to lllustrate :t rather than you,.sfru

MR. MOORE: . Yes. 1'm sorry,.your Honor.i~‘3:'”

-

.;Q;' Joe, I don’t thlnk the Jury knOWS exactly whepe tho res-.

er‘VOl"‘ was.---._

MR. CHALMERS: Object;bn-;‘iF_;f,_‘

COURT: Sustained..

W STTC L oLl i. . sYLviap.EDWARDS.RRR 1D . Ll E
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1 "’0. ‘esssaWill you point that out on. the dlagram. ’Vvl{'f' k7
'.iffiiA. The reservoir between the motor pool - there |; a m;tor  f%
;;ff}~l 7g' ~1?t péﬁl. There |s a little reservoir runnang up beslde the motor
'% T LR 4 |lpool, maybe.say about 75 or 80 yards. So, | walted in that par;f
?T Tt B tféular destiﬁatién until it got dark between the hours of abou?é
' é 'elght or elght thlrty that evenang. i ol
' T Q. All. rlght. What, if anythlng, was on the other slde of

8 H|9hwey 70l? -_ "' 'v - "-. .v_ = ' ;

2 I A. The other side of Highway 701, it was thls‘confectuoﬁary'hr
¥ ;io and a highway, a road at the |ntersect|nn at the corner | thlnkb
F; 11 |[from where | was. ; . >>‘ st _.;
'; 12 '.d.' Do yéu.remember the néme'of tﬁe cénfgcfioﬁéry 6; the.;£o;m?
:{ 3l A. @9, sir, | don’t _ .' : | . ‘
{%;T .. 14 || Q. All right. Vas it a grocery store and gas station?

!% 15 ‘A- It was a grocery store and'a gas station beééuse it had
i;i 16 two gas pumps outside of i£;  _. i o | |
§~f: o Q. -You can have a seat back. Now, Jbe, there has been a ;J%P
% 18 |l 1ot of talk about the time that you*TeFt the camp, . the tnme.g?%_
'%if ' : - 19 |[that you went down Highway 701, the time that you got to ;;3§>jf
.g; J 20 ||Elizabethtown, the time that you left Elazabethtown. Dld you 4
f%' 91 |[have a watch with you, Joe? T v
;é E A. No, sir, | did not. j'
{§  : Q. Had you just escaped from.priSQn?”'
;€} ?: o4 A, .Jﬁst escaped fgam prison betwéeﬁ théthoufs of séy;aboaf“--
i%?{'ﬂ’ 25 I know fﬁom 12:30 up unti! about 8:30. Thgf?§ gight hour;.m.
~ SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. Ri;R S © _
. voaTevLR, o anprn aber 1 1-:00224F 5 |
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these people.' Do you know them - do You thlnk You mlght.knodwx

|| face? . . . : : ..: -f'l ;E.

‘stend-

Q. All Pight. Joe, there has been a lot of talk about a. loté

b

of people, names in Fayettevulle, and they asked you .f you kneﬁ

them if you saw thelr faces, but you don t know thenr g|ven

Chrlstlan name’ _ AT |
MR. CHALMERS ObJect.on,‘.f your Hon;r”;iéa;;s, to“f

the form of that questlon. Sl TR AEA i wond b
COURT. Sustained.

:JQ. Joe, are you sure you don’t know some of those people the’

Dlstrnct Attorney mentloned to you lf you were to see them by

MR. CHALMERS: Objection.

~ COURT: Sustained. AT

A.. It’s a poss:blllty because of the fact thét, see; l Qas'
a soldler from Savannah. But the |nd|V|duals of a nutual ac;ff

quatntance, you know, going. and romtng.

MR. MOORE: AIlIl right. No fdrthéthuéétiohé, y6ur
Honor. ' . " o

MR. CHALMERS: Come on down.

MR. MOORE: - Your Honor, | obJect to that. The Dlstr|J

Attorney doesn’t tell the wntness when to leave the wutncss?‘“

: COURTQ' The objection is:qustainédl' call yogrjégkt

witness.

MRA.A.M‘OORE: Your Iluuuﬁ, I~ have = l55'heed~---two_'o_tfi‘¢r i

syLyia " "“""“::,.-1”; wn e AT I
e puRt? T o TR 3 P
BT T LR U T V1L D T £
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Joseph Shaw

Joseph Shaw testified that on September 17, 1976, he was incarcerated with Joseph Sledge and
Donald Sutton in the Cumberland County Jail. Shaw said he did not hear Sledge make any statements to
Sutton about killing two ladies in Bladen County. Shaw testified that Sledge never admitted it to him

either. According to Shaw, Sledge did have a short conversation with Donald Sutton. 2%3

On cross examination and redirect, Shaw testified that the way the jail was set up they were all
together all the time and he listened to everything Sledge said when he talked with Sutton because,
“There was no way that | could avoid doing it, in the position we were in.” Shaw described that they had
individual cells and there was one confined area in front of the cells and except when they were in their

individual cells, they were together at all times and ate meals together.?%*

John Cross

John Cross testified that on September 17, 1976, he was in the Cumberland County Law
Enforcement Center with Joseph Sledge and Donald Sutton. He never heard Sledge make any
statements about killing two women in Bladen County. Cross testified that Sledge did not make any
such statement to Donald Sutton or himself. On cross examination, Cross said that Sledge, “Was alone
and never talked to any people. He stayed in his cell most of the time he was there.” Cross said he did

not stand guard over Sledge’s cell and did not know who went in or out.?%®

Conclusion of Trial

The closing arguments were not recorded. During the Judge’s instructions to the jury, he listed
the exhibits introduced and referred to the diagram of the vehicles as “showing the location of the

blood spots that one of the witnesses testified that he saw thereon.”?%®

The Judge summarized the evidence during instructions. His summary is on the following pages.

The transcript does not reflect the length of time the jury deliberated. The jury asked for the

first degree murder instructions again and deliberated into the evening. The jury returned a verdict of

203 |4, pgs. 376-382.
204 |4, pgs. 376-382.
205 |4, pgs. 382-385.
206 |4, pg. 393.
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guilty to two counts of second degree murder. Sledge was sentenced to two life sentences to run

consecutive.??’

2071d. Pgs. 415-434.
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'the manner and means in which the killing was done.if?x':

: the State must prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendai

did inflict wounds upon the bodies of Josephine Davis and Aileem

solely upon your own recollection, for the evidence in this cas

RS

or from brutal or vicious circumstances of the killing; or from

L2 e

Now, seccnd degree murder, members of the jury, diffe
from first degree murder in that neither the specific intent to
kill, premeditation, nor deliberation is necessary.: In order

for you to find the defendant guilty of second degree murder,-'

' \\r o

Davis with malice thereby proximately causing the death of each;

of them.

Now, in this case both of the parties have introdueed.
evidence, and it becomes necessary at this time that I make somL
recapitulation or review of some of the eVidence to you. In so:
doing, I wish to advise you that it is not my intent to repeat i
all of the evidence that has been offered.' You have heard the

evidence. And further, that if I should state the evidence i

different from what you recall the evidence to be, then you wil

disregard what I say the evidence is and rely and be guided

V\‘ S ; n

YLy redn_.
R ]

At

is what you, the jury, find the evidence to be.;?ffi”'

. an

Ncw, the State in this case has offered some evidence

A

which in substance tends to show - and again I say it tendS‘;%
to show there again because what it does show is for you to-id

TR PR :
say - but it tends to show that Wanda Hales was the granddaught

of Mrs. Josephine Davis and the niece of Ms. Aileen Davis. and

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR i
_OFFICIAL SWPERIOR COURT REPORTER - ..

i VO IR, | S e s & AMINOT CAROLINA 2087 rm LT
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( ‘( . W 1 that sha lived near them on Highway 242 in Bladen county in
jfl- ’ 2. September, of 1976, That the home of Josephine and Aileen Dav s
o 3:_was located on Route 2, Elizabethtown, about three hundred yar

4 || £rom Highway 701 and 242 intersection.- It is also located.-

5 approximately one and three-tenths miles from Elizabethtown,?:

6 {land approximately four-and-a-half miles from the Bladen County

’T.WPrison Unit and between those two places off on Bighway 242 -
s about three hundred yards. That on this occasion Whnda Halesd .
S had seen Josephine and Aileen Davis alive on September 5 of th :
B T Hg b 10 year, and that Mrs. Josephine Davis had been to Wanda s home the
;?;L“;f" 1. prior evening about eight o clock p.m.'or on the evening of
} 12 September 5. at about eight o clock p.m.: That at about four ;5';
'ﬁf} > 13- o clock p.m. on the 6th of September,_Wanda went to the Davis
&“_‘f' 14 home to visit with her grandmother and her aunt.. That as. she
15 pushed the door open, she observed them lying on ‘the floor.; -
16 [lThat Aileen had blood on her face, and that Mrs. Josephine‘f:‘f

17 Davis' dress was pulled up, arOund her neck and that ‘her lower

Ych ‘““i"‘ 9

£ 18 extremetiee were exposed, ‘and that both of them were  dead, "

?_"' 19 - .f: " That. Deputy sheriff Philiip Little arrived at the
20 Davis home around five-fifteen p.m. that date and conducted a

2l gearch of those premises. That he observed that the dresses

i]?"fi" o2 lor both of the women were pulled up. That each of the womeni:.
B had stab wounds in their bodies. That there were pools o!

R blood under their bodies, and that blood was heavily spattered

about the room on the walls, floor, and furniture. That there

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR - ’
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER -, = - = = . ' ..
WHITEVILLE. NORTH CAROLINA 28472 . <" a. . -
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15

16
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3 taking a hair from her abdomen and taking other hairs from the

*on her left hand. That in the Opinion of Dr. Reavis, Mrs.

"=L§¢?u,_~u- ' v;:ph § | .:.~}.'--wjtj'.y402 ; “ﬁiiig

‘was some blood smears onthe kitchen floor._ That Deputy Sheriff

vicinity of her head where they were imbedded in blood. That

he also observed on ‘that occasion a pepper can on the floor in

e

can into possession. :
That on November the 9th, 1976 Dr. Wilton Reavis,--
i

a ?athologist then employed as an Assistant Medical Examiner-

bodies of Josephine and Aileen Davis.' That on the body of

Josephine Davis he observed seven incised or stab wounds on *

from one-half to one and threeéeights_inches in length,‘sone'h
of which penetrated through her skin. That she had nultipled
bruises of her jaw, face, forehead, and 1eft cheek, and the f"

right side of her chin. That her jaw bone had been fractured

Josephine Davis' death was caused by hemorrhage due to stab
_wounds. That he observed the body of Ms. Aileen Davis and
observed that it was bruised on the face and forehead, the rigr
eye brow, below the right eye, the 1eft cheek, and both sides
of her jaw. That there was a 1aceration about the 1eft eye ki

‘brow and another on the lip. That there were two incised or |

Little collected a hair sample from the body of Aileen Davis,,'

the hall that led to the back door, and that he later took that'

for the state of North Carolina, performed an autopsy on the "ZA

her upper front abdomen, her chest and neck, the wounds beingv.

on both sides of the face, and she alsc had four incised wound:

R

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR ~ "0 |
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER - - - 2
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stab wounds, one on the right side of the neck which protruded

- which penetrated the right lobe of her - of the thyroid gland;

and that there was extensive hemorrhage in the neck tissues; f”
That the other incised wound was on the left side of the jawrfl
That there was a one inch wound at the posterior entrance to ths
vagina. That in the opinion of Dr. Reavis, Aileen Davis died

as a result of hemorrhage due to stab wounds.f In the opinion K
of Dr. Reavis, the bruises in the bodies or on the bodies coul&'

o

have been caused by a fist or other blunt instrument, and the

incised wounds could have been caused by a knife or some other

sharp instrument

That on September 5, 1976, the defendant Joe Sledge ,
was confined at the Bladen County Prison Unit of the Department

of Corrections near White Lake, That he escaped from that loc

tion about two-thirty p m. that date.,-wﬂi:iT‘

That Mrs. Cassidy, who lived on Lower Street, in ﬁ&f

Elizabethtown, had a sweater taken from a clothes line some tim

—

after the night of the 5th of September or during that night.;

That a 1969 model Chevrolet automobile was taken froj
the home of Mrs. Helen (SIc) Thompson Smith on Lower street

some time after eleven-thirty p.m..on that date..‘“s

) 'o That Offioer G. D. White, of the Payetteville Police
Department, attempted to apprehend the defendant in Fayettevil]
at seven-ten p.m. on September the 7th when he saw the defen-T

dant in Mrs. Smith's~car. "That the defendant fled and officer

- SYLVIA P. EDWARDS, RPR *© ©° -7 '_'
OFFICIAL SUPERIQR COURT REPORTER "~ ™ "~ i 002275
MANTEVH LS, MADTM SASNL IMA 384D, .. L R e
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-
1 [lsmith (sIC) pursued him-a distance of some th:ee-and-a-half : i
.2 hdles onto a dead end street. The defendant drove the car ontoh?
3 |lthat street, ran it into the yard of the house, and jumped out %
4 llana fled on foot and escaped Mr. White.‘ That that car was takeif
5 llinto custody, and it was impounded. : 'T P“'Aj : _ " g
6 - "That Deputy Sheriff Little saw the.defendant in: fi
7: Dillon, South Carolina, on September the 9th and observed ;
BA dug out place on his chest and observed scratches on the knuckl;?
9 llot his hand. That on September ‘the 12th, Deputyifheriff Littleri
10 fltook the defendant to Bladen County Jail and then to White Lake}i
11 lprison Camp.. That he asked the defendant to show the route tha;
12 he had taken at ‘the time of his escape from prison, and that i
1 they followed that route pursuant to the instructions that wereni
- given by Mr. Sledge. That the defendant told officer Little '
15" llthat he had escaped from White Lake Prison around two-thirtg "
16 p.m. on the 5th of September. That he stayed in the woods for ?
13 seneftine. That he had then gone along Highway 701 to Eliza- ff
18 |lpethtown. That he hi.d behind a building at the 701-242 inter-
19 llgection for some time and then crossed the bridge into Eliza-~ f
2 llbethtown, That he took a sweater from a residence 1n Elizabethe
& town and took a car on Lower Street there. That he then headedi
back to Fayetteville, and that at the time that he passed the i
bank clock in Elizabethtown that it was two-twenty a.m.; The ;
24 Hl gefendant also advised Deputy Little that he had hid the shirt ;
25

that he was wearing at the time of his escape near Turnbull‘ft;.

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS, RPR .~ ', o

e - . OFFICIAL SUPERIIH COURT REPORTER =~ Rl
313




10

1

13

14

15

16

1"

I’

e
—

it, and said, ”A black man did not kill those two wcmen..'A;

e

Jthere was a lot of blood. That he had not intended to do it,

Creek. That the officers returned with SIedge to that place

)

to look for it without results. That they then drove to an ;a

area near the Davis home and parked there across the road from

that residence. That nothing was said to the defendant at'af}

that'time. That the defendant looked at the home, pointed at 1
vhite man did. A black man would not have cut them up 11k¢;

The State offered further evidence which tends to';i'
show that Donald Sutton was in the Cumberland County Jail with \
the defendant around the 17th or 18th day of September, 1976.. ‘
That Joe Sledge told Mr. Sutton that he had been picked up in
South Carolina, That he was trying to’ leave North Carolina
because he was afraid that he would be charged with murder.;bl
That Sledge later said that he did kill those two women in T

Bladen Coanty,- and that Lhey were cut up and stabbed, and that

but that he was put in a positiOn where he had to.} He also
told Sutton that white women were she devils out to possess th3:
minds of black men, and that they were used to help white men'?
control black men, and that black men should kill all of them.
And that he had put the clothes that he was wearing at a place

where they would never be found.

KBL-:* i R i B T
That during the summer of 1977 Herman Baker, Jr.,"iﬁ

was an inmate at the Moore County Prison Unit at Carthage, Nort

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS, RPR* "~~~ = &%
". OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER : . % .°
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'.Carolina, where the defendant was also confined. That Baker}
, had known the defendant for some time before that and had on_l i;
|| one previous occasinn been in prison with him. SIedge told}?'

-hr, Baker that he hsd to go to trial in Elizabethtown and that -

‘,for Sutton's - asked for Baker's confidence,‘and told Baker f_
-:that he had escaped from the White Lake Prison Camp. That h;
i:had gone through the woods looking for a place to hide.f That
.he came to an old home and thought that no one was there.; Tha&i?
:he went inside. That a lady came in and found him there. That*i
'lhe started screaming and asked what he was doing in her house.ﬂf

':That he hit her and pushed her down and stabbed her. That .ﬁ

her and pushed her down and stabbed her.. That he kept - ff}i

them.. That he went out the back door, and that as he did so ha*

,devils' spirits would not follow him.;;.”n

show that the hair that was removed from Aileen Davis wasg
sent to the F.B.I. Laboratory, together with a pubic hair that E

had been removed from the defendant.; That th°se were micro-”"

4(

he presumed that it was about a murder. Sledge also then askec';

another woman came in and started screaming. That he also hit f

W e e

stabbing them. He said that it seemed like he went crazy.' He,?
referred to white women as she devils, and said that he thoaghi?
fire rather than blood would come out of them when he stabbed

sprinkled pepper around the back of the house so that the she-{;

-ﬁaéy The State offered further evidence which tends to

cop-cally examined and compared by Jim Frier, an F.B.I. Agent'-

) SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. nR
. OFFICIAL SUPEmQﬂ COURY NF""NM
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1 {[in the ) 1% - 5 Laboratory; in Washington;i That the hair re-;;{‘u
2 moved from the body of Aileen Davis was determined by hin in

: 133 his oginion to be a Negroid pubic hair, and in the opinion of
A1:1€41 Mr. Frier it was microscopically alike to the hair which was

FANTUIRT A removed from the defendant and could have come from him

s ;f_ | e '_ ' That on September the let, 1976, Mr. Jed Taub,
e 2 7 Porensic Serologist with the State Bureau of Investigation.rfb'
8 examined Mrs. Smith's 1969 Chevrolet automobile at the placeﬁ‘

9 where it had been impounded in Fayetteville.' That he examined

10. the vehicle for blood, and made a luminol and a benzidine ex-

i amination of the vehicle. That he discovered during that »;

12 examination what in his opinion were hlood spots on the back

13 lland front seats of the vehicle at several places, with a. large

1 [laiffused area of blood in the area of . the driver s seat, and

15 also on a. plastic bag that was in the car, ‘and on the driver s
L. door. To the best of Mrs. Smith's knowledge, there was no -

17 llblood in the car when it was taken £rom her residence. :,j;};?

—

L | I Now, members of the jury, that is what some of the”f;

" evidence offered by the State in this case in substance tendsiv

to show.

21 - : Now, the defendant has’ offered evidence through his

" ~own testimony as a witness, and the testimony of other wit-

A B nesses, which in substance tends to show that he is thirty-four
o3 5
i1 . % |lyears of age. That on the Sth of September, 1976 he was at

&
i

the White Lake. Prison Unit. 'l‘hat he left there at that time

SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR *
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER
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Hwas total darkness at that time._ That at Elizabethtown he

|

s

Il

and escaped from there, That he went and waited until it got 40

Adark in the vicinity of the Prison Unit. That he then walked
through the woods facing traffic to Elizabethtown. Be followedfk
the road some two Qr. three yards distance away from the road

That when a car approached he stayed out of sight, and that it I

kR ",--..‘ & S
.

waited near a mortuary, a grave site, recuperating for some 5;'?
,period That he was wearing institutional clothing, consistin %
of green pants, and a woolen sweater which he had taken after '
he left the camp. That he stopped before he got to Elizabeth
at a place where some people were standing, and then left that ‘
place when they were not able to give him a ride on to Eliza—nl:

bethtown. That he never went to the house that Mr. Little took;‘

him to later. That he saw officers around a car place near th _
mortuary there where he was and saw night watchmen there. Thavﬁ
he‘then went on into a neighborhood some two or-three blocks
from that place and took a sweater off a clothes line._ That I
he put the sweater he- was wearing that he had taken earlier
into a trash can. That near by he saw.a house ana’ got a pair: X
of gray pants there. That he put those on over the green pantez
that he was wearing.‘ That he found a car with keys in it, and |
that ‘he tooh the car and went toward Fayetteville. That he'i"
did not kill the ‘Davis. women, and that he does not hate whitef?i

" Kt A, -

women. That he was caught in Dillon, and that someone in

Fayetteville had told him that they were looking for him, and 5;

" SYLVIA P. EDWARDS. RPR
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E the offioers got him in Dillon and took him back to Fayettevfl

Don Sutton. That Sutton came in after he did., That Joe Shaw

was some discussion there about a reward of some $3 000 having )

been offered. And that he did not tell Sutton that he killed

his clothes were, and that he went. with them out on Bragg

Boulevard and got some clothes there and gave them to them

consisting of the green and gray pants and some sneakers. ;3»

-confined to the Cumberland COunty Jail on the l7th of September
1976. 2hat he was locxed in the same area there of the jail
that the defendant was and that Mr. Sutton was.r That he did
“not hear the defendant make any statement to Mr; Sutton.: That
they did have some short conversations.: That the defendant did
not admit to Mr. Shaw that he had killed anyone in Bladen Count
That John Cross was also in the Cumberland County Jai
at that time and knew the defendant there, and that he thinks

he knows SuttOn.. That he did not hear sledge make any statemen

thie matter.

he felt that he should go see a oertain group of peoPle.. Thatlﬁu

B, That he did mot know Sutton until he met h:’uu somet:l.me

before at White Lake Prison. That the officers asked him where :

. That John Cross = correction - that Joe Shaw ‘was also:ﬂ

L‘L‘
»ﬁ%ﬂ¢rf‘flﬂ=.u#

to Ssutton, and that Sledge made no statement to him regarding e

and put him in jail, That he was in a cell block there with o

and John Cross also were there. That he did not talk to Sutton_n

about the killing of the ladies. That he heard news. and there:?

e
“

' -S'YLVIA P. Eow.ARos-.: RPR . ""'.f Ao
| OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER erdd ST 002281 g =i

318



X. Appeal

Sledge filed a direct appeal through his trial attorney, Reuben Moore. He argued that the trial
court erred in: (1) denying his motion for the names of other prison inmates who would testify to
incriminating statements he had allegedly made to them; (2) in failing to require the prosecution to
furnish him, prior to trial, the photographic slides of the bodies of the two Victims; (3) refusing to allow
him to cross examine Dr. Reavis regarding the first autopsy; and (4) allowing the admission of the
pepper can as it was too remote to have any probative value and was erroneously admitted. He also
made other assignments of error based on technicalities. In the Spring Term of 1979, the North Carolina

Supreme Court issued an opinion finding no error and upheld the convictions (certified June 6, 1979).2%

208 Columbus County Clerk of Court File, State v. Sledge, 78 CRS 2415-16.
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Xl. Other Postconviction Efforts

Between 1979 and 2003, Sledge filed numerous postconviction motions based on various

grounds and all were denied without a hearing.?%

On June 4, 2003, Sledge filed a Pro Se Motion for Appropriate Relief for DNA Testing. On June

11, 2003, his motion was granted.?'° Testing did not begin until 2008.21

From 2009 through 2012, North Carolina Prisoner Legal Services (PLS) reviewed Sledge’s case for
sentencing, medical, and parole issues. In 2011, he wrote a letter to PLS requesting “representation for
DNA testing” and writing “l would like to request represent [sic] on a legal matter concerning DNA
testing.” “The Bladen County Sheriff knows | became a scape good [sic] and the public [sic] hair and
head hair samples recovered in this case was left by the perpetrator. | had no head hair and they know
that for a fact...| mean where DNA could prove who the guilty party really is and the State done cover

that up. What is an inmate to do.”?!2

Sledge wrote to the North Carolina Center on Actual Innocence (Center) in 2000, but his case
was not accepted at that time. In 2003, after his Pro Se Motion for Appropriate Relief for DNA testing
was granted, Sledge again contacted the Center to ask for help with the testing. In October of 2004, the
Center agreed to represent Sledge. In 2005, the Columbus County Clerk’s Office notified then District
Attorney Rex Gore that the Clerk’s Office had in its possession the items that had been admitted into
evidence during Sledge’s trial. In July of 2006, the Center and then District Attorney Rex Gore entered

into a consent order requesting the transfer of evidence to the SBI for DNA testing.?3

In March 2008, Judge Sasser wrote the Columbus County Clerk regarding the status of DNA
testing because Sledge had been inquiring. The Clerk responded that the evidence had never had been
transferred for testing. In September 2008, Judge Sasser revised the order and instructed the Clerk to

transfer the evidence to the SBI for DNA testing. The evidence was transferred to the SBI.

209 Columbus County Clerk of Court File, State v. Sledge, 78 CRS 2415-16 and LEXIS State Appeals Search, State v.
Sledge.

210 Columbus County Clerk of Court File, State v. Sledge, 78 CRS 2415-16.

211 NC Center on Actual Innocence File, State v. Sledge.

212 pLS File, Letter from Sledge, May 11, 2011, PLS Bates stamp Pgs. 64-65.

213 NC Center on Actual Innocence File, State v. Sledge.
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On April 9, 2009, the SBI issued a report stating “No DNA profile was obtained from the

swabbings from the black pepper box.”?!

On May 19, 2009, the SBl issued a report stating that “A partial male DNA profile was obtained
from the bottom front of the slip of Aileen Davis which did not match the male DNA profile obtained
from Joseph Sledge, Jr. A second partial male DNA profile was obtained from the swabbings from the
bottom front of the dress from Josephine Davis, which did not match the male DNA profile obtained
from Joseph Sledge Jr. or the partial male DNA profile obtained from the swabbings from the bottom

front of the slip of Aileen Davis.”?%

In March 2010, then District Attorney Rex Gore and Center Director Christine Mumma entered

into a Consent Order for additional DNA testing at LabCorp Inc., a private DNA Laboratory.?

On August 3, 2010, a partial male DNA profile was obtained from the slip of Josephine Davis.

Joseph Sledge Jr. and his paternal relatives were excluded as the source.?'’

In October 2011, LabCorp noted that the hairs found at the Clerk’s Office were not with the
evidence shipped from the Clerk’s Office and the hairs were deemed missing. In August 2012, the
Columbus County Clerk located the hairs on a top shelf in the evidence vault. In October 2012, the hairs
were sent to Cellmark Forensics (formerly LabCorp). In November 2012, Cellmark reported that they
were unable to obtain a profile from two of the hairs. In December 2012, the hairs were sent to

Mitotyping Technologies, a private DNA laboratory.?!8

On December 13, 2012, Mitotyping Technologies issued a report stating, “The mitochondrial
profiles of the two questioned hairs share a common base at all positions compared between the
samples, indicating that these hairs could have come from the same person or maternally related
persons. The profiles of these two hairs are different from the mitochondrial DNA profile of Joseph
Sledge. Therefore, Joseph Sledge and his maternal relatives can be excluded as contributor of these two

questioned hairs.”??
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On February 12, 2013, District Attorney Jon David sent a letter to the SBI requesting assistance
in the murder investigation of Josephine and Aileen Davis. On March 18, 2013, the Center interviewed
Herman Baker and on March 19, 2013, Center Director Christine Mumma obtained an affidavit from

Baker recanting his trial testimony.??°

On March 25, 2013, Center Director Christine Mumma filed a Motion for Appropriate Relief
(MAR) on Sledge’s behalf. On April 24, 2013, District Attorney Jon David filed a response to the MAR
requesting a hearing. On May 6, 2013, the Center referred the case to the Commission and Center
Director Christine Mumma filed a Motion to Hold the MAR in Abeyance. On May 9, 2013, District
Attorney Jon David filed a request for a hearing on the Motion to Hold the MAR in Abeyance and
requested the MAR be set for hearing as soon as possible. OnJuly 11, 2013, a hearing was held on the
Motion to Hold the MAR in Abeyance and the Motion was granted for 90 days. The Motion was later

extended by mutual agreement while the Commission continued its investigation.??

The Commission staff’s full investigation and all DNA testing will be presented at the upcoming

hearing.

220 Id
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XIl. Conclusion

A hearing will be conducted before the North Carolina Innocence Inquiry Commission on
December 3, 4, and 5, 2014. At that time, the Commission staff will present the evidence uncovered
during their investigation and other postconviction investigations. Multiple witnesses are expected to

testify before the Commission.

The Commission is charged with considering “credible, verifiable evidence of innocence that has
not been previously presented at trial or considered at a hearing granted through postconviction
relief.”??> Each Commissioner shall determine whether “there is sufficient evidence of factual innocence

to merit judicial review.”??3

22 N.C.G.S. § 15A-1460.
223 N.C.G.S. § 15A-1468(c).
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